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The January meeting will feature five club members
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giving short presentations about their favorite fishing
holes. Three of the programs are on flyfishing-only
waters, and the other two are on our home waters
and a new technique.

Looking Forward—Bruce Anderson
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Gary McKenney has a passion for the beauty and
challenge of the Metolius river. He has agreed to
help us learn more about this robust spring creek and
share new techniques for success on the river.

Auction Photos—Ted Taylor
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Holiday Party Photos—Liz Yocom

5

Club Notices
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Jourdan Arenson fishes all over western Oregon.
Jourdan will be presenting a primer on Tenkara, a
minimalist technique to help you find the zen of fly
fishing.

Lyle Robertson, Long-time Club Mem- 6
ber, Remembered—Gail Campbell

Tim Knerr has the honor, and the burden, of being
the Gold Lake Flyfisher of the Year...once again
denying me a place in the pantheon of legendary anglers. Tim will help all of us learn how to enjoy the
delicious bounty of Gold Lake.

Calendar:

I will be presenting a program on Bass and Trout at
Davis Lake. I have enjoyed fishing Davis with my
patient pals from the McKenzie club. Bragging will
ensue.

The Board of Directors meets on the first
Wednesday from 7-9p in the Market of
Choice Conference Room, unless announced otherwise.

And long time McKenzie member Bill Laing will take
us on a jet boat tour of our own back yard as he talks
about flyfishing the Willamette.
Bring your questions, your stories and your friends to
the meeting on January 20th.
—Stevie Brehm

Preview of 2014 Coming Attractions— 4
Stevie Brehm

Organization and Purpose

7

 January 8th—Board Meeting
 January 20th—General Meeting

The General Membership Meeting is held
on the 3rd Monday from 5:30 to 9p at Lewis
and Clark Catering
on MLK Blvd
Note Ne
behind the Merw Locati
on!
cedes dealership.
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“Looking Back” — by Mike Brinkley

Looking Back
The year has passed and it’s
time for me to move on. I
have enjoyed being your
president for the past year
and I thank you for the opportunity to serve. When I
took over last January, the
club was facing several issues that concerned me.

ones and at the February
board meeting, everyone on
the board volunteered to lead
an outing. We have had very
good attendance for all the
events this year, so I am
pleased at these results. I
thank our outings chair, Robert
Dusine, the fishmasters and all
of you who participated. Fishing together really does make
us stronger.
We started the year with a dangerously low bank account.
Over the past several years,
we have spent more than our
receipts. As a remedy, the
board took measures to increase dues and fees for our
social events. But we needed

2013 Initiatives:

We were having trouble finding outings leaders and the
events were poorly attended. We were in danger of
being a social club that did
not fish together. The bank
account was dangerously
low due to falling membership and meager auction receipts. We were facing a
major decision to take legal
action against the agencies
responsible for operating the
McKenzie hatchery, which
threatened to divide the club
and the education committee
was non-functional.

to have a productive auction to
reverse the trend of previous
years. Without an auction
chair for most of the year, I
was worried, but Mark Rauch
stepped in, formed a great
committee and we had the best
auction in many years, raising
nearly $7000.00.

Addressing the outings problem, we decided to reduce
the number of outings to focus on the most popular

Now our bank account is
healthy, just in time for us to
provide resources for our 50th
anniversary celebration this



Outings



Bank Account



Auction



Lawsuit

year.
The Environmental Law
Center, working with the club
as plaintiff, sent a letter of intent to sue over management
of the McKenzie fish hatchery
in late 2012. After many
months of unproductive discussions with ODFW and the
Army Corps, we sent a demand letter in August. When
no response was offered, we
organized a full and frank discussion of the issues and took
a vote of the membership to
decide whether to move forward with a lawsuit.
The membership voted to file
suit and we all breathed a
sigh of relief that a decision
had been made. Now we
move forward with our partner, The Steamboaters, to
force a resolution to the problem threatening the endangered wild salmon on the
McKenzie River. Our members came together to make
this decision in a very collegial
way. Thank you Bob Bumstead and Bruce Anderson
for your leadership in getting
us through the process.
Our education committee was
leaderless this past year and
except for the educational
programs in Jeff DeVore’s
Fly Fishing Expo, we were
not able to reach out to members and the community to
teach flycasting, tying and
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“Prez Sez” — by
Mike Brinkley
other skills of our sport. This
year, Gail Campbell has volunteered to be education chair, and
with help from Mike Brinkley
and Bob Rasmussen, we will
rededicate to our important mission of education.
With this said in retrospect, I
hope that our President-elect
Bruce Anderson will enjoy his
term as president as much as I
have. I’m confident that he will
lead the club with enthusiasm
and competence. Welcome,
Bruce and thanks in advance for
your service.
Mike Brinkley, 2013 President

ALL NEW COMMITTEES
READY TO SERVE—
Bruce Anderson
I am very pleased to report that
all Committee positions have
now been filled with eager volunteers (mostly). I want to especially thank all of those club
members who have so willingly
stepped forward to accept
nominations for positions of responsibility for our club in its
50th Anniversary year, as well
as the dedicated outgoing officers and committee members.
Please keep the list of nominees on the last page of this
newsletter for your reference
for any future committee contacts.

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2014—50th
Anniversary News
50TH ANNIVERSARY NEWS:
You will be receiving more detailed information this spring
about the plans for our 50th Anniversary events. For now, and
as a brief summary only, our
celebration will take the form of
three events. The 7 member
Anniversary Committee has
proposed, and the Board has
approved, a two-prong celebration approach.
And as a kickoff to these two
events, the Program Committee will present a program at
our June club meeting that
will showcase, and inform all
our current members of, the
history, accomplishments and
good times of our club.
Next, the public outreach portion of our 50th Celebration will
take place in the form of an expanded and more publicized
Eugene Flyfishing Festival
that will occur later in June,
rather then in April as in the
past. The new addition to that
festival’s event will be public
information about the purposes,
history, programs and accomplishments of our club. This will
be our opportunity to tell the
public about our club and offer
an avenue for new member recruitment.
The third and final event will be
a celebration designed for the
benefit of our current and invited former club members, that
will occur at a picnic at the
Copper Windmill Ranch, located about 3 miles south of

Eugene on Dillard Road,
which is, owned by former
club member, Bill Neel,
and his wife, Lyn.
This event will be in place
of and enlarge upon our annual club picnic for this, our
50th Anniversary year. Bill
Neel and your Anniversary
Committee are at work on
the planning for what
should be a very enjoyable
opportunity to celebrate and
reminisce about who we are
and where we came from.

2014 EVENTS:


Club History To Be
Presented in June



Expanded FF Festival moved to June



Celebration Picnic at
Copper Windmill
Ranch on July 19th

Please mark your calendars now for 5 to 9 p.m.
on Saturday, July 19,
as the date that I am sure
you will want to be available to join this culminating 50th Anniversary celebration event.
Bruce Anderson, 2014
President
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Preview of Coming
Attractions :
McKenzie Flyfisher
Programs for
2014—Stevie Brehm

Auction Photos by Ted Taylor

As we welcome in the New Year,
we look back on a 2013 full of big
fish and good friends. I would
like to take a moment
and recognize the members of
the Program Committee who help
make our club a success. Many
thanks to Mike Starr and Bill
Laing for their long time service
to the McKenzie Flyfishers and
their patient indulgence of the
program chair.
Here is a look ahead from your
program committee for the first
half of 2014.
February: The McKenzie's own
Peter Patricelli presents: East
Coast Striper Fishing
March: Matt Ramsey presents: Flyfishing with President Carter, a tale of taimen and
Mongolia.
April: Dr. James Lichatowich
presents: Salmon, People, and
Place: A Biologist’s Search for
Salmon Recovery
May: Open
June: The McKenzie Flyfishers
celebrate 50 years of history,
accomplishments and good
times.
Stevie Brehm, Program Chair
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Holiday Party Photos by Liz Yocom

CLUB
NOTICES
(1) Handbook Changes:
All members should contact Gary McKenney,
Membership Chair, with
any phone, address, or
email changes since last
year’s Handbook, which
was published in March,
so corrections can be
made in the new one. His
phone nbr is 541-4844539 and email is
mckbuytime@comcast.net

Wait!! How Did These Pics
Get in Here??? This Wasn’t
at the Holiday Party!

(2) 2014 Dues: A few of
us seemed to have
spaced off the fact that it’s
a new year and time to get
our new fishing licenses,
park permits, start writing
“2014” AND PAY OUR
CLUB DUES! Please
bring a check to the Monday meeting or mail one to
Bob Rasmussen at 2449
Charnelton St, Eugene,
97405. Remember, also,
that it’s now $45 for a regular membership. Where
else could you receive this
much value (fishing education, fellowship, fish outings, parties, etc) for so
little?
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OLD FRIEND LYLE ROBERTSON REMEMBERED—Submitted by Gail Campbell

Lyle Robertson (1931-2013)

Lyle was well known for
making good friends wherever
he went, during his time spent
growing up in Mt. Shasta, then
as an assistant tax assessor in
Red Bluff, when he moved to
Eugene and joined the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Wherever he
went, he made friends, whether
in some remote campsite or at
Costco, where the canteen people knew his hot dog order by
heart and rejoiced at seeing him
in his weekly visits.
His friend, Anita, taught
him how to ride a horse so he
could be a proper King of the All
Girl Rodeo in Tehama County.
Brother Regis, of the Trappist
monks from the monastery in
Vina, became another fast
friend. He welcomed everyone
into his life like large extended
family.
He was an avid fisherman and spent most of his time

fishing, tying flies, or reading
about fishing. He became a
youth fly tying instructor in Eugene as part of the McKFF,
participated in many classes
and other educational events,
including those of his grandson, Laird’s, Boy Scout troop.
He and his wife of 50+ years,
Sis (Virginia) were regular fixtures at his granddaughter,
Melanie’s, softball games.
And in fishing, everyone recognized Melanie as “The Fish
Magnet”, she was so proficient
at out-fishing everyone. Her
granddad taught her well.
He was a best friend to
many people, especially to his
son and daughter, Bud and
Joanie. Typically, he welcomed Bud’s wife’s family and
Joanie’s husband’s family into
theirs.
He was well known for
his humorous approach to life
and his wisecracks. It started
early, when he pinned down
his cousin Sam in the bathtub
and shaved off half of his
proudly and newly grown handlebar mustache. You knew it
was Lyle who was stealing watermelons from the back of a
delivery truck as it was driving
up the Sacramento canyon.
You knew it was Lyle’s office in
Red Bluff when he made all
three pregnant employees hold
an ugly baby contest, only to
drop that when all the beautiful
babies arrived. You knew it
was Lyle when his wife went to
college night classes and he
had rubber band wars with

their pre-school children while
she was out. You knew it
was Lyle when he launched a
bottle rocket which exploded
on the neighbor’s roof and he
yelled “Run for the house and
turned off the lights!” Again.
You knew you were at Lyle’s
house when several police
cars were parked out back
with their radios available
through a window, should
there be a call, while the boys
played poker. You knew it
was Lyle who drank vodka
kamikaze shooters at 8 am in
Alaska, getting a round of applause from everyone in the
Salty Dog Saloon. You knew
it was Lyle when he pulled up
to a sorority house asking,
“Who wants to go to a movie?” and four girls jump in,
and one became his wife.
He and Virginia laughed and
loved a lot, all through their
long marriage. His favorite
day was Christmas. Even
though he expired right on
that day, he still managed to
get her a wonderful Christmas
present, a ring with five diamonds on it for every decade
they’d spent together. He
was a wonderful man, handpicked brother to Jack, husband, father, granddad and
best friend to all.
(This is an excerpt from a
graveside eulogy written by
Lyle’s granddaughter, Melanie.)
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McKenzie Flyfishers
Club Officer Nominees
President elect:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Jim Williams
Dave Thomas
Bob Rasmussen

741-5991
505-7213
687-9562

Committees
Auction:

Mark Rauch
+Ulloa, Grass,
Dougher & Whang
Conservation
Arlen Thomason
Education:
Gail Campbell
+Brinkley & Rasmussen
FFF Rep:
Greg Pitts
Holiday Party:
Sparky Rice
House & Raffle:
Walt Petty
Library:
Ted Taylor
Membership:
Gary McKenney
+Mason & Pavel
Newsletter/Handbook: Bob Howell
Outings:
Robert Dusine
+Brumitt
Programs:
Steve Brehm
+Laing & Starr
Projects:/Picnic
Open
Web Site:
Liz Yocom
+Thomas & Thomason
50th Anniversary
Ted Ledgard
+Brehm, Compton,
Dougher, Pitts, Starr
& Williams
Nelson Memorial
Bill Laing
+Brinkley & Arenson
Lawsuit Oversight
Dave Thomas
+Rasmussen &
Thomason

At-Large Board Nominees
Clint Brumitt
Carolyn Mason
Mark Rauch
John O’Connor

683-3101
689-6686
345-0732
343-5399

345-0732

726-8725
683-8725
689-4812
687-1260
683-1639
953-7226
484-4539
505-7623
603-0811
521-6765

689-6686
653-9906

MFF Club Statement
of Purpose
The McKenzie Fly Fishers comprise a group of people who
share an interest in fly fishing.
The Club was conceived and organized in April of 1964 to:
1. Enjoy social contact with others interested in fly fishing.
2. Encourage fly fishing as a
method of angling, and

688-5439
505-7213

3. Protect and increase the fishery resources
Membership is open to any person over 21 years of age who is
interested in fly fishing. General
club membership meetings,
board meetings, and fishing outings are open to the public.
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McKenzie Fly Fishers
c/o 3070 Powell St.
c/o
3070 Oregon
Powell St.
Eugene,
97405
Eugene, Oregon 97405

Club President: Ted Ledgard
Club
President:
Bruce Anderson
Phone:
541-222-9021

An Invitation to Join

McKenzie Flyfisher’s meetings are held at
Lewis and Clark Catering on MLK Blvd in Eugene
on the third Monday of each month. Meetings are
open to the public and doors open at 5pm. Most
folks try to arrive before 6 in order to tell fish stories and sip a beverage from the cash bar. A delicious buffet dinner, for a nominal $14, is normally
served about 6:30, and is followed by the introduction of guests, and a short update on club business. There is a break after dinner, then a
presentation by our featured guest speaker, usually a guide or fishing expert familiar with the Northwest fishing scene, followed by a raffle of fishing
items.
Joining our club gives you access to the
expertise and insight of its membership. Many of
our members have years of experience and
knowledge about fly casting, fly tying, and fly fishing in general. After they get to know and trust
you, some may even share the location of their
“secret fishing hole”. There are occasional classes in tying, rod-building, and casting and we
even have some well known biologists in the
group to help us all become attuned to the science
of insects and their life and hatching stages or cycles.
Outings include overnight camping as well
as fly fishing. A family atmosphere contributes to
the enjoyment of the out doors. Evenings are
spent in designated campsite around a bustling
fire augmented by gas lanterns when needed.
Enjoy the diversity of our state’s geography, flora
and fauna. It’s hard to place a value on such experiences, but it surely exceeds the annual membership fee of $45.
Please call our Membership Chair, Gary
McKenney at 541-484-4539 with any questions
about our club or if you are interested in joining
us.
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