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There are always greater fish than you
have caught, always the lure of greater
task and achievement, always the inspiration to seek, to endure, to find. Zane
Grey
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Your August speaker, John Rodriguez of Salem, has
been a fly fisher for almost 50 years. With experience on
the East and West Coasts, the northern Rockies and intermountain states, he has angled for trout in many
streams and lakes. Early tying instruction was in the
Catskill tradition, with years of learning from eastern pioneers such as Harry and Elsie Darbee.
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An Oregon resident for over 30 years, he has instructed
tying neophytes in local fly fishing clubs, fly shop classes
and school programs. In 1991 he was selected “Fly Tyer
of the Year” by the Oregon Council of the FFF. His flies
have appeared in several prints and publications, including Dave Hughes’ instructional manuals.
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Cuba—Land of Cigars, Old Cars, &
Fish—Robert Dusine
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In the 90’s he worked for McKenzie Fly and Tackle in the
Eugene area. In addition to setting quality control and
working with overseas tying factories, he had the pleasure
of working many nationally known contract tyers, including
Rene Harrop and Gary Borger. Their wisdom and experience added to angling inquiry and investigation. For the
past 15 years there has been a concentration on the fish,
feed and techniques of lake fishing. The August slide
presentation will focus on the dominant bugs, their imitations and presentation in the coming autumn months.
The program comes at the perfect time, guaranteed to
improve your Sept-Oct lake fishing. See you on Aug 18th.
Mike Starr, Program Committee

Calendar:
 September 3rd—Board Meeting
 September 15th—General Meeting
The Board of Directors meets on the first
Wednesday from 7-9p in the Market of Choice
Conference Room, unless announced otherwise.
The General Membership Meeting is held on the
3rd Monday from 5:30 to 9p at Lewis and Clark
Catering next to the Mercedes dealership on MLK.
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“Prez Sez” — by Bruce Anderson

I hope that you were
not one of the folks who
missed the 50th Anniversary
Reunion Picnic at the Neel’s
Copper Windmill Ranch. It
was nice to see so many
newer members of the
club, plus lots of the old
guard, at that event. One of
the most pleasant surprises
of the picnic was the number of people who were
club members more than
five years ago – 18 in all –
who made the effort, in
some cases driving a couple
of hundred miles, to attend
the 50th Reunion celebration.

look forward to our more usual late summer and fall activities, next up being our hosting
of the Kalama Cup, to pursue
steelhead on the North
Umpqua, with our guests the
Evergreen Flyfishers, and the
“Death to Char” Gold Lake
Outing. After much discussion,
your Board chose the weekend of Sept 26 – 28 for the
Kalama Cup outing, and the
next weekend, Oct 3 – 5 to
visit Gold Lake.
Several Autumn Outings
Coming Up—Put them on
Your Calendar!!


September 26-28—
Kalama Cup on the Upper Umqua



October 2-5—Gold Lake

Although we try very
hard to avoid outings on back
to back weekends, our Washington guests, the Evergreen
Flyfishers, very strongly preferred Sept 26-28 for their visit. And the only weekend in
Sept or early October that
Now that we are past your Board could provide sevthe big 50th Anniversary cel- eral of its members to fulfill
ebration events, its time to the expected Board hosting of

the annual Gold Lake outing
was the weekend of Oct 3 –
5. So mark your calendars accordingly; and I hope at least
several of you will even be
able to attend both outings.
Back to the last of summer, Jessie Ulloa and I are off
to try the waters of Miller
Lake, west of Chemult, on the
weekend of August 15 – 17.
Many of you will remember
that we had a club outing
planned for that lake last
year, but had to cancel it at
the last minute due to very
unfavorable weather. Hopefully we will be able to provide a successful fishing report at the August club
meeting. And I look forward
to several more late summer,
“flexibly true” reports from
other club members.
Remember, MFF never
lie about the number and size
of their fish, although on occasion they have been said to
stretch the truth --- just a
little!
Tight lines,
Bruce Anderson, President
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WORDS FOR
THE WISE—John
O’Conner
One more thing to check . .
My usual pre-trip check
list (gear in the rig - check; boat
strap tight - check; safety
chains fastened - check; trailer
lights working - check) proved
to be inadequate on a recent
trip to Crane Prairie Reservoir. After a day’s fishing and
while winching the boat onto
my trailer at Quinn River landing, I was surprised to see the
weight of my boat on the trailer rear raise the front end of
the trailer by some three
feet. My first thought - the
darn thing must have somehow
slipped off the ball. More surprise - the ball was still firmly in
the trailer hitch, but the large
nut and lock washer that secure the ball to my rig were
missing.
Luckily, another fisherman had found them. They
had been found at the landing
and must have fallen off at
launch. I had not checked the
nut for tightness in years - and
I’ll bet you don’t often either. It may be a good thing to
add to your pre-trip check list.

NEW MEMBERS
Greg Gore (55) has lived in the Eugene area for 25 years and fly fished
for 7 years. Greg owns a local business raising Tilapia, Black Soldier
Flies and Bamboo.
Eben Dobson (86) has lived in the
Eugene area for 30 years and fly
fished for 50 years! He is retired with
interests in writing, golf, bridge and
sailing.

Schmidt, Marc Rocha,
Dave Bailey, Gary
McKenney, Walt Petty
and Mark Rauch bank
fished for the wily bass.
Everyone caught fish,
some more than others.
Walt and Dave bushwacked up the River almost a mile to find great
structure, and more eager
fish that the rest of us

Gary McKenney, Membership
Chair

SMALL BASS OUTING—
Mark Rauch
Six adventuresome Club members attended the Umpqua River smallmouth
bass day trip on July 26th. Jens
(see their catch lower
left). We need to figure
out how to float the section they were on.
Mark Rauch
(Photos by Dave
B. and Walt P.)

John O’Conner
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MFF ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION/REUNION
PICNIC HIGHLIGHTS—Jim Dougher
Fiscal
Officer
- Bob
Rasmussen
Host
and
Chief
Cook Bill Neel
Thank you to all who came
to the 50th Anniversary Celebration/Reunion Picnic. You
looked like you had a good
time.
And a big THANK YOU and
WELL DONE to the folks
who worked to put on this
event.
Here is the team who did the
work: I hope the list is complete.
Advance work - reviewed
membership lists of Former
Member for contact accuracy:

Provision Procurer - Lyn Neel
Wine Sommelier - Jim Boyd
Beer Boss - Mike Brinkley
Recycling Coach - Jim Williams
Table Dressing - Bonnie Williams
Table Flowers - Sparhawk
Farms on Seavey Loop
Purser - Dottie Dougher
Name Tag Scribe - Beverly
Carlson



Marc Rauch



Sparky Rice

They-who-helped-whereverneeded -Edie Anderson,
Gail Campbell, Sally Rasmussen



Dave Bailey

Casting Games - Dan White



Jim Boyd

Assisted with and at Picnic:
Jim Dougher & Ted Ledgard
Lacky for misc tasks and
Overall Grand Pubah Bruce Anderson
General Coordinator - Jim
Dougher

have made the 50th Anniversary Celebration and associated events truly memorable and
a tribute to the club’s many pioneers, both current and past.
As the cake says, “50 years
and the Drift goes on!”

Jim Dougher with Photos
by Ted Taylor
Note from Bruce Anderson:
“Many hours of work by club
volunteers, but especially Jim
Dougher and Ted Ledgard,
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START THINKING ABOUT
THE AUCTION (PLEASE)
It's not too early to start thinking
seriously about our Club Auction. Ink in November 17th as
the date to remember. This
event has always proven to be
enjoyable and satisfying. The
Auction depends upon YOU.
Let's RESOLVE together.

to dig out special stuff like
that rod or reel that you no
longer use, and offer them up
to others to enjoy.

Resolve to get the outing trips
taken that were so generously offered by your fellow
members at the last auction.
Resolve to enter the bidding
frenzy for these same trips
this year.
Resolve to attend the auction,
and invite guests and/or former members to this year's
auction.
Resolve to recycle your beloved, but not needed gear
into this year's auction offerings.
Resolve to offer outing trips
again. Resolve to offer a
new outing trip. (Jesse Ulloa)
Resolve to offer social packages again. Resolve to offer
new social packages. (Jim
Dougher)
Resolve to tie up fly collections
again. (Clint Brumitt)
Resolve to offer wine donations
again.

Mark Rauch 541.345.0732
marauch@comcast.net

I was satisfied that we didn't
give things away last year.
Your donations were all treated
with respect; with reasonable
minimum bids, and an appreciative audience. Now's the time

Thanks again for your participation last year. This year
will be FUN!

In Memory of
Vern Hooker—Bill
Laing
Start a little earlier,
stay a little later, wade
a little deeper, cast a
little farther—just one
more cast…..

Vern Hooker, one of the
original members of the
McKenzie Flyfishers, passed
away Saturday evening July
13, 2014. Vern was a very
active member in the McKenzie Flyfishers during our
formative years. When, in the
early 1970s, his business
ventures took him to the
Medford area he discovered
there were no flyfishing clubs
in Southern Oregon. So Vern
organized one based on his
experience with the McKenzie Flyfishers - The Rogue
Flyfishers.

Many of the senior members of
the McKenzie Flyfishers will
remember Vern as a dedicated
and persistent flyfisher. For
several years Vern and his
family spent almost every
weekend camping at Davis
Lake. Vern was known to
spend all day, from dawn to
dark fishing Davis Lake. Rain
or shine, good fishing or bad
fishing, nothing discouraged
Vern. None of the other club
members or regulars at Davis
could out-cast, out-last or, outfish Vern. No one could match
his endurance and stamina. .
Occasionally napping in his
boat Vern would only come
ashore when it was too dark to
see his fly. AND: Only when
Edith ran out of diapers would
he consider heading home
early.
Vern was an adventurer. He
loved exploring new areas and
researching new techniques.
His dedication to flyfishing
would get him in trouble occasionally, wading too deep and
swimming back to shore, staying out on the river too long to
make it to the boat landing before dark, or bushwacking
cross-country to locate a hidden mountain lake or unexplored section of a wilderness
stream. While some saw his
adventures as reckless Vern
always saw them as a challenge?
Vern Hooker was 91.
Condolences can be sent to:
Edith Hooker
%Terpening Terrace
50 Ruby Ave.
Eugene, Oregon 974045
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ODFW ANNOUNCEMENTS
Hi all,
Just a quick note here in the
dog days of summer—I
hope that you are all enjoying yourselves and getting
some great recreation in!
We just completed our High
Cascades Lakes stocking
event and nearly 200 of you
volunteered your time to
help pack fish into 45
lakes. All in all, we got well
over 24,000 trout fry outplanted, making a significant contribution to lake angling opportunities. Thank
you! If you missed the
chance this year, we’ll do it
again in 2016.
It seems like the mosquitoes are on the retreat up in
the high lakes, by the way,
so start planning some trips
up there! If you do head up
and would like to collect
some creel data for our
high lakes database,
please let me know. We
can send you with a small
backpack of sampling gear
that is set up to help you
keep track of water temperature, fish lengths/weights
and a few other details on a
straightforward data form. I
can even help with suggestions on where to go.

Finally (for now), please see
below for a great opportunity
to get more involved with
some of the youth education
and outreach that ODFW
supports! Let me know if you
have questions about the program or the training, which is
coming up fast.
As always, if you would prefer
not to get these emails, or
would like them to go to a different email address, please
let me know. If you have
burning questions or really
cool ideas, also let me
know. But most importantly, if
you have any really great adventures, with or without photos, I’d love to hear them.

River Cleanup
We had an outstanding turnout
of Flyfishers for today’s
McKenzie River Cleanup. Flyfisher volunteers
dredged heaps of domestic
detritus from Hendricks to
Bellinger, remains of a house
that the river claimed years
ago. Lower down the haul was
more of collection of trash left
by anglers, floaters, and partiers. All in all, we had a great
time, enjoyed the beer, burgers
and prizes at the after celebration, and parted with a strong
sense of accomplishment.

See you out there,
Shannon Richardson, Fisheries Biologist
Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program (STEP)
Upper Willamette Watershed,
ODFW
541-726-3515 x 28
Shannon.e.richardson@state.or.us

So thanks to the following Flyfishers for continuing our tradition of service to the river and
the community. They are listed
in by float sections.
Bill Laing and his grandson,
Alex Pendell, Mike Brinkley,
Dan Robinhold, Clint Brumitt,
Mark Rauch, Jeff Grass, Bob
Rasmussen, Ted Ledgard,
Gary Ladenes, Jesse Ulloa,
Mike Starr, Jeff DeVore, Walt
Petty, Jourdan Arenson, and
Dave Bailey.
Bob Bumstead
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You Can Fly Fish in Arizona?
By Bob Howell
Yes, it’s true. There are actually
places to fish mountain lakes and
streams for trout. It’s mainly in the
northeastern part of the state in the
beautiful White Mountains.
My friend Phil McNett and I spent a
fun but
disappointing
week
fishing
and
Phil—Out Standing in His Field camping up
on the East and North Forks of the
Black River east of the White
Mountain Apache Indian Reservation at over 9000’ elevation. The
river is stocked weekly in the summer by the Forest Service with local
native Apache trout, a species being reintroduced into several remote areas with the intent of restoring them to their prior prominence.
On the North Fork, however, they
are trying to also prevent nonnative brown
and rainbow
trout from
parts of the
river to allow
the Apaches to
thrive without
Phil with a Whopper
fish predation,
although the
presence of

A Native Apache Trout

many osprey and herons may
make this difficult. They have
done this with a series of fish
dams (see photo below). We
fished this section of river without
seeing or catching a fish and wondered if the experiment was not
working. It is a beautiful stretch of
meandering stream, however, and
screams “fishy!!” But apparently
Fish Barrier

the huge fire in that area a few
years ago greatly affected the fish
population in the whole drainage.
The 16-18” browns we were used
to catching there were no longer
around and the stocked Apache
were no bigger than 8-10”. On the
plus side, however, it is still gorgeous scenery.

FLY TYERS
NEEDED
For members interested in tying:
Umpqua Valley Fly
Fishers host the 6th
annual Fall Festival
at the Glide Community Center, North
Umpqua Highway
on Saturday, September 13th from
9am – 4pm. Tyers
from California, Oregon and Washington
will demonstrate the
art of fly tying. There
will be a casting pond
and course, sessions
for fishing still waters
and a hands-on class
for knots and leaders.
Vendors and local artisans have contributed
to the silent auctions
and raffles. Philip
Greenlee, President
of International Federation of Fly Fishers
is the Guest Speaker. No experience
necessary, admission
is free, donations of
non-perishable food
will be given to the
Glide Food Bank. For
additional information
call Tresa Ronco at
541-496-0770 or send
an email
to : tresa01@intergate
.com. See our website at www.uvff.org

Bob Howell
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HOW I SPENT MY SUMMER VACATION (IN CUBA)—
By Robert Dusine
Being the adventurous type, I
took a trip to Cuba during
late June and the beginning
of August. I flew to Cancun
where I stayed overnight and
met my fishing companions
the next day for a short flight
to Havana, where we stayed
another night. Believe me
when I say one night in Havana is not enough time.
The following day on the way
to the local airport we took a
bus tour through several

neighborhoods and districts,
along with a running commentary from our fixer that
sounded interesting but most
of which I couldn’t understand. We took a 30-minute
short hop on a twin engine
prop to the fishing grounds at
Cayo Largo, just off the western coast of the main island.
Our accommodations at the
all-inclusive resort of Sol
Club Melia, though a little
worn around the edges like
most of Cuba, were clean
and comfortable with a very
friendly staff. We bussed

see who won the daily pool.
While we goofed off, the
guides took care of rinsing all
the rods, reels and gear used.
Each morning the boats were
organized, clean, gassed up
and waiting for us.

about 5 minutes away each
morning at 8am to the marina
where the Avalon Outfitters kept all the gear and boats.
By 8:30am each morning
we were hauling butt out of
the marina into the Caribbean.
The area is broken up into 6
zones and only one or two
boats fished a zone at a
time, with at least one zone
always being rested. We
fished for Bonefish, which
were quite plentiful, Permit,
juvenile Tarpon in the mangroves and large Tarpon off the
reef. Barracuda, Snapper and
Jacks rounded out the dance
card. I had plenty of shots at
good sized Permit and Tarpon.
Each day my fishing partner
and I would go out with the
same guide and boat, which
enabled us to develop into a
good team. After a day of fishing we all met back at the marina where we were served pizza
and beer while we compared
our experiences of the day.
Most importantly, we counted
up species caught in order to

Chris at the Caddis Fly set
me up with whatever I needed.
He went over my gear and
suggested flies, proper leaders, tippets etc. He is a wealth
of information about saltwater
fly fishing and I’m glad to have
his expertise at my disposal.
The fishing was good, the
scenery was awesome, the
weather mostly was accommodating and Cuba was super
interesting. I stayed in Havana
for four extra days so I could
explore and get a feel for the

people. I found them to be
very friendly and happy to
have met an American from
the United States. We can
save the discussion about the
old cars, the music, the cigars
and the rum for another
day…….
Robert Dusine
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McKenzie Flyfishers
Officers of the Club
President::
President elect:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Bruce Anderson
Jim Williams
Dave Thomas
Bob Rasmussen

345-2860
741-5991
505-7213
687-9562

Committees
Auction:

Mark Rauch
+Ulloa, Grass,
Dougher & Whang
Conservation
Arlen Thomason
Education:
Gail Campbell
+Brinkley & Rasmussen
FFF Rep:
Greg Pitts
Holiday Party:
Sparky Rice
House & Raffle:
Walt Petty
Library:
Ted Taylor
Membership:
Gary McKenney
+Mason & Pavel
Newsletter/Handbook: Bob Howell
Outings:
Robert Dusine
+Brumitt
Programs:
Stevie Brehm
+Laing, Starr
Projects:/Picnic
Open
Web Site:
Liz Yocom
+Thomas & Thomason
50th Anniversary
Ted Ledgard
+Compton,
Dougher, Pitts, Starr
&Williams
Nelson Memorial
Bill Laing
+Brinkley & Arenson
Lawsuit Oversight
Dave Thomas
+Rasmussen &
Thomason

At-Large Voting Members
Clint Brumitt
Carolyn Mason
Mark Rauch
John O’Connor

683-3101
689-6686
345-0732
343-5399

345-0732

726-8725
683-8725
689-4812
687-1260
683-1639
953-7226
484-4539

MFF Club Statement
of Purpose

521-6765

The McKenzie Fly Fishers comprise a group of people who
share an interest in fly fishing.
The Club was conceived and organized in April of 1964 to:

689-6686

1. Enjoy social contact with others interested in fly fishing.

505-7623
603-0811

653-9906

688-5439
505-7213

2. Encourage fly fishing as a
method of angling, and
3. Protect and increase the fishery resources
Membership is open to any person over 21 years of age who is
interested in fly fishing. General
club membership meetings,
board meetings, and fishing outings are open to the public.
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McKenzie Fly Fishers
c/o 3070 Powell St.
c/o
3070 Oregon
Powell St.
Eugene,
97405
Eugene, Oregon 97405

Club President: Ted Ledgard
Club
President:
Bruce Anderson
Phone:
541-222-9021

An Invitation to Join

McKenzie Flyfisher’s meetings are held at
Lewis and Clark Catering on MLK Blvd in Eugene
on the third Monday of each month. Meetings are
open to the public and doors open at 5pm. Most
folks try to arrive before 6 in order to tell fish stories and sip a beverage from the cash bar. A delicious buffet dinner, for a nominal $14, is normally
served about 6:30, and is followed by the introduction of guests, and a short update on club business. There is a break after dinner, then a
presentation by our featured guest speaker, usually a guide or fishing expert familiar with the Northwest fishing scene, followed by a raffle of fishing
items.
Joining our club gives you access to the
expertise and insight of its membership. Many of
our members have years of experience and
knowledge about fly casting, fly tying, and fly fishing in general. After they get to know and trust
you, some may even share the location of their
“secret fishing hole”. There are occasional classes in tying, rod-building, and casting and we
even have some well known biologists in the
group to help us all become attuned to the science
of insects and their life and hatching stages or cycles.
Outings include overnight camping as well
as fly fishing. A family atmosphere contributes to
the enjoyment of the out doors. Evenings are
spent in designated campsite around a bustling
fire augmented by gas lanterns when needed.
Enjoy the diversity of our state’s geography, flora
and fauna. It’s hard to place a value on such experiences, but it surely exceeds the annual membership fee of $45.
Please call our Membership Chair, Gary
McKenney at 541-484-4539 with any questions
about our club or if you are interested in joining
us.
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