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MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING
Please check your calendar and make sure that the monthly meeting of the McKenzie Fly Fishers
is there in bold print - Monday, January 16, 2017 at Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way,
Springfield. Cocktails and an opportunity to chat and mingle at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speakers at
8:00.

PREZ SEZ …
It is January and at this month’s membership meeting, there will be the annual “changing of the
guard” ceremony. You will have a great new Board coming on. Sparky will be a very effective
president. He has the rare ability to focus in on detail without losing sight of the big picture. The
January meeting will be my time to thank the Board and the committee chairs that I have had the
privilege of working with, and to pass along a few kudos in the form of annual awards.
The 2016 Board developed a focus on the business dealing of the club. Time and work went into
streamlining membership records, reducing several old and incomplete databases into one. Now
you can find members’ names, contact information and photos (when available) in your desk
drawer or your computer’s desktop. The bylaws, up-dated by Bruce Anderson and approved by
the club in early 2016 were published with an interesting addition. For a prologue to the
bylaws. Dave Thomas secured permission from Don Roberts, an Oregon author and historian,
and from Northwest Fly Fishing magazine to use a Roberts article on the McKenzie Flyfishers
for the purpose of educating new members and reminding older members of this club’s history.
Work also went into budget reporting and management. The Board began the year with a
conviction that the real work of supporting the members’ needs was done by the committees.
Committee Heads were asked for an approximation of the amount needed to “deliver the goods”
for their programs. Budget was established with allocations being more generous than in prior
years. Committee Heads were asked to managing within their budgets rather than come
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repeatedly to the Board with requests. This seems to have allowed more flexibility and, I think,
better service to the membership. Outings, for example, were able to provide a meal for
participants rather than merely pay for the camp space. Financial tracking and reporting are still a
work in progress but will be resolved in 2017. Bala Palani has been assisting Mike Layne in
redeveloping our data management.
Some things, of course, could have gone better. I was not as successful as I would have liked to
be in terms of recruiting volunteers. The Board and Committees exist only to provide service to
you collectively as club members. These are, of course, volunteer positions and many club
members have rotated through a variety of these chairs over the course of time. In theory, it
should not be difficult to recruit volunteers, but in practice, it is. Or at least I had that
experience. A parting request from me would be for members to be more willing to step up; take
an assignment for a year; and, gain an opportunity to see the club from a new perspective. I don’t
think you would be disappointed.
A last note, the decisions on charitable giving have been made and are covered elsewhere in this
newsletter. One of the recipients is the Friends of Buford Park. If you have not taken the
opportunity to see the work that are doing, please consider doing so. If you look to their website
(www.bufordpark.org) or call them at (541) 344-8350, you can get on one of their many tours
and will see first hand the restoration work they are doing. In a time when we are so concerned
about declining salmon runs, degrading environments, decreasing recreational space, etc., it is a
joy to see a local effort doing so much to counter these trends.

JANUARY PROGRAM

John Squires “Flyfishing Alaska”
John is a registered Alaskan guide, long-time flyfisher, and owner of Against The Flow
Adventures. Against The Flow Adventures specializes in taking a limited number of clients on
flyfishing float trips on some of the not-so-famous-rivers in Alaska in an effort to provide a total
wilderness experience.
In this presentation John will discuss floating and fishing the Koktuli River, a small river in the
Bristol Bay watershed and ground zero in the proposed Pebble Mine controversy. Topics will
include the status of the proposed mine, species of fish available, timing of runs, tackle, flies,
fishing methods, and dealing with such issues as bugs, bears, and inclement weather.
Time permitting, John may also talk about how to plan and carry out a do-it-yourself float trip in
the Bristol Bay area of Alaska. This is an in-depth presentation that will covers such topics as
composition of your group, choosing your destination, logistics, safety, food preparation and
storage, community and personal gear, clothing, fish and fishing gear, and expected expenses.
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ANNUAL DUES DRAWING NEXT CLUB MEETING ($450)
Collecting annual dues payments is tedious process filled with reminders and notices sent to
members. The Board has authorized an incentive to assist in getting dues in on time for the
upcoming dues cycle. Here is a great opportunity to simply pay your dues on time and become
eligible to win a great trip!
Members who sent in their 2017 dues ($45) on or before December 31, 2016 were entered in a
drawing for a guided full day fishing trip with a local professional guide. The incentive winter
steelhead trip ($450; tip not included) was a success, this time last year we had 50% of the
members with there dues paid and now we are sitting on 87% of the club having paid their 2017
dues. Reducing the number of folks to call down to a hand full each for the membership chair
and treasurer. Thank you for those who paid early and good luck!
A staff member of Willie’s Restaurant will choose the winner randomly at our January meeting.
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Conservation Matters to McKenzie Fly Fishers
Sparky Rice
One of the three purposes of MFF as stated in our bylaws is conservation. As in past years we
are contributing to organizations devoted to conservation. Conservation Chair, David Thomas
suggested to following criteria to determine what conservation organizations MFF should
support financially:
a) The organization is focused upon the priority given in our by-laws: Article 1 C. – “To protect
and enhance the fishery resource”.
b) Their activities are focused on, or at least significantly impact, the Upper Willamette Basin.
c) The amount available from the Charitable Fund could have some impact on the organization’s
activities (e.g., no money to The Gates Foundation).
d) We Have an understanding regarding to how the donation will be used and that the receiving
entity will efficiently use the monies for the purpose the club intended (e.g. has low overhead
relative to their function).
Mr. Thomas also proposed and the board approved that the following organizations receive
contributions as listed below:
Friends of Buford Park and Mt. Pisgah (www.bufordpark.org)
Rational: This organization recently acquired the Turtle Flats property, extending the
substantially the area for recovery at the confluence of the Coast Fork and Middle Fork of the
McKenzie river. In discussions with them, they have indicated that having raised over one
million dollars in 2015 and expecting to exceed this in 2016, their current projects are adequately
funded. However, they make the case that the donations of unrestricted funds could be well use
for their planning process for this complex development, which is expected to go on for at least
another decade. It’s notable that their administrative costs are about 5% of income, making them
an unusually efficient organization.
Amount: $1,500.00
McKenzie River Trust (www.mckenzierivertrust.org)
Rational: These long term friends of the McKenzie Flyfishers have 30 years of continuing
service in the development and management of properties for conservation in the Willamette
Basin. Their website provides a valuable overview of the protected properties in central western
Oregon that they are involved in. While this is a very worthy organization to support, they have
greater than 3 times the funding sources as the Friends of Buford Park and MT. Pisgah so we
judge that our funds would have more impact given to the latter organization. Also, the
McKenzie River Trust, a more mature organization has a 23% overhead expenditure rate.
Amount: $1,000.00
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Waterwatch (http://www.waterwatch.org)
Rational: Waterwatch is the central actor in the contentious issues surrounding the rational
allocation of water in the state. They are advocates of updating Oregon’s century old water
rights laws and protecting local water from damaging exploitation. On the McKenzie River they
are litigation against attempts to divert water from the river so that a for-profit entity can sell this
resource on the open market. Their expertise and activities both are unique and essential for
fishery conservation.
Amount: $500.00
Native Fish Society (www.nativefishsociety.org)
Rational: This organization has joined with the MFF on a number of policy fights regarding
protection of wild fish. Through their River Stewards program the provide surveillance and
coordinate activities on fishing waters throughout the state. Chris Daughters, owner of the
Caddis Fly Shop in Eugene is their River Steward for the McKenzie River. They are a largely
volunteer organization with about 80% of donations going directly to programs on the water.
Amount: $500.00
This is funded in part by the excess of revenue greater than expenditures for the year. It is also
funded by direct contributions of members to our Conservation Fund. Thank you to those
members and to everyone who worked to make MFF successful in 2016.

Oregon Coastal Winter Steelhead
Mark Campbell
Winter steelhead fishing is the most unpredictable fishing season of the year. You can choose
the day ahead of time but the river system requires gauging the water levels the night before and
double checking for a spike right before you leave. It takes years of trial and error to get down
the different river systems; which ones still fish in higher water, what river clears up faster than
others, what signals are out there for rivers without gauges and the upmost important thing, are
there fish in the river and where.
I personally enjoy winter fishing, as the cold weather tends to keep the crowds down. There will
always be crowds on the river systems near where the fish conjugate at the hatcheries. But, that
usually leaves miles of river to explore in the hope of finding pods of steelhead with no pressure
to fish it however you choose. Not to mention the other benefit to winter fishing is the decent
runs of wild fish on rivers containing only wild fish, most folks don’t fish winter steelhead if
they can’t bonk a fish at the end of the day. There are also those systems that offer a mixture of
wild and hatchery steelhead, like fishing the Umpqua, you got a chance to hook up on one to take
home to the smoker and the next fish could be a hard fighting wild winter steelhead. Pictured
below is an Alsea Hatchery fish caught right before Christmas 2016.
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How to get’um? One way is research on the internet what folks are blogging about, check the
Caddis Fly blog post against historical river level gauges to get an idea for what level is good or
read the ODFW website which has some good information on when rivers are fishing. Once you
decide on a river, go and get out there. Watch where others are fishing as I feel like winter fish
hold in the same spots even more than summer fish. The water is cold, the fish are working hard
to get up river and I catch them in the same holding spots every year, most of which are right in
tight to the bank especially during the day time. Easiest way to start is to go with someone or
pay a guide. There is nothing like the confidence boast of having a guide who knows what to use,
where the fish are and what river to target. Summer fishing, I don’t mind fishing all day wading
in the river just taking it in but winter when it is in the 30’s, your fingers are frozen, the eyelets
on your rod freeze up every 20 minutes its nice to get that adrenaline going and hook up on a fish.
Myself, I started targeting summer steelhead on the McKenzie River up at Leaburg dam and was
shown the ropes by Eliot Jenkins. I got a job at the “The McKenzie Angler” the last summer it
was open and once I got the itch I was off hitting spots on my own. Eventually I bought a drift
boat to access different locations with less pressure. Now, I’d rather target winter steelhead than
summer steelhead, there bigger and you can fish spots all to yourself. With that said, I highly
recommend contacting Capt. Eliot Jenkins (541-868-6356) as a guide option for getting started
targeting winter steelhead with a fly rod. Once you’ve been successful or even just hooked up on
a winter steelhead you’ll be back out there no matter what the weather is like outside, tight lines.
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Winter Seminar Opportunity
Kelly Laatsch
Sunriver Anglers and Central Oregon Flyfishers present, “Applied Flyfishing for Rivers and
Lakes”, with renowned flyfisher Kelly Laatsch. The winter seminar is coming up Jan 21 and 22
at the SHARC in Sunriver. Kelly Laastch from British Columbia will be our host for these two
days of fly fishing education. For the beginner to advanced fly angler, the seminar will cover all
aspects of fly fishing rivers and lakes. Learn the right terminology, gear, fly patterns, and
strategy, which will surely increase your fishing success in 2017 on all of our local waters.
A well-known presenter throughout Canada and the United States, Kelly has been fly fishing and
tying flies for over 40 years and guiding professionally for over 20. He grew up in Alberta,
learning the art of fly fishing on both local rivers and lakes. He and his wife Karen own the St.
Mary Angler Fly Shop in Cranbrook, British Columbia where they guide the Upper Columbia
River and the famous cutthroat waters of the East Kootenays on the Elk, St. Mary, and Bull
Rivers.
Kelly is really excited about some new English fly patterns that he is going to tell us about for
lake fishing. He says these patterns are so successful that they have been banned from
competition fishing in England. He will cover the Blob, the Fab and Boobies and he will show
us how to fish them. He says these patterns are dominating fishing in BC and have taking over
from chironomids and balanced leeches. When a hatch isn’t on, this is what he is fishing with.
As an added bonus, Bill Seitz will present how to rig with tandem flies in both lakes and rivers.
The seminar will be held at Benham Hall at the SHARC, 9:00am to 4:00pm both days (Jan. 21 &
22). The total cost for the two days is $95, or $85 if you are a member of the Sunriver Anglers
Club or Central Oregon Flyfishers Club. Snacks, refreshments, and catered lunches are included.
For more information and to register, go to the Sunriver Anglers website,
www.sunriveranlgers.org, or contact Chris Breault at 541-593-0355.

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Al Eckerdt, 541-554-2388.

2017 BOARD
President Sparky Rice

At-Large Clint Brumitt

President Elect Al Eckerdt

At-Large Carolyn Mason

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Mark Campbell

Treasurer Mike Layne & Bala Palani

At-Large Terry Willis
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2017 COMMITTEES
Auction Jim Rhoten

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Patrick Dowd

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

IFFF Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Al Eckerdt & Karl Lockbaum Website Liz Yocom
Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff Devore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Liz Yocom & Newt Chapin
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert
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