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April Program ñDr. James Lichatowich 

Calendar: 

¶ April 3rd: Board Meeting 

¶ April 21st: General Meeting with presentation 

by Dr. Jim Lichatowich 

 

The Board of Directors meets on the first 
Wednesday from 7-9p in the Market of Choice Con-
ference Room, unless announced otherwise. 

The General Membership Meeting is held on the 
3rd Monday from 6 to 9p at Lewis and Clark Cater-
ing next to the Mercedes dealership on MLK. 
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INSIDE THE APRIL ISSUE 

As line spins off the reel of life, the 
years weave a crazy quilt pattern. And 
it is strange how the seemingly great 
things become  small and the small 
things become great. Ralph Bandini.  

Dr. James Lichatowichôs new book,  "Salmon, People 
and Place: A Biologist's Search for Salmon Recov-
ery" was profiled in a recent article in the Eugene Regis-
ter Guard at http://registerguard.com/rg/sports/
outdoors/31322705-80/fish-salmon-lichatowich-
hatcheries-river.html.csp .  His presentation to the club 
this month will be a combination of readings out of his 
new book and discussion of issues in salmon manage-
ment including hatcheries.  This should make for a 
lively discussion, as even within our club there are vari-
ous viewpoints.  Following is an outline of his back-
ground: 
 

Biographical Sketch for Jim Lichatowich 

U. S. Marine Corps 1959 ï 1963, Oregon State Universi-
ty, BS and MS degrees in Fisheries Science 

Jim Lichatowich has worked on Pacific salmon issues as 
a researcher, manager, and scientific advisor for 44 
years. He specializes in the history of salmon manage-
ment and the life history and status of salmon and steel-
head populations and the development of restoration 
plans in the Pacific Northwest. Jim was formerly the 
Chief of Fisheries Research and Assistant Chief of Fish-
eries for the State of Oregon. He served ten years on the 
Independent Scientific Advisory Board for the Columbia 

River salmon restoration program. (Continued on p. 3) 

http://registerguard.com/rg/sports/outdoors/31322705-80/fish-salmon-lichatowich-hatcheries-river.html.csp
http://registerguard.com/rg/sports/outdoors/31322705-80/fish-salmon-lichatowich-hatcheries-river.html.csp
http://registerguard.com/rg/sports/outdoors/31322705-80/fish-salmon-lichatowich-hatcheries-river.html.csp


Newsletter, Page 2 4/8/2014 

 

Aloha, folks, from the 
place where the weather is 
always --- well almost always 
--perfect!  Palm Villas Con-
dos, Mauna Lani, Kona 
coast, Big Island of Hawaii.  
Before you reply, "AWOL 
and quitter," please hear my 
defense which has to hold up 
for a few more weeks. When 
I accepted the President-
Elect position last November, 
I told the Board that my wife 
and I had reservations for six 
weeks, with tickets pur-
chased, for a 50th Wedding 
Anniversary trip to Hawaii for 
ourselves, our two daughters 
and their families at different 
times (one in March and one 
in April).  Thus I would miss 
the March and April club 
meetings and the April Board 
meeting.  So, to take on the 
job I would need some help.  
My absence indicates that 
the Board accepted that con-
dition and, I am very thankful 

to say, Jim Williams stepped 
up to its stand in obligation in 
his position as President-Elect. 
So --- I am AWWL instead of 
AWOL, and both Edie and I 
very much appreciate the op-
portunity we are having for the 
family trip of a lifetime. 

    Enough for mia cul-
pa. I have been regularly 
watching the Oregon weather 
report and weather radar and 
realizing that back home things 
have been awfully wet. Good 
time for the film Noah to have 
its debut, I guess!   Now I know 
from experience that Jessie 
and Arlen won't let a little thing 
like record rainfall stop their 
search for our finned friends, 
but I am suspecting that most 
of the rest of you are watching 
March Madness rather than 
practicing it. Although I brought 
at least minimal fly fishing 
gear, and salt water flies, I 
have so far been searching in 
vain for a knowledgeable Kona 
coast native to help 
me at least try to 
catch a fish in Hawai-
ian waters.  Mean-
while, Edie and I 
have been snorkling 
a lot, often just float-
ing with Hawaiian 
green back turtles. 
And today, while pre-
paring to stand on an 
underwater lava out-
cropping, to rest after 
several minutes of 
floating in 15 +/- feet 
of water, I changed 

my plans when a Moray Eel 
popped its head out a foot be-
low my fins. I guess there are 
some downsides to paradise! 

    Mahalo nui loa for 
your understanding and sup-
port for my current "rough" du-
ty assignment.  And, as I know 
you do, I hope to see some 
more successful and current 
Oregon fishing experience pic-
tures (like Arlen's masterpiece 
redsides photo) circulated by 
club members before my re-
turn. 

 

Bruce Anderson, President 

ñPrez Sezò ð by Bruce Anderson  

My little Eel friend 
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He served four years on the 

State of Oregon's Independent 

Multidisciplinary Science Team.  

He has served on four inde-

pendent scientific review panels 

for the California Bay-Delta Au-

thority. Jim has worked with or-

ganizations such as the Oregon 

Business Council, Bonneville 

Power Administration, Oregon 

Trout, Native Fish Society, The 

North Umpqua Foundation, 

EcoTrust, Portland General 

Electric, The Wilderness Socie-

ty, Pacific Rivers Council, Trout 

Unlimited, and the Jamestown 

Sôkallam Tribe. 

 

He is the author of two books, 

the award-winning, ñSalmon 

without Rivers: A History of the 

Pacific Salmon Crisisò and 

ñSalmon, People and Place: A 

biologists search for salmon re-

coveryò.   

 

(Note:  There was an ad on 

page 2 of the same RG edition 

for a screening of the industry 

produced , pro-hatchery film 

"Hatchery and Wild".  More info 

is at 

www.hatcheryandwild.com/ ) 

 

Stevie Brehm, Program Chair 

 

OUTINGS SCHEDULEÀRobert 

Dusine  

April Program 

(Continued fm P. 1) 

May 14-18th - Deschutes Riv-
er Salmon fly hatch, Multi day, 
Bob Howell & Mike Brinkley,  
fishmasters 

June - Town Run for Summer 
Steelhead, Day trip, Gary 
McKenney, fishmaster 

July 11-13th - Umpqua Bass, 
Multi day, Mark Rauch fish-
master 

July/August - East Lake, Gail 
Campbell & Robert Dusine 
fishmasters 

September  -  Gold Lake, Mul-
ti day, B.O.D fishmasters 

September  26-28th -  Kalama 
Cup on the Upper Umqua with 
the Evergreen WA club. Multi 
day, Everyone fishmasters. 

 

The Deschutes River 
Salmonfly outing has been 
scheduled for May 14-18th and 
the group will be camping at 
the Trout Creek campground. 
You may wade the river in the 
general vicinity or float down 
river or across the river for less 
crowds and better access.  
Mike Brinkley and Bob Howell 
will be the fishmasters so give 
them a call or e-mail them for 
more info. There will also be a 
sign-up sheet at the next gen-
eral meeting.  Reminder:  You 
will need a permit to fish 
across the river on the reser-
vation.  They can be pur-
chased online or in Madras.  
Donôt even think of fishing 
there with out one!  

The Town Run for summer 
run steelhead will be held on 
a Saturday in June. Gary 
McKenney will show us how 
its done right here in town... 
you donôt even have to get up 
way early and drive for 2 
hoursé.how cool is that! 
Wade or float, he has a plan 
for all. 

 

 

Keep in mind all outing dates 

are tentative and may be re-

vised once the actual condi-

tions are known. We will keep 

in touch with the general 

membership through the 

Google Group and by phone 

with the members who have 

signed up for the outing when 

each of the outings draw near. 

You may sign up for an outing 

by e-mailing me or the fish-

master or at the meeting with 

the sign up sheet that will be 

passed around. 

There are still a few opportu-

nities available to you to show 

your support and give back to 

our club by volunteering to 

fishmaster an outing or if you 

wish to sponsor an outing not 

listed please give me a call or 

e-mail meéé 

 

Robert Dusine, Outings 

http://www.hatcheryandwild.com/
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Our McKenzie River Trout 
Study Google Group has been 
quiet for a while, since the sus-
pension of the Trout Study last 
fall. I'm hoping that we can 
bring some life back to it. 
 
As you know, the study will not 
be conducted this year. How-
ever, as we related a couple of 
months ago, we still plan to 
have the review meeting to go 
over last year's data in April. 
You will hear more about that 
soon. 
 
In the meantime, I have a re-
quest and a proposal to make. 
Even though we won't be en-
gaging in a quantitative popu-
lation analysis via tagging this 
year, I think we can still gather 
some useful fishing infor-
mation. Over the course of the 
last four years, since the dis-
continuance of hatchery plant-
ing in this section, we have 
seen the fish number esti-
mates going up. We have also 
seen the fishing improve, first 
with smaller fish, and then larg-
er ones. Last year was a ban-
ner one for fishing in that sec-
tion, with good numbers of 
larger fish and several that 
broke the 20-inch mark. 
 
Will it continue this year? I'm 
proposing that we find out. I 
plan to fish the Study Section 
as often as I can, and I hope 

each of you will too. So that 
we can keep track of the 
amount of fishing effort and 
the results, I'm requesting 
that each of us fish that sec-
tion whenever possible, and 
report the results to the rest 
of the group. Reporting via 
this Google Group is the best 
option, but if you don't want 
to do that, you can email 
your report to me so I can 
compile the records and 
share them later with every-
one. 
 
If possible, keep written rec-
ords of each fish and your 
best estimate of its size. We 
won't have the metal ODFW 
measuring trays, so either 
guesstimate or, like I do, use 
marks on your rods. If you 
don't keep a written record, 
then just give us your best 
recollection of results when 
you get home. 
 
That's it. Share your results, 
and see how everyone else 
is doing, compared to previ-
ous years. 
 
I'll get us started. 
 
 

FISHING REPORT FOR 
MONDAY, MARCH 24 
 
On Monday I got out on the 
river for the first time this 

year, managing to catch the 
last day of fine weather (high 
74 degrees). River level was 
a bit higher than I like (2.5 ft 
at Vida), but not bad, and wa-
ter temperature at 1 pm was 
46 degrees. In other words, it 
was great! 
 
Besides fishing, my goal was 
to check out the braided sec-
tion upstream of the canal 
outlet where it changes every 
winter--sometimes making 
boating a challenge. I took my 
small one-person pontoon, 
because it can usually get 
through or around any prob-
lem spots. 
 
Launched at 11:50 am. 
Skipped fairly quickly through 
the first couple of miles, want-
ing to get down to some fa-
vorite areas for the hoped-for 
March Brown hatch. Luck was 
with me. Below a big riffle I 
started seeing an MB or two 
on the water, and then a rise  

15 Incher 

TROUT STUDY  REPORT & River 

InvestigationðArlen Thomason 
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 over on the right, at 
about 1:30. I pulled over and 
started wading and casting dry 
flies to occasionally-rising fish. 
They turned out to be players.  

 
I stayed at this spot for about 
45 min. There never was a 
wide-open feeding frenzy. You 
could easily have passed by 
and thought that nothing was 
happening. But in the space of 
that time, I landed 5 more fish, 
not a one under 11", and lost 
several more. Besides the 15-
incher, another one went 17". 
Most notably, I broke my per-
sonal McKenzie redside rec-
ord by 0.5" when one whopper 
came in at 20.5", as measured 
by marks on my rod. (My arm 
is still sore from fighting that 
one on my 4-wt.) Unfortunate-
ly I had walked too far from 
the boat to retrieve my cam-
era. So no picture of that fish 
(remember, fishermen lie 
about size--researchers don't), 
but I'll show you the fly that 
caught it. 

Size 12 Hacker Stacker Fly 
that caught the biggie  

 
Thanks and tip of the hat to 
Steve Brehm for turning me 
on to this fly, a type of hack-
le stacker, last year. Since 
then I've used it a lot, and it 
seems to be particularly 
good at bringing up fish that 
are not actively rising. On 
Monday that fly took the big-
gest fish and several others. 
 
But in my two-fly setup, the 
smaller trailing emerger pat-
tern--another hackle stacker 
variant--attracted the larger 
share of the action. It hangs 
mostly below the film, and is 
hard to see without the larg-
er fly to serve as a nearby 
visual marker. 
 

March Brown emerger 
Size 16 
 
Throughout the day I had 
noticed a few small Gran-
nom (aka Mother's Day) 
caddisflies hatching, and as 
the day wore on, more and 
more showed up. Not the 
blizzard-like, water-
carpeting hatch that we 

sometimes get (usually not until 
early April), but a lot of them 
nevertheless. Eventually I saw 
fish coming up to them occa-
sionally. But I stuck with the two 
flies above, which continued to 
draw strikes. 
 
Finding a few willing fish here, a 
few there as I moved downriver, 
by the end I had landed 11 fish 
by my count, none under 10", 
most in the 12-14" range; includ-
ing 2 cutthroats. I lost a big one 
right above the takeout at 5 pm, 
and probably another half dozen 
at other spots. Plenty of action 
overall to keep me happy. 
 
Finally, a word about the braided 
stretch above the canal outlet. 
As expected, it has changed a 
lot since last fall. There is now 
only one reasonable choice of 
channels, the middle one. Actu-
ally, you will now perceive it as 
the only channel. The entrance 
to last year's river right channel 
has been obliterated. 

On river right, looking up-
stream. Remainder of right 
channel just this side of trees  
(Contôd on P. 8) 

TROUT STUDY  REPORT & River 

InvestigationðArlen Thomason 


