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Fishing is not an escape from life, but often a deeper immersion into it..." - Harry Middleton

March Program—Bob Wolfe
TROUT OF NE OREGON
Bob Wolfe has been an avid fly fisherman for nearly
fifty years and grew up fishing the Sierra Nevada’s in
central and northern California. After spending two
tours with the U.S. Army he went to work for the U.S.
Forest Service in Oregon. He feels blessed to always work in an area with great fly fishing opportunities including over 20 years in the Grants Pass area
fly fishing the Rogue and Umpqua.
Bob recently retired after 36 years with the Forest
Service, the last 14 years as a Law Enforcement Officer assigned to the Umatilla and Wallowa-Whitman
National Forests in NE Oregon. One of the benefits of
this job, according to Bob, was an opportunity to become very familiar with the lakes and streams in NE
Oregon, particularly in the Blue Mountains and the Elk
Horn Range. As an avid fly fisherman he was always
looking for fishing opportunities wherever he worked.
He considers NE Oregon to be filled with fly fishing
destinations and one of the best kept secrets in the
country.
Bob is also a founding member and past president of
the Blue Mountain Flycasters Club in Pendleton. As a fly tying instructor, casting instructor and
fly fishing instructor, he had the opportunity to introduce hundreds of people to the great sport of fly fishing and the fly fishing opportunities in NE Oregon.
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Calendar:
 March 5th—Board Meeting
 March 17th—General Meeting with Bob
Wolfe presenting
The Board of Directors meets on the first
Wednesday from 7-9p in the Market of
Choice Conference Room, unless announced
otherwise.
The General Membership Meeting is held
on the 3rd Monday from 6 to 9p at Lewis and
Clark Catering next to the Mercedes dealership on MLK.

Continued on page 3
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“Prez Sez” — by Bruce Anderson
article for a related secrets
question.

March 2014
Watching the rain
continue to puddle up in
my driveway, I wonder,
like you, if the fish have
gotten lost in the continued high water of the last
month just as our early
season fishing has. If any
of you have managed to
find a way to coax our silver sided friends onto a
hook in the midst of this
deluge, please share your
secrets with your MFF
friends. And after you do
that, expand on those secrets in a book that is
bound to become a best
seller among water
logged NW fly fishers. See
the last paragraph of this

With not much else to
do in these circumstances,
but to avoid sitting and
rusting, your board of directors has been active on a
number of fronts in the last
30 days. We have confirmed
final plan details for what
will now be named and presented as our 50th Anniversary Reunion and Picnic to
Have you ever had success using a scent attractor on flies under high
water conditions? Wade
in on this subject, but
avoid any deep holes!
be held July 17 at Bill and
Lyn Neel’s Copper Windmill
Ranch. In addition to current club members, their
spouses and significant others , we will be reaching out
to and inviting all former
club members for whom we
appear to have any reliable
means of contact, with the
goal of having a reunion as
well as an anniversary celebration. To ensure our goal
of casting a wide net, if you
know of a definite address

for any former member
please share it with any
board member who will
pass it on to the organizing
committee.
We are also continuing to work on plans for
the June 21 Fly Fishing Festival, under the able supervision of Mike Brinkley
who has answered the call
to step up to the chairperson job for this event due
to an unavoidable June
schedule conflict that has
arisen in Gail Campbell’s
life. Gail will still help out
with the Festival, and will
continue to chair our Beginning Fly Fishing Course,
a 6 session series, aided by
several instructors from
our club (Bob Rasmussen,
Jim Dougher, Clint Brumitt,
Hal Legard & Mike Brinkley). This course is open
only to members of the
three local fly fishing clubs.
It has 19 people enrolled
and a waiting list of folks
who wanted to participate.
The interest in the course
really demonstrates the
importance of our reactivating our Education
Committee this year and
focusing its work on the
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“Prez Sez” Continued — by
Bruce Anderson
needs of beginning fly fishers. We all owe Gail and her
instructor volunteers a
world of thanks for answering the call.

request for you to share
some email commentary
that seems particularly
appropriate to our brown
water season. I recently
overheard two members,
Turning to monthly
who had to abandon the
club meeting matters, the
board wants to standardize fly in high water to seek
out the wily winter steelmeeting time information
head, talking about scent
and also ensure that we
conclude all meeting-related attractors that work best
on one’s choice of alternaactivities in not more than
three hours. So --- whatever tive terminal tackle. What
you may have read or heard is your opinion on this arin the past, here is the word omatic subject (using a
pen name if you wish to
from the horse’s mouth on
how to approach the trough: remain anonymous with
your alternative admission). And even more imNEW MEETING SCHEDULE
portantly, have you ever
had success using such a
scent attractor on flies un6:00 - 6:45p.m -Wet Fly/
der high water condiFisherman’s Lie Swapping
tions? Wade in on this
Time
subject, but avoid any
6:45 - 7:30 - Dinner and
deep holes!
Guest Introduction
7:30 - 7:50 Announcements & Fishing
Reports

Tight lines and dryer
clothes,

7:50 - 8:00 -Break
8:00 - 9:00 -Program
(including time for questions)

Bruce Anderson, President

Bob Wolfe—
Cont’d from p.1
Bob originated and developed
the Buzz Hackle fly, with several variations, for both trout
and steelhead. He has
demonstrated these patterns
for several years at the NW Fly
Tiers Expo, receiving great interest and positive feedback
from people all over the
west. His newest creation is
the very productive Magic
Midge series of chironomid
patterns and he enjoys helping
others fish his flies.
Fly Fishing NE Oregon
Fly Fishing NE Oregon presentation highlights fly fishing opportunities on lakes and
streams in the Umatilla and
Wallow-Whitman National Forests along with local Steelhead
streams such as the John Day
River and the Umatilla River. The presentation tells how
to access and fish the most
productive waters with lots of
scenic photographs. NE Oregon is still one of the few areas
where a fly fisher can consistently have 100-fish days and
not see another fisherman.
Stevie Brehm, Program
Chair

Let me close with a
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ODFW Spring Calendar of Events
Hello all!
Although the Farmer’s Almanac indicates at least one
more big storm before we dry out, these warmer temperatures remind me that Spring is right around the corner! We usually have several events lined up for Spring
and early Summer, and this year is no exception.

Travel Lane County Kid’s Adventure Club
March 22nd, 10:00-noon Travel Lane County Adventure
Center (near Gateway Mall)
ODFW is partnering once again with Travel Lane County
for this super-fun event. The Kid’s Adventure Club is a
quarterly themed event and on March 22nd, the theme will
be fishing, just in time to kick off Spring Break! While the
target age is grade school, kids of all ages attend and participate in a range of activities, including fly casting, spin
casting, fly tying, lure making, backyard bass, knot tying,
fish-themed crafts and more. Two years ago, when we
participated in this event, we had over 120 young people
attend. Other partners include the Cascade Family Flyfishers and Cabelas. We could definitely use more hands,
so if you are interested in volunteering, please contact me
for more information and plan to arrive around 9:30. Even
if you are not interested in volunteering find a kid to bring
and enjoy this very fun morning!

Family Fishing Days
We will have three Family Fishing Day Events this
year. Two will occur on Saturdays (one in conjunction
with Free Fishing Weekend) and one will occur on a Sunday, based on the outstanding response we received to
our pilot Sunday event last year. You can find a list with
all of the Family Fishing events scheduled across the
state here:http://www.dfw.state.or.us/education/angling/
family_fishing.asp
April 5, 9:30-1:30 Row River Nature Park (formerly
known as East Regional Park or Cottage Grove
Ponds): This Saturday event is very popular and has a
good turnout. If you’d like to volunteer for this event,
please plan to arrive by 9:00.
May 4, 9:30-1:30 Alton Baker Canoe Canal: This Sunday event was very popular last year with high attend-

ance. If you’d like to volunteer for this event, please plan to
arrive by 8:45.
June 7, 9:30-1:30 Alton Baker Canoe Canal: This Saturday event coincides with Free Fishing weekend, the weekend of the year where no one needs to purchase an angling
license prior to fishing, regardless of age. It replaces the
Free Fishing Weekend event that used to be held at Leaburg Fish Hatchery and is extremely popular. If you volunteer for any fishing event this year, this is the one to
choose! If you’d like to volunteer for this event, please plan
to arrive by8:30 for a pre-event meeting and preparation.

High Cascade Lakes Backpack Stocking
July 19th: Come join us in this biennial stocking event that
will get the whole family (or neighborhood, church group, or
scout pack) out into the mountains for the day! Every other
year, ODFW recruits volunteers to pack fingerling trout into
high Cascades lakes for release. Over time, these fish
grow into catchable trout that create a unique fishing opportunity in our area. Each participant needs to provide their
own backpack; we double-line your pack with plastic bags,
fill it with water, ice, fish and a tiny shot of oxygen before
taping the bag up and sending you on your way. We will
also provide you with a map and explicit directions to the
lake that you are stocking. We can tailor the load size for
all hikers (even really little ones!), and will make sure that
you are headed to a lake with a hike that is suitable for your
party. The majority of trips leave from Willamette Hatchery
in Oakridge, but there are some lakes that we stock out of
Leaburg Hatchery, up the McKenzie River. If you are interested, please let me know.
That is all for now. As always, I welcome your thoughts and
ideas, so please drop me a line if you have something specific in mind. If you would rather not be on this list, or would
like me to use an alternate email address, please let me
know and I will update your information. And of course, if
you have fish stories, I’d love to hear them.
See you out there,
Shannon Richardson
Fish Biologist, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
STEP Program
541-726-3515 x 28
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Auction
Follow-up
At the auction last November
we had an outstanding slate
of member donated outings
and social events that were
snapped up by willing and
generous bidders. Now the
challenge is to get all of the
events scheduled, and executed. Everyone involved is
happier and more willing to
offer outings and to bid again
if the trips and events actually
take place.
Bid winners--please follow
up with your host and begin
to arrange your trip or
event.
Hosts--please be proactive
to get your bid winners lined
up with your availability. I
have the records and I can
assist in matching up bid winners and member hosts.
The auction committee will
be recruiting 3 or 4 more new
outings and events for this
year's November
17th auction, and I would be
extremely appreciative if
each 2013 item is offered
again.
Thanks again to everyone
that made the 2013 such a
great event.
Mark Rauch, Auction Chair

MFF Helps at
NW Tyers & Fly
Fishing Expo
NW Fly Tyers Expo
The McKenzie Flyfishers
were asked to provide volunteers at The NW Fly Tyers
and Fly Fishing Expo in Albany. The club volunteers
manned the closeout at the
oral auction for the FFF function on Saturday March 8.
The club was represented by
Jim Boyd, Clint Brumitt, Jim
Dougher, Greg & Mary Jo
Pitts. Thanks for the help.
Greg Pitts
FFF Rep

Sparky Takes a
Bonehead
While vacationing with in-laws
Sparky Rice took a day off on
2/27/14 to Bonefish with Guide
Jon Jon off Kihei on Maui and
was rewarded with the biggest
bonefish he has ever caught 30 Inches, 11 pounds.
Who said there aren’t any bonefish on Maui?
SUGGESTIONS WELCOME
Speaking of Sparky Rice, he
has agreed to organize the
Christmas Party this year. However as a new member he has
only been to one of MFF’s
Christmas Parties, so would like
to get feedback from our members. Please send your comments and suggestions to
Sparky at sparkyrice@msn.com
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Celebrating 50 Years: A Look at the First MFF Newsletter
Our first newsletter was in May, 1964, and
edited by Stan Walters and Dave (Skip)
Hosfield. As we approach 50 years as an
active club in Eugene, it’s good to look back
at our history and remember those who got
it all started:

INAUGURAL DINNER MEETING TERMED
SUCCESS
“Monday evening, April 20th, 1964, the first
monthly dinner meeting was held at the Eugene Hotel. An interested group of 57 members and prospective members turned out
to hear Ralph Swan of the Game Commission talk about the function and organization
of that agency and to see color movies of
Summer Steelhead fishing in the Snake
River country of Southeastern Washington.
The latter were available through the generosity of the Evergreen Flyfishers of Everett, Washington and President Bill Nelson
who is a feature performer of the film.

Ed note: As I read the first edition, I was struck by how much
the club has stayed true to the original purpose of the club
(except the part about being for men only—that is one aspect of
our history we have wisely updated). Read these excerpts from
the first newsletter and see if you agree.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
“Anyone interested in membership in McKenzie Flyfishers wants to
know, and should know, the reasons why the club was formed and
what its purposes are. The club, as it was conceived and organized
by the persons who now comprise its officers and board of directors,
has three aspects. They are:
1. To enjoy social contact with other men interested in fly fishing.
2. To promote fly fishing...both inside and outside the organization.
3. To protect and increase fly fishing resources.
Part 1—SOCIAL CONTACT
The dinner meeting is not, of course, the only opportunity for social
contact among members. There will be committee meetings and special projects, fly fishing clinics, outings, fishing trips and other activities. It is expected that many enduring friendships will grow out of
association made in the club.

The business session of the meeting included introduction of the Club Officers and the
Board of Directors, a statement of the aims
of the club which was given by Riley Woodford (and is attached herewith) followed by
informal remarks by Bill Nelson relative to
our hopes for the future development of the
Club.

Part 2—TO PROMOTE FLY FISHING

FROM THE FLY TYER’S VISE

Part 3—TO PROTECT AND INCREASE OUR FLY FISHING RESOURCES.

Fly tying members are urged to be on the
lookout for Samoyed dogs. Anyone owning
such a dog doubtless knows that the required periodic grooming of these longhaired white canines produces copious
quantities of hair. What is not so generally
known is that the long silky hair is one of the
very finest dubbing furs known. It can be
easily spun by hand into a long tough strand
which will not tear apart when wound. It is
pure white and can be dyed easily. Anyone
knowing a Samoyed should put in his bid for
the combings.”

It is the official opinion of this organization that the use of the artificial
fly is the most satisfying method of angling, and that fly fishing should
be actively encouraged among the general fishing population. One of
the main purposes of the club is to learn from each other. The club
consists of people with varying degrees of fly fishing proficiency...from seasoned experts to eager beginners. We have people with
a variety of specialized fly fishing skills.

We do not intend to be passive with regard to conservation and legislation affecting outdoor recreation. We will promote our cause whenever we see an opportunity, and oppose our enemies whenever they
show themselves. We will join forces with other outdoor groups, and
solicit their support, when collective effort can help further our mutual
purposes. However, we do not intend to dissipate our energies and
influence on causes which have little or no direct relationship to fly
fishing as a sport. We can, for example, be instrumental in establishing a run of summer steelhead in the McKenzie River. Many obstacles to this idea immediately come to mind, but it can be done. We
can be instrumental in getting more of Oregon's streams and lakes
reserved for fly fishing. It will take time and effort, but it can be done.”
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FISH HEADS AND TALES—Excerpts from our own Arlen Thomason’s—
”BUGWATER”, “Marching into Spring” Chapter
It’s almost here! I mean Spring. And
we are wondering when we are going
to venture out and catch our first fish
of the season. This excerpt from Arlen’s great book gives us good information about the fly to use:

While the signature biological hallmark of the mayfly may be
its transformation from one adult
winged stage (dun) into a second
winged stage (spinner), it is the
emergence of the dun from the
nymph that is the most glorious of
events to a fly fisher. The “hatch”
is what nearly every ardent trout
angler lives for. The quality of the
hatch often goes hand in hand
with the quality of the fishing. If we
visit a new river, one of the first
questions we ask is: “What’s
hatching?”
And in many parts of North
America and Western Europe, after a winter of waiting, the first answer to that question will be:
“March browns.” Perhaps no other insect is steeped in more flyfishing lore than this most anticipated of mayflies. Usually arriving
with the onset of spring, the hatch
signals that good times have returned. The subject of our esteem
is a member of the “clinger” clan
of mayflies, a subtype with dorsoventrally flattened nymphs
adapted for clinging tenaciously to
rocks in fast water, and belonging

to the family Heptageniidae.
In all locales, the adults
are on the medium-large side
for a mayfly, usually a number
12-14 hook size, and are of a
generally brownish color with
pronounced wing venation.
But despite having the same
common name, March browns
are not the same bug the
world over. The genus and
species going by that name
varies from place to place.
Given that there are a
variety of mayfly species
stretching over two continents
that answer to the same common name, you might assume
they all share this sobriquet
because they are all brown
and all hatch in March. But
you would be just half right—
they are all brown, or at least
brownish. And the European
March brown and the western
North American March brown
do hatch in a February to April
time frame, depending on the
latitude, altitude, and weather.
But the U.S. eastern/
midwestern March brown
doesn’t usually start hatching
until late May, and even later
in some places. So why is it
called a March brown, if it
doesn’t hatch in March, and

doesn’t even belong the
same genus as the other
March browns? And for that
matter, are blue-winged olives the same everywhere,
do they belong to the same
species, and do they have
olive bodies and blue
wings? Are all pale morning
duns of the same species,
are they pale, and do they
hatch in the morning?
It’s as if some club of
tweed-wearing insiders got
together and decided on a
secret, nonsensical naming
code that would have meaning only to the initiated.
But take heart, because I’m about to give you
the key to the code—even
though it may still leave you
shaking your head in bemusement, and no more
satisfied with the situation.
A sort of reverse logic has
been selectively applied. To
wit: many insects central
to fly fishing are named
for artificial flies tied to
imitate them, and not the
other way around.

Bugwater, Stackpole
Books, 2010, by Arlen
Thomason
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Year’s first outing—munsel lake
Munsel Lake Outing
Saturday March 22, 2014
Who: All Mckenzie Flyfishers
and their guests
What: An outing to Munsel
Lake, just North of Florence
Where: Munsel Lake can be
reached off of Highway 126 by
driving North up the North Fork
Siuslaw Road and then turning
West onto Munsel Lake Road,
or by driving North on Highway
101 and then turning East onto
Munsel Lake Road. A map will
be available at the March 17
Club Meeting.
When: The outing will begin
with an optional, no-host breakfast at the Three Rivers Casino
from about 8:00 AM to 9:00
AM, followed by fishing at the
lake. The Casino is just West of
the intersection of Highway 126
and the North Fork Siuslaw
Road. Turn right off the highway and drive up to the casino
parking lot. Meet in the casino
coffee shop for breakfast.
There is a lot of room for boat
trailers in the parking lot. Lunch
will be served at Munsel Lake
County Park Boat Landing at
1:00 PM.
Other: Rainbow trout are being

stocked in Munsel Lake again
this year, according to the
state stocking schedule. Plenty of fish should be available
for our outing, but it is

Beautiful Photos from
Catch Online Magazine

up to you to figure out how to
catch them.
Contact: If you have questions about the outing, contact
Jeff DeVore at 541-343-3109,
or email oakcrk@aol.com. Information about fishing Munsel Lake will be provided at
the March Club Meeting, and
a sign-up sheet will be passed
around to encourage boat and
ride sharing.
See you out there.
Jeff DeVore, Fishmaster
DESCHUTES STONEFLY
HATCH OUTING
Put the always popular
Deschutes outing on your calendar now. It will be the
weekend of May 14-18th at
the Trout Creek campground
and will be hosted by Mike
Brinkley and Bob Howell. In
the past, some participants
have brought their drift or
pontoon boats, but most of
the action is wading. Bicycles
can also be used to go upriver
on the trail more quickly. Sign
up at the next meeting.

ROD BUILDING
Skip Hosfield wants to renew
his offer to let club members
build their own rods in his shop
with his equipment. Cost is
usually around $200 for materials. First come, first serve.
Give him a call at 541-3455029 if you are interested.
ODFW PHOTO
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McKenzie Flyfishers
Officers of the Club
President::
President elect:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Bruce Anderson
Jim Williams
Dave Thomas
Bob Rasmussen

345-2860
741-5991
505-7213
687-9562

Committees
Auction:

Mark Rauch
+Ulloa, Grass,
Dougher & Whang
Conservation
Arlen Thomason
Education:
Gail Campbell
+Brinkley & Rasmussen
FFF Rep:
Greg Pitts
Holiday Party:
Sparky Rice
House & Raffle:
Walt Petty
Library:
Ted Taylor
Membership:
Gary McKenney
+Mason & Pavel
Newsletter/Handbook: Bob Howell
Outings:
Robert Dusine
+Brumitt
Programs:
Stevie Brehm
+Laing, Starr
Projects:/Picnic
Open
Web Site:
Liz Yocom
+Thomas & Thomason
50th Anniversary
Ted Ledgard
+Compton,
Dougher, Pitts, Starr
&Williams
Nelson Memorial
Bill Laing
+Brinkley & Arenson
Lawsuit Oversight
Dave Thomas
+Rasmussen &
Thomason

At-Large Voting Members
Clint Brumitt
Carolyn Mason
Mark Rauch
John O’Connor

683-3101
689-6686
345-0732
343-5399

345-0732

726-8725
683-8725
689-4812
687-1260
683-1639
953-7226
484-4539

MFF Club Statement
of Purpose

521-6765

The McKenzie Fly Fishers comprise a group of people who
share an interest in fly fishing.
The Club was conceived and organized in April of 1964 to:

689-6686

1. Enjoy social contact with others interested in fly fishing.

505-7623
603-0811

653-9906

688-5439
505-7213

2. Encourage fly fishing as a
method of angling, and
3. Protect and increase the fishery resources
Membership is open to any person over 21 years of age who is
interested in fly fishing. General
club membership meetings,
board meetings, and fishing outings are open to the public.
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McKenzie Fly Fishers
c/o 3070 Powell St.
c/o
3070 Oregon
Powell St.
Eugene,
97405
Eugene, Oregon 97405

Club President: Ted Ledgard
Club
President:
Bruce Anderson
Phone:
541-222-9021

An Invitation to Join

McKenzie Flyfisher’s meetings are held at
Lewis and Clark Catering on MLK Blvd in Eugene
on the third Monday of each month. Most folks try
to arrive about 6 in order to tell fish stories and sip
a beverage from the cash bar. A delicious buffet
dinner, for a nominal $17, is normally served
about 6:45, and is followed by the introduction of
guests, and a short update on club business.
There is a break after dinner, then a presentation
by our featured guest speaker, usually a guide or
fishing expert familiar with the Northwest fishing
scene, followed by a raffle of fishing items.
Joining our club gives you access to the
expertise and insight of its membership. Many of
our members have years of experience and
knowledge about fly casting, fly tying, and fly fishing in general. After they get to know and trust
you, some may even share the location of their
“secret fishing hole”. There are occasional classes in tying, rod-building, and casting and we
even have some well known biologists in the
group to help us all become attuned to the science
of insects and their life and hatching stages or cycles.
Outings include overnight camping as well
as fly fishing. A family atmosphere contributes to
the enjoyment of the out doors. Evenings are
spent in designated campsite around a bustling
fire augmented by gas lanterns when needed.
Enjoy the diversity of our state’s geography, flora
and fauna. It’s hard to place a value on such experiences, but it surely exceeds the annual membership fee of $45.
Please call our Membership Chair, Gary
McKenney at 541-484-4539 with any questions
about our club or if you are interested in joining
us.
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