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MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING
Please check your calendar and make sure that the monthly meeting of the McKenzie Fly Fishers
is there in bold print - Monday, January 15, 2018 at Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way,
Springfield. Cocktails and an opportunity to chat and mingle at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speakers at
8:00.

PREZ SEZ …
Sparky Rice
Now is a good time to look back over the last year and see how we did as a club in measuring up
to our three stated goals, 1. Promoting flyfishing as a means of angling, 2.
Socializing with other flyfishers, and 3.Conservation.
We’ve had some outstanding speakers at our meetings and we’ve had some great outings, even
though three of them got cancelled secondary to the weather. Our last outing at Gold Lake was
written up in the last issue Northwest Flyfisher Magazine with multiple members mentioned by
name.
We had 7 new members join us this last year. New members are the lifespring of Mckenzie
Flyfishers, so introduce yourself when you see a new face.
Outside the ordinary we have had some new projects this year. In conjunction with the Caddis
Fly Shop we awarded our local game wardens with gear so they do not have to wade wet when
on duty. Mike Layne and Terry Willis gave fly casting lessons at Oakridge High school. We
had a garage sale for 11 boxes of books and 15 boxes of fly tying material. In March Mckenzie
Flyfishers was awarded the Oregon Fly Fishing Club of the Year for our taking over the whole
process of registration at the Oregon Expo in Albany and setting a record in signing up a record
number of new International Flyfisher Federation (IFF) members. Thank You Terry for
organizing this and being our clubs new representative to the Oregon Council of IFF.
MFF continued to participate in the Mckenzie River Cleanup and Salmon Watch. Thank you
Bob Bumstead for again organizing our participation in these events.
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We also formed a new Ad Hoc committee to take stock of membership recruiting and look at
ways to involve new members as well as old members in accomplishing our three major goals.
More on that after this committee has concluded their deliberations and presented their
recommendations to the board for consideration for possible modification and approval.
Our three major non-fishing events this year were a lot of fun and well attended. Thank you Jeff
and Joanie DeVore for putting on another great picnic in a long line of picnics you have hosted.
Our Auction is a work intensive event that was also successful this year thanks to Jim Rhoten
and his many helpers. Thank you also to Patrick Dowd for organizing a festive Holiday Party
with an outstanding dinner.
So I am happy with our club this year in our functioning, involvement, and
accomplishments. We are a small club and it takes a lot of participation and volunteering to be
successful. I look forward to this coming year to see where we go and what we can
accomplish. It will depend on the involvement of you our members. So if you are not involved
look at our three goals and see how you can fit in. I am very pleased to see Al Eckerdt and the
new board leading the charge. Ask anyone of them on where you can help out.
In closing I wish a Happy New Year to you all and may your fishing dreams come true in 2018.

Marc Williamson The Art & Science of Fishing Moving Waters
Mike Starr
Marc Williamson is a retired educator and lifelong fisher. During his 45 year career as an
educator he was a teacher, principal, assistant superintendent, and professor of education at
Warner Pacific College.
Since his academic retirement his love for teaching has continually grown. His background in
education and his lifelong love affair with fly-fishing have made him a respected and sought
after fly-fishing educator.
He has become a certified fly fishing guide and instructor for Water Time Outfitters,
www.watertimeoutfitters.com. He instructs and teaches fly-fishing schools, and presents fly
fishing seminars and workshops throughout the Pacific Northwest. His presentations are seen by
hundreds at shows throughout Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana. Marc currently coinstructs a fly fishing school at Clydehurst Ranch in McLeod Montana. He is co-founder and
Director of Northwest Christian Fly Fishing Inc. That organization has put on a fly-fishing camp
since 1995. He is a long-time member of the (IFFF) FFI.
His presentation includes the following:
- Fly Fishing the Central Oregon Lakes and Rivers
- Fly Fishing the Crooked River
- Fly Fishing the Crooked River
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The Art and Science of:
- Reading Still Water
- Fly Fishing Still Water
- Reading Water (moving)
- Fly Fishing Water (moving)

2018 Board Nominees
The following officers will be voted on by the members at our January meeting.
Officers:
President
President Elect
Secretary
Treasurer

Al Eckerdt
Jim Rhoten
Dave Thomas
Mike Layne

At-Large voting Board Members:
Mark Campbell
Bob Howell
Monte Matthews
Tom Fauria
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FUTURE PROGRAMS
JANUARY 15, 2018 — Mark Williamson – Fly Fishing Water (moving).
FEBRUARY 19, 2018 — Rick Hafele – Subject TBA
MARCH 19, 2018 — Gordon Grant – McKenzie Watershed
APRIL 16, 2018 —John Kreft – Fly Fishing Road Trips
MAY 21, 2018 — Scott Richmond - Brief History of the Deschutes Country or Seasons of the
Deschutes
JUNE 18, 2018 --- Greg Bulkley -Black Drake Ranch
JULY 16, 2018 — ANNUAL PICNIC
AUGUST 20, 2018 — Conrad Gowell - Native Fish Society
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 —Michael T Williams arranged by- Scott -confirmed
OCTOBER 15, 2018 — Oceanographer Burk Hales
NOVEMBER 19, 2018 — CLUB AUCTION
DECEMBER ?? CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY

EVENTS AND OUTINGS
Outing Overview
MCKENZIE FLYFISHERS 2018 OUTING/EVENTS SCHEDULE
DATE

LOCATION

FISHMASTER

TBD
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2018 ALBANY FLYTYING EXPO
MARCH 9-10, 2018
ALBANY EXPO CENTER
HISTORY:
In 2017, I accepted the position as the representative to the Federation of Fly Fishers for the McKenzie Flyfishers
(MFF). Our Club was asked to become involved in not only the efforts of the Federation of Flyfishers (FFI) but to
become involved in the yearly Fly Tying Expo where different Expo assignments were offered. As a board member
of the MFF, I asked the Board their opinion as to which of the assignments seemed to not only fit our interests but
allowed us to participate together as a Club. The MFF accepted the assignment of sponsoring the registration table
where all fly tiers, sponsors and Expo attendees would pass through and contact our club members.
I then sent out a request for MFF volunteers to work one- four (4) hour shift. Many of you responded with offers to
help and assignments were created. Unfortunately, there were a few illnesses and this group stepped up to volunteer
extra time to cover the slots. Some of the MFF members who were attending the Expo also stepped up and
volunteered to help. Each volunteer was given an Expo package which allowed free admission to the Expo, some
drink tickets and other trinkets.
Together, we signed up fifty-five (55) new Federation members and processed over 800 admissions. I personally
took time to contact each of the volunteers and ask for their feedback and every one of them responded they not only
enjoyed their experience, they also enjoyed representing the MFF at the Expo.
As a result of our joint efforts, the MFF was awarded the 2017 Flyfishers Club of the Year by the Oregon Council of
the FFF. The MFF Board accepted this award and presented it to the members during the April 2017 monthly
dinner. The MFF Board also adopted a resolution for the MFF to continue our annual role as a Club to sponsor the
Registration Table at the Flyting Expo.
CURRENT:
The 2018 Expo is now upon us. The Oregon Council and the 2018 Expo Committee has been involved for most of
the year in planning for the event. It is now time for me to reach out and ask for your support in volunteering for
one shift (approximately 4 hours) on either March 9 or March 10. By volunteering, I expect the Expo committee to
give away a 2018 goodie packet but the contents have not been identified. I do know that you will receive free
admission to the Expo.
It is very important to volunteer early because your name must be submitted to the badge makers in time for them to
make out your ID Badge which allows your access to the Expo. Also, by volunteering early, I am able to work with
all of you to organize your assignment date/time.
Please email me your requested date and which shift you would like to work (AM or PM). The AM shift will be
approximately 0800-1200 and the PM shift will be 1200-4PM. If you have no preference regarding the date or shift,
please indicate this and I can use your flexibility to fill in gaps. I am also suggesting that we attend the Friday night
dinner as the MFF Club representatives. I do not know the details of the dinner or menu but if you are interested,
please advise of your interest in attending the dinner event. I will keep everyone informed about the schedule and
dinner.
Thank you in advance for considering this volunteer request. Let’s help make this Expo a great event and to expose
our great Club to all of those who attend the Expo.
Terry Willis
CL: (541) 968-3390
E: tdwillis2@comcast.net

5

MFF LIARS LUNCH ANNOUCEMENT:
Sparky Rice
The Liars Luncheon that is held every Friday at 12:00 - 1:00 has been moved to House of Chen
until further notice. It is across the street from Matt Arena at 1861 Franklin Blvd. Get there 15
minutes early if you want to make sure you get a good seat.

MFF CHARITABLE FUND DONATIONS FOR 2017 YEAR END
Dave Thomas and Sparky Rice
The board received the following proposal for MFF’s year end giving to support conservation.
Arlen and Dave comprise our Conservation Committee. The board is generally favorable to this
proposal. However it would like to receive any feedback you our members would like to give.
Therefore if you would like to comment on this proposal or would like to suggest including other
organizations, then please send those comments and suggestions to both Al Eckerdt
al_ekertd@comcast.net and Mike Layne mike.layne@gmail.com. In suggesting other
organizations please state their name, the reason you think they should be included in our 2017
year end donations and your suggested amount. Thanks for your input.
Sparky
Date: January 1, 2018
From: Arlen Thomason and Dave Thomas
Subject: Proposed Charitable Fund Donations for 2017
Given the strong financial position that the club enjoys at year end: net income (including the
auction) and as of 11/30/2017, $20,695 in the bank and spent $8,196 against a budget of $10,599
we recommend that the club again disperse $3,500 from the Charitable Fund to appropriate nonprofit entities. Those listed below and the amounts recommended have not changed from last
year’s dispersal. However, we have updated the recent accomplishments that we judge to be in
line with the objectives of our club.
Friends of Buford Park and Mt. Pisgah (www.bufordpark.org)
Rationale: This organization continues to thrive in restoring the recently acquired Turtle Flats
property, extending substantially the area for recovery at the confluence of the Coast Fork and
Middle Fork of the Mckenzie river. If you haven’t been out to Turtle Flats, check out the website
and consider a tour. Many of our club members have done this already. In discussions with them,
they have indicated that their fund raising continues to be strong, but they are continually
strapped for unrestricted funds to support the management of their planning process for this
complex development which is expected to go on for at least another decade. It’s notable that
their administrative costs are about 5% of income, making them an unusually efficient
organization.
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Amount: $1,500.00
Mckenzie River Trust (www.mckenzierivertrust.org)
Rationale: These long term friends of the Mckenzie Flyfishers have 30 years of continuing
service in the development and management of properties for conservation in the Willamette
Basin. Their website provides a valuable overview of the protected properties in central western
Oregon that they are involved in. A notable new initiative is the Finn Rock Reach restoration
initiated in 2017. Check this out on their website. While this is a very worthy organization to
support, they have greater than 3 times the funding sources as the Friends of Buford Park and
MT. Pisgah so we judge that our funds would have more impact given to the latter organization.
Also, the Mckenzie River Trust, a more mature organization has a 23% overhead expenditure
rate.
Amount: $1,000.00
Waterwatch (www.waterwatch.org)
Rationale: Waterwatch is the central actor in the contentious issues surrounding the rational
allocation of water in the state. They are advocates of updating Oregon’s century old water rights
laws and protecting local water from damaging exploitation. On the McKenzie River their almost
10 year battle in court came to fruition with the courts denying the proposed commercial
diversion. They have also been a major player in critiquing the proposed move by the ACOE to
allocate water held behind Willamette Project dams for non-conservation purposes. Their
expertise and activities are both unique and essential for fishery conservation.
Amount: $500.00
Native Fish Society (www.nativefishsociety.org)
Rationale: This organization has joined with the MFF on a number of policy fights regarding
protection of wild fish. This year they have initiated a campaign to press for recovery of
Willamette Basin Winter Steelhead and Spring Chinook. Given the state of these fisheries this is
an obvious fishery conservation action. However, given the overlapping, and sometimes
competing, agencies and interests involved, their willingness to take this on is important.
Through their River Stewards program they provide surveillance and coordinate activities on
fishing waters throughout the state. Chris Daughters, owner of the Caddis Fly Shop in Eugene is
their River Steward for the McKenzie River. They are a largely volunteer organization with
about 80% of donations going directly to programs on the water.
Amount: $500.00
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MFF Book Review
Ted Taylor
It has been said in our club that, “He (or she) who dies with the most good stories wins.” One of
the contenders for that ultimate prize has to be club member Bill Laing. And he’s still busy
collecting good stories, so he’s going to be tough to beat.
Laing’s memoir, Waiting for the Hatch, Watching for a Rise, subtitled, A Reflection: The Life of
a Fisherman — People, Places & Rivers Remembered, is a fine winter read. The book was first
published in late 2016 and is in the club library, at local fly shops, and directly from Bill. It’s
worth buying a copy as reference because, well, he lets slip the locations of some of his favorite
spots on the McKenzie, North Umpqua, Rogue and elsewhere.
Bill, a retired dentist, is a charter member of the MFF and also the Federation of Flyfishers, so
there’s some good club history in this book (people you might know or have heard about), and
also a lot of memorable story telling — even a ghost story. If you have ever gotten skunked
while others hauled in lunkers, found a bargain on gear, been puzzled by exotic fly-tying
materials (urine-stained red fox belly fur?), or gotten stuck on trips with obnoxious people, you
will be nodding along with these tales. Bill is generally kind and self-effacing in these wellcrafted stories, but he can also be brutally candid in his observations.
If you are new to the club, Bill’s book can help you appreciate our history, our fascinating mix of
characters, and the sense of adventure that keeps us flinging flies even when the fish just laugh at
us.
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FISHING REPORTS
McKenzie Gold
Stevie
NO Help here, other than Stevie is always on the water and loves fishing when others think it to
be a waste of time. Get out there, swing muddlers and dead drift nymphs!! Nice Fish Stevie!!!
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INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541.501.1774)

2017 BOARD
President Sparky Rice

At-Large Clint Brumitt

President Elect Al Eckerdt

At-Large Jim Rhoten

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Mark Campbell

Treasurer Mike Layne & Bala Palani

At-Large Terry Willis

2017 COMMITTEES
Auction Jim Rhoten

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Patrick Dowd

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

IFFF Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Dick Barnhart

Website Liz Yocom

Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff Devore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Dave Thomas
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert
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