February 2018 ISSUE

MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING
Please check your calendar and make sure that the monthly meeting of the McKenzie Fly Fishers
is there in bold print - Monday, February 22, 2018 at Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way,
Springfield. Cocktails and an opportunity to chat and mingle at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speakers at
8:00.

PREZ SEZ …
Al Eckerdt
"The solution to any problem -- work, love, money, whatever -- is to go fishing, and the
worse the problem, the longer the trip should be."
~John Gierach
Last week we saw the first opening of daffodils – all over town – for me and for decades the
iconic symbol that spring is right around the corner. And with that, another year is here and
moving forward quickly, as they always do. As your incoming president, I am honored to serve
you, the membership. My first order of business was to recruit and retain board members and I
want to thank the following new board members: Bob Howell, Tom Fauria and Monte
Matthews – thanks for stepping forward. And I want to thank returning board members: Dave
Thomas as secretary, Mike Layne as treasurer, Mark Campbell as at-large / newsletter editor.
And thanks to Jim Rhoten for saying yes to becoming president-elect. We have a strong board
that will serve you well. Remember that our priority is you, the membership and anyone on the
board is always ready and willing to listen to suggestions, feedback or anything you want to pass
along.
And I can’t help but think back to a year ago when every normally fishable river in Oregon
wasn’t fishable - swollen to the ‘gills’ and unfishable for months to come. Steelhead trips were
cancelled, the annual Mckenzie River trip was cancelled, as were many other trips cancelled due
to high water. So we know this year just has to be better. And here we have this year with near
70 degree weather last week and folks going out there and landing steelhead like crazy. All of
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this good weather promises to be a banner year for Mckenzie Flyfishers! Great fishing reports
from Carolyn and Scott.
About Club Business:
I thought about what my ‘platform’ should be as your incoming president. I considered a
number of multi-tiered approaches and decided that simpler is better, so the theme of the year is
simple: Have Fun! Have fun at our membership meetings, have fun on the outings, the picnic,
the Expo, have fun volunteering (if you haven’t volunteered, you can and will learn how much
fun it can be). And of course, everyone should plan on having fun fishing.
The club is off to a great start with a full and interesting line up of programs for this year (thanks
to Scott Halpert and the programs team). They even have a program or two scheduled for 2019!
Clint Brumitt is hard at work developing a great set of outings for the club. He has held an ad
hoc meeting of several members, soliciting ideas, suggestions and planning the year. Thanks to
Clint, once again, outings are in capable hands!
Events right around the corner:
Upcoming is the annual Northwest Fly Tyer and Fly Fishing Expo in Albany on March 9 and
10th. About 15 of us are headed up there to staff the Registration desk, a role that we took over
last year and that Terry Willis organized, which earned us the Fly Fishing Club of Oregon –
nicely done Terry! Also due to Terry’s efforts, many of us will be attending the annual Expo
dinner, which enables the club to have a major presence at this key event - great publicity for
Mckenzie Flyfishers. Next outing is the annual Munsel Lake outing, scheduled for March 17.
Clint has an article in this newsletter, so you can get the detail there for our 2018 kickoff event
everyone should look forward to a great day at Munsel. Other outing details listed on page 5.
And on a personal note:
The location was a camping trip in the Washington Cascades with my (though unknown at the
time) future father and mother-in-law, future brother and sister-in-law and my then girlfriend,
now the love of my life for 48 years.
This was my very first fly fishing outing (with my girlfriend as my coach) and three things
happened. First, it was the only time in my 40+ years of fly fishing that I was fishing without a
license. Second, it was the first and only time in my 40+ years of fly fishing that a game warden
approached me and asked for my license. (It was unfortunate that both of these things occurred
on the same day.) He wrote me a ticket (which I couldn’t afford), confiscated by future father-inlaw’s fly rod and told me where I could purchase a money order to get the rod back. So I faced
the embarrassment of explaining to my future father/mother/brother/sister-in-laws that I would
find a way to scrape the $25 together to get the rod back. Which I did but I know their ‘first
impression’ of me was bleak. Obviously there were a few jokes in the years to come.
And third, I didn’t catch any fish. So a rough start to my first introduction to the sport, I
somehow worked my way through the trauma and stuck with it. But a happy ending – I returned
to the sport years later with gusto and love it more than ever. But I have always had a current
license with me when fishing – some lessons are never forgotten.
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February Program
featured speaker

Rick Hafele

Fly Fisher/Fly Tier/Biologist/Author

FIVE MISTAKES YOU DON’T NEED TO
MAKE
Ever wonder why ten percent of the anglers catch ninety percent of the fish? It’s often
because they don’t make these mistakes. Find out what common mistakes to avoid and how
to cure them.
Rick Hafele caught his first trout on a fly at the age of 12 on a spring creek in Missouri. His
interest in flyfishing and aquatic insects fully developed after he moved to the Pacific
Northwest in 1969. Since then he has traveled throughout the West and beyond fishing for
wild native trout, and collecting and studying the insects upon which they feed.
Rick Hafele is a well-known author, lecturer, and authority on aquatic insects and flyfishing.
His on-stream entomology classes have enlightened many of our club members over the
years. His Complete book on Western Hatches is a classic streamside companion. Don’t
make a big mistake and miss Ricks educational and entertaining presentation Five Mistakes
You Don’t Need To Make
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FUTURE PROGRAMS
MARCH 19, 2018 — Gordon Grant – McKenzie Watershed
March our speaker is Gordon Grant an Update on The Geology of the McKenzie Watershed.
Back by popular demand Gordon Grant is a well known respected Geologist/ Hydrologist and
entertaining speaker.
APRIL 16, 2018 —John Kreft – Fly Fishing Road Trips
April our speaker will be John Kreft Flyfishing Road Trips. John is an exquisite fly tier, flytying instructor and Fly-fisher. What could be more fun than going on a road trip with John
Kreft.
MAY 21, 2018 — Scott Richmond - Brief History of the Deschutes Country or Seasons of the
Deschutes
JUNE 18, 2018 --- Greg Bulkley -Black Drake Ranch
JULY 16, 2018 — ANNUAL PICNIC
AUGUST 20, 2018 — Conrad Gowell - Native Fish Society
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 —Michael T Williams arranged by- Scott -confirmed
OCTOBER 15, 2018 — Oceanographer Burk Hales
NOVEMBER 19, 2018 — CLUB AUCTION
DECEMBER ?? CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY
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EVENTS AND OUTINGS
Outing Overview
We are currently developing the outings calendar for the 2018 year. We want to develop a wideranging series of fishing events. Our first one is scheduled for March 17 at Munsel Lake. While
we like to match our outing schedule to the club-meeting schedule, it is not possible in this
event. At Munsel we also like to match our outing with the stocking schedule and ODFW is
stocking the lake the week of March 13-17. Jeff DeVore is organizing the traditional gourmet
lunch for which he is always receives high praise. Sign up will occur at the February meeting on
the 19th.
We are actively recruiting fishmasters for some of our remaining outings. If you can volunteer to
organize one of these events please let us know. Ideas that came from the organizing committee
that do not have fishmasters are listed below. In addition, if you want to sponsor an outing let
me know, we can get it scheduled and see what the interest is from club members. We can have
more than one outing a month if you desire.
April

March Brown

May

Diamond Lake
Davis Lake
Upper Deschutes (above Crane Prairie)
Deschutes R. (Trout Cr. To Maupin)
Deschutes R. (Warm Springs to Trout Cr.)
John Day R. Smallmouth Bass drive in camp
CONFIRMED MCKENZIE FLYFISHERS 2018 OUTING/EVENTS SCHEDULE

DATE

LOCATION

Mar 17

Munsel Lake

May/June

Umpqua R. Shad

June

Town Run (fish dependent)

FISHMASTER
Jeff DeVore
Clint Brumitt (awaiting research of run timing)
Gary McKenney

July/Aug

East Lake

Phil Johnson/Tom Fauria

Sept 29 or Oct 6

Gold Lake

Board of Directors

Sept/Oct

Kalama Cup No. Umpqua R.(exact date to be set)

5

2018 ALBANY FLYTYING EXPO
MARCH 9-10, 2018
ALBANY EXPO CENTER
HISTORY:
In 2017, I accepted the position as the representative to the Federation of Fly Fishers for the McKenzie Flyfishers
(MFF). Our Club was asked to become involved in not only the efforts of the Federation of Flyfishers (FFI) but to
become involved in the yearly Fly Tying Expo where different Expo assignments were offered. As a board member
of the MFF, I asked the Board their opinion as to which of the assignments seemed to not only fit our interests but
allowed us to participate together as a Club. The MFF accepted the assignment of sponsoring the registration table
where all fly tiers, sponsors and Expo attendees would pass through and contact our club members.
I then sent out a request for MFF volunteers to work one- four (4) hour shift. Many of you responded with offers to
help and assignments were created. Unfortunately, there were a few illnesses and this group stepped up to volunteer
extra time to cover the slots. Some of the MFF members who were attending the Expo also stepped up and
volunteered to help. Each volunteer was given an Expo package which allowed free admission to the Expo, some
drink tickets and other trinkets.
Together, we signed up fifty-five (55) new Federation members and processed over 800 admissions. I personally
took time to contact each of the volunteers and ask for their feedback and every one of them responded they not only
enjoyed their experience, they also enjoyed representing the MFF at the Expo.
As a result of our joint efforts, the MFF was awarded the 2017 Flyfishers Club of the Year by the Oregon Council of
the FFF. The MFF Board accepted this award and presented it to the members during the April 2017 monthly
dinner. The MFF Board also adopted a resolution for the MFF to continue our annual role as a Club to sponsor the
Registration Table at the Flyting Expo.
CURRENT:
The 2018 Expo is now upon us. The Oregon Council and the 2018 Expo Committee has been involved for most of
the year in planning for the event. It is now time for me to reach out and ask for your support in volunteering for
one shift (approximately 4 hours) on either March 9 or March 10. By volunteering, I expect the Expo committee to
give away a 2018 goodie packet but the contents have not been identified. I do know that you will receive free
admission to the Expo.
It is very important to volunteer early because your name must be submitted to the badge makers in time for them to
make out your ID Badge which allows your access to the Expo. Also, by volunteering early, I am able to work with
all of you to organize your assignment date/time.
Please email me your requested date and which shift you would like to work (AM or PM). The AM shift will be
approximately 0800-1200 and the PM shift will be 1200-4PM. If you have no preference regarding the date or shift,
please indicate this and I can use your flexibility to fill in gaps. I am also suggesting that we attend the Friday night
dinner as the MFF Club representatives. I do not know the details of the dinner or menu but if you are interested,
please advise of your interest in attending the dinner event. I will keep everyone informed about the schedule and
dinner.
Thank you in advance for considering this volunteer request. Let’s help make this Expo a great event and to expose
our great Club to all of those who attend the Expo.
Terry Willis
CL: (541) 968-3390
E: tdwillis2@comcast.net
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MFF LIARS LUNCH ANNOUCEMENT:
Sparky Rice
The Liars Luncheon that is held every Friday at 12:00 - 1:00 has been moved to House of Chen
until further notice. It is across the street from Matt Arena at 1861 Franklin Blvd. Get there 15
minutes early if you want to make sure you get a good seat.

McKenzie River Guides Association Annual Meeting Report
Bob Bumstead and Bill Laing
On Saturday, February 2 Bill Laing and I joined former MFF members Kim Short and Stan
Stanton at the McKenzie River Guides Association annual meeting. We picked-up a good deal of
information that may be of interest to club members.
Greg Taylor ACOE regional fishery biologist reported on COE plans for drawdown during
construction of a Cougar Dam downstream fish passage structure. The plan is to construct a
larger scale version of the “experimental” smolt collector currently being used.
For those of you who are concerned about this project and the future of our ESA listed Spring
Chinook there will be a meeting with the Corps of Engineers this Tuesday, February 8th asking
for public comment about the Corp’s plan to build fish passage at Cougar Dam. The meeting
will be at 5:30 at the Weyerhaeuser offices at 785 N. 42nd St., Springfield. Check their website
for directions. Enter from the east door off their parking lot.
The tentative 2018 ODFW fish stocking schedule is out now, but in draft form as ODFW still has
to clear dates and numbers for each load of fish with the Corps' contracting officer. Beginning in
2018, the Desert Springs Hatchery in Summer Lake will provide hatchery trout for our area.
That hatchery is a four hour drive away from the Willamette Valley.
The owner of the Desert Springs hatchery was at the Guides meeting and promised to deliver a
quality, hard fighting fish to us. The artesian well that supplies the hatchery runs at 60 degrees
year-round, contains no pathogens, and allows them to rear fast-growing fish. The stock they use
is Trout Lodge. The guides seem to be confident that the planting process will run smoothly this
year.
Jeff Ziller reported that the spring Chinook came in late last year, but they met run expectations,
and the forecast is for a stronger run this year.
Summer steelhead will still be planted as scheduled this year, and the run of returning fish
should be much better than last year’s. Only .5% of 2015 smolts returned last year due to low
spring flows which made the fish more vulnerable to predators, warm water which resulted in
more disease, and poor ocean conditions. The 2016 fish that will return this year had a strong
out-flow for their migration and cooler water. So if they achieve the 4% average year return rate,
the Willamette and the McKenzie should have ten to fourteen thousand returners this summer.
Good news for our “Town Run”.
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The Leaburg hatchery will ship out their last trout next week, Coho salmon from the Columbia
will leave in March, and final summer steelhead will go in April. Then the hatchery will be
empty of fish, and all employees will be gone at the end of June.
The good news for summer steelhead fishers is the current summer steelhead planting program
will continue until further notice. However, the Willamette River Keeper’s lawsuit opposing the
planting of summer steelhead in the Willamette and Santiam systems could affect plants in the
future.
Long-time McKenzie River guide, Frank Armendariz has applied to be appointed the ODFW
Commission, and the guides have roundly endorsed him.
Hendricks Bridge Wayside Park is scheduled for a major renovation in the next few years. As a
part of the renovation, the Hendricks boat ramp will be extensively reconstructed with funds
from the Marine Board in 2019. At Bill’s request we visited founding father Bill Nelson’s
memorial at Hendricks on the way back from the guide’s meeting and cleaned the bench and
plaque. Both were in great shape and will remain in place when the new ramp is built.
Finally, if you encounter problematic illegal camps while floating the river, you can contact a
website on your cell phone at “lane illegal camp cleanup.org." This is a service of Lane Council
of Governments, and they will notify the owners of the property and enforcement officials.

Fish Passage at Cougar Dam
Bob Bumstead
Thursday the Corps of Engineers unveiled their plans to provide fish passage at Cougar Dam.
Since the issuance of the 2008 Biological Opinion regarding endangered upper Willamette
Spring Chinook, the Corps has been charged with providing upstream and downstream fish
passage at Cougar. The upstream passage has been in place for years, but providing downstream
passage has proven to be more difficult.
The Corps looked at many options for providing passage but finally decided to pursue using a
“floating fish collector” to capture downstream migrants and to transfer them to an amphibious
vehicle that will transport them into the South Fork of the McKenzie below the dam. Floating
fish collecting structures have had a checkered history of success, and this one will cost “north of
100 million dollars.” The efficacy of the collector entirely depends on the downstream migrants’
willingness to enter the structure.
In its favor, the collector will pull in a maximum of 1000 cubic feet of water per second that will
eventually flow down the temperature control tower after the migrants are shuttled into holding
chambers. Its location is also prime as it is attached to the temperature control tower in the
narrow cul-de-sac near the dam that already attracts migrants. The designers have studied other
fish collecting devices and have emulated the entrance velocities of the water that have worked
best in those other structures. One of the problems with the system will be the variety of downstreamers that may enter it. Three-inch fry, eight-inch smolts, adult Chinook, and bull trout will
all be captured and will have to be separated for obvious reasons. All the fish will be captured
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from the top of the water column. That means that the floating structure will have to move up
and down the side of the temperature control tower from 1690 feet of elevation at full pool to
1532 feet at low pool. In order for the structure to reach this lower level a massive amount of
rock will have to be carved back from the cul-de-sac wall and replaced with a concrete retaining
wall.
The Corp’s team did not choose the other option for downstream passage supported by many
conservationists, “the run of the river” model. It would have let the river flow unimpeded
through the bottom of the dam so that fish move past the structure on their own volition. The
dam would still have functioned for flood control by restricting the flow through the dam during
heavy flows and the slowly releasing the resulting storage after the flood danger passed. This
option was probably not favored because it would have eliminated any hydroelectric generation
at the dam, rendered the 50 million dollar temperature control tower useless, and eliminated
recreational boating from the reservoir.
Work on the project is slated to begin in 2020 with the awarding of the contract. In the fall of
2021 they will draw down the reservoir through the diversion channel to 1450 feet, well below
the current minimum pool level of 1532 feet. They will do the work necessary at the cooling
tower/cul-de-sac area during the late fall and winter months. As this work is going on, they will
assemble the floating fish collector at the head of the reservoir near to the Slide Creek
campground. As the water rises in the spring of 2022, they will float the fish collector down to
the temperature control tower and attach it.
While this effort to provide downstream passage may or may not work and will be very
expensive, if it does work it could provide a valuable tool for reestablishing the native genetic
diversity for McKenzie River Spring Chinook and Bull Trout. If the collector is effective in
passing the fry and smolts generated from the spawning of the adult salmon passed over the dam,
the Corps could begin to deny the passage of hatchery produced salmon above the dam, making
the upper South Fork a sanctuary for the production of fish with genes that are shaped by the
natural environment.
Many of us remember the destructive brown slurry of sediment that descended down the
McKenzie in 2003 when the Corps constructed the temperature control tower. That event was
blamed by many for the multi-year decimation of macro invertebrates and the severe disruption
of fishing opportunities. When the Corps was building that tower, however, they lowered the
reservoir to 1250 feet of elevation and forced the river to cut through years of accumulated
sediment. This project will only lower the reservoir to 1450 feet. That should result in minimal
sediment release. In fact, when the Corps had to work on the temperature regulation tower trash
rack a couple of years ago, they lowered the pool to the same 1450 level and experienced almost
no sediment release.
If you would like to follow the course of the project, send an email to
cougar.fish.passage@usace.army.mil In your subject line type “cougar downstream passage
distribution list.” Beginning in the fall of 2018 the public will be able to officially comment on
the Environment Analysis for this project.
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MFF Fly Tying Class
Clint Brumitt
We are currently in the middle of this years fly tying class. We have about 15 tyers, all of them
actively sharing skills and ideas for the betterment of all in attendance. We are meeting
each Thursday (6:30pm), except for Feb 22, from now until March 15th at the LTD conference
room on the corner of 11th and Olive.
Truly thank you Clint and Tim Knerr for organizing the class and location!!!

FISHING REPORTS
McKenzie Gold
Jeff Grass
While in NZ, I recently spent the day with a guide flyfishing on Tauranga Harbour., near our
home here. We spent most of our time cruising flats in the area, looking for black stingrays that
might have Kingfish (aka Yellowtail in Calif) escorts. We found a couple dozen stingrays
through the day, but only 2 had Kingfish with them. Casting to the first of those, I hooked and
landed the pretty little (26"/65cm) Kingie in the photo -- great fun! The fish was tagged and
released, and I might get an email if it is ever re-caught. Apart from that, I had one other Kingie
follow my fly but turn away, and I caught about a dozen small kahawai (@ 12") while casting to
Kingless rays, just in case. Lucas Allen, the guide, is cooperating with folks doing research on
NZ kingfish, and keeps a log with measurements, tag #, etc, on each fish he or his clients catch.
Tight lines from down under!
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MFF Winter Steelhead Flurry
Carolyn and Others
Last Friday steelhead report: A coworker and I floated the N Umpqua, Amacher to Cleveland
(main stem) with Ty Holloway. No other boats until mid day and then they were all near the
confluence. We hooked a couple smolt before finding the big kids. My coworker caught his first
ever steelhead about 2 hours in and then I followed up right before lunch with a 10# hen. As
soon as we launched after lunch he got another nice fish, a hatchery hen. Since I was being nice
by letting him fish the lead bead, he netted another fish, this time a big buck near the take out at
Cleveland. Saw several fish being caught there. I know several other members who’ve been
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fishing with Ty, or were seen fishing, who had similar success on the N Umpqua and Lake
Creek.
Carolyn M.

Another report. North Umpqua chromer 2/9/18.
Mike B.
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My brother in law and I fished with Ty last Thursday I landed 3 nice chromers and missed one.
Clay, Ty’s brother had 2 others of our party in it and they landed 4. They fished on
Wednesday too and landed 7. Ty and Clay really do work hard all day for you and are genuinely
happy when you hook up with a nice fish. If you’re going to go now is the time!
Robert D.
Last Monday Patrick Dowd and I fished Lake Creek with Ty. Yet another good day. We hooked
3 and landed 3 (missed one grab). Two of the fish were hatchery and one native. The water level
was perfect and Lake creek is a beautiful stretch of coastal water. Terry W. and I fished the
Siuslaw from the forks to Tide on Friday. We did not even get a good grab but did see a couple
fish caught. I'll be fishing the same stretch Wednesday. The Siuslaw is a little dark for flies but
fishable with a fly rod and large beads.
Scott H.
My daughter, Nori and I were on the North Umpqua with Dan Taylor on Thursday and we talked
to Ty at the end of the day. Then Friday night we ran into Ty at Mucho Gusto's and he was very
happy for your success Carolyn. These guide work very hard to get their clients onto fish. Nori
and I were 4 for 6. Great Day! Great River! Great guides!
Sparky R.

First Fish on the MaK
Mark Campbell
Inspired by Stevie I’ve been hitting the McKenzie over the last few weeks. Even though the river
has good clarity and levels right now, it seems like fishing is better when it’s warmer out.
Cloudy weather hasn’t delivered good success. Jim R. and I went out the other week from
Armitage up to the Riverbend Hospital and all we got was one tug. My son Oxford (2 ½ years
old) can’t stop saying, “Wanna go fishing, wanna go fishing…” no matter what the weather is.
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Well the other day Oxford caught his first fish on the McKenzie above Armitage Park. We were
nymphing a size 10 mega-prince and I would cast while Oxford would work the swing slowly
reeling in; he landed a 7ish inch cutthroat. His first words after touching the fish and releasing it
was, “Dad, now put that back in the water”. (referring to the mega-prince)

We did catch one nice redside with not so much red on the side.
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INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541.501.1774)

2017 BOARD
President Sparky Rice

At-Large Clint Brumitt

President Elect Al Eckerdt

At-Large Jim Rhoten

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Mark Campbell

Treasurer Mike Layne & Bala Palani

At-Large Terry Willis

2017 COMMITTEES
Auction Jim Rhoten

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Patrick Dowd

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

IFFF Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Dick Barnhart

Website Liz Yocom

Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff Devore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Dave Thomas
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert
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