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MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING
Please check your calendar and make sure that the monthly meeting of the McKenzie Fly Fishers
is there in bold print - Monday, May 21, 2018 at Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way,
Springfield. Cocktails and an opportunity to chat and mingle at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speakers at
8:00.

PREZ SEZ …
Al Eckerdt
Al Eckerdt – “Remember – Have Fun!”
"Three-fourths of the Earth's surface is water, and one-fourth is land. It is quite clear that the
good Lord intended us to spend triple the amount of time fishing as taking care of the lawn."
~ Chuck Clark
"The gods do not deduct from man's allotted span the hours spent in fishing."
~ Herber Hoover
Fishing Report:
The actual results aren’t in yet from the Davis Lake outing but my guess is that it was a
tremendous success. The ‘results’ would typically be comprised of several parts: Who caught
the most fish; who caught the largest fish; and for heckling purposes, who caught the least or
smallest fish.
But first, a big thank you to Jim Rhoten for being fish master for this event. With Jim in charge,
it is for sure that a lot of fish were caught. As of last Wednesday, Jim had 14 members signed up
for this day trip. And even though the fishing results aren’t in yet, we can predictably count the
‘results’ to be “We had fun!!’ as our theme for the year continues.
Counting Fish – So many ways to keep track:
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I am a numbers guy. I admit that I keep track of too many things and actually enjoy a good
Excel spreadsheet from time to time. Just kidding. Though next to some, I am far from a
‘numbers nerd’.
That said, I read an article in The Drake (September, 2017) that sounds too much like me. So
below is a piece of unabashed plagiarism and has defined a process that I intend to employ. I
give full credit for the content below to Jesse Robbins, the original author but clearly someone
after my own heart.
We all count the fish we catch. Which means that hooking a fish that you don’t land doesn’t
count. You have to land a fish to count it as caught – right?
However those of us who are ‘critically numerically bound’, Jesse (and I) offer the following fish
tracking process.
Using a simple system of circles and dots, you can keep track of a lot more that just ‘fish caught’.
• Solid dot – fish landed.
• Circle with dot inside circle – fish hooked, fought and lost.
• Circle inside circle – fish struck but not hooked.
• Circle only - fish seen, spooked or otherwise unfed.
The logical place to record such information is on the front of one’s waders. Every circle and
dot has a story. It is a bit like the little symbols on the front of fighter planes where the number
of ‘kills’ was shown off, or the football helmets with stickers of the number of hits (or whatever).
So imagine if we all adopted this amazing approach to tracking our results. When you
approached a fellow member on a fishing trip, you would be able to easily see their ‘score’.
How much action did they really have. How many fish did they actually land. How many fish
did they hook and not land. All at a single glance.
So a day on the Metolius for me would look something like:

Try it and you too will be asked if you really like flyfishing or just like keeping track of stuff.
But the most important metric to track is simple: How many days / hours did you put in on the
water. Remember, it is about the process, not results – right!
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April Program
Our meeting May 21st will have Scott Richmond speak on The Seasons of the Deschutes, fishing
opportunities and tactics through the seasons. He’ll give us the guide’s tour of the Deschutes River and prepare
you for an outstanding fly-fishing adventure.

Scott Richmond, also known as "Uncle Fuzzy,” is Westfly's Executive Director, which means he
is the website's editor, publisher, all-purpose techno-wonk, floor scrubber, and garbage can
emptier. When users refer to "you people at Westfly," they're talking about Scott. He's it. No one
else is foolish enough to do this job.

Scott Richmond is also an award-winning author of nine books on Oregon fly fishing. In addition, he has written
numerous magazine articles and hundreds of internet articles. His novel River in the Sun—three love stories
wrapped around a thriller core and set on the Deschutes River.

Scott is a past president of the Northwest Outdoor Writers Association and is a recipient of the
Enos Bradner Award, that organization's highest honor.

FUTURE PROGRAMS
JUNE 18, 2018 --- Greg Bulkley -Black Drake Ranch
JULY 16, 2018 — ANNUAL PICNIC
AUGUST 20, 2018 — Conrad Gowell - Native Fish Society
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 —Michael T Williams arranged by- Scott -confirmed
OCTOBER 15, 2018 — Oceanographer Burk Hales
NOVEMBER 19, 2018 — CLUB AUCTION
DECEMBER ?? CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY
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CONFIRMED MCKENZIE FLYFISHERS 2018 OUTING SCHEDULE
DATE

LOCATION

FISHMASTER

May 18th

Umpqua River

Clint Brumitt

June 23

Town Run (fish dependent 50/50))

Gary McKenney

July 7-10

Diamond Lake (Sat. – Tue.)

Mark Rauch

July 20-22

East Lake

Phil Johnson/Tom Fauria

August

Umpqua River (Bass)

Maybe trip.

Sept 29

Kalama Cup No. Umpqua R.

FISHMASTER NEEDED

Oct 6

Gold Lake

Board of Directors

Outing Info Update
The fish counts are looking better and better so we are about 50/50 for having the town run
outing on June 23rd, with Gary McKenney being the fishmaster.
Two outings in July...
Beginning July 7-10 we will be at Diamond Lake. Mark Rauch is serving as the fishmaster.
Always an exciting place to fish when they cooperate.
July 20-22 East Lake is calling. Tom Fauria and Phil Johnson have it all scoped out and will
help us prepare for some of the rainbows, browns, kokanee or maybe an Atlantic salmon.
Some of these fish will really bend a 6 or 7 weight rod if you are lucky.
We are still working on an event for August. Ideas are still being accepted.
September 29th is the weekend of the Kalama Cup on the No. Umpqua with the Evergreen
Flyfishers from Washington. This is a competition and I would like to see the trophy returned to
Oregon after a 3 to 4 year absence.
First weekend in October is “Death to Char” at Gold Lake. Specifically, Oct. 6 is the chance to
earn the title of Gold Lake Angler of the Year. Plan and prepare and then all you have to do is
catch the three largest brook trout. (rainbows must be released) Return to the dock by 4 PM and
you will have qualified for consideration.
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2018 ANNUAL McKENZIE FLYFISHERS’ PICNIC
MONDAY, JULY 16TH 2018
The McKenzie Flyfishers’ annual club picnic is again scheduled for the third Monday in July
[July 16th, starting at 5:30 PM] so don’t forget to mark your calendars! The location is again
on the banks of the Middle Fork of the Willamette River, where you can enjoy an evening with
your fishing friends and family. The Club will provide hamburgers for your dining pleasure,
grilled expertly by fellow club members. Tables and chairs, soft drinks, plates, napkins and
utensils will all be provided by your Club as well. As always, adult beverages are your
responsibility. In addition, another legendary salmon cook off is being planned, with skilled
Club members preparing their favorite salmon recipes. The picnic is always a memorable Pot
Luck event, so plan to bring your favorite hors d’oeuvre, side dish or dessert dish.
Watch for more information about activities being planned, and for directions to the picnic site,
at the June Club meeting and in the July newsletter. Plan to bring your spouses, children,
grandchildren (and even prospective new members) and come join in the summer picnic fun.
Please RSVP and tell us how many people from your family will attend. Call (541) 343-3109 or
(541) 505-2692 and leave a message, send an email to oakcrk@aol.com, or text to (541) 5052692.
See you out there, the 2018 Picnic Committee

ODF Volunteering Opportunity
Greetings ODFW Volunteers,
Come join us for a stocking event that will get the whole family (or neighborhood, church group,
or scout pack) out into the mountains for the day! You are receiving this email because you were
interested in participating in High Cascade Lakes Backpack Stocking or you have participated in
the past. It’s here again! This year we have stocking events on two different Saturdays in July:
the 7th and the 21st. The largest effort will be out of Willamette Hatchery on the 7th. A smaller
number of lakes will be stocked from Leaburg Hatchery on the 21st.
Here is more information about the event:
The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife recruits volunteers to pack fingerling trout into
high Cascades lakes for release. Over time, these fish grow into catchable trout that create a
unique fishing opportunity in our area. As a participant you provide your own backpack which
we double-line with plastic bags, fill with water, ice, fish and a tiny shot of oxygen before taping
the bag up and sending you on your way. We will also provide you with a map and explicit
directions to the lake that you are stocking. We can tailor the load size for all hikers (even really
little ones!) and will make sure that you are headed to a lake with a hike that is suitable for your
party.
I have just started assigning lakes. If you are interested in participating this year, please let me
know. Please mention if you have a preference for a lake you would like to stock, or we can
discuss what we have available that will fit with your interests. Thank you!
Katherine Nordholm Katherine.E.Nordholm@state.or.us
Fisheries Biologist Salmon and Trout Enhancement Program (STEP)
(541) 726-3515 ext. 28
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Umpqua River Outing (Coming Soon)
Clint Brumitt
Also on tap for the month of May is an experimental outing. Experimental in the fact we are
headed out for American Shad. These are anadromous fish that are returning to the mainstream
Umpqua to reproduce. The run is usually between Mother's Day and Father's day.
Light steelhead gear or heavy trout gear is usually needed. These 3 to 7 pound fish are too big
for your 4-5 weight outfit.
We are planning on a camping weekend, but we are also still doing the research. Flies are rather
simple but it is important for them to be near the bottom of the river. If anyone is interested in
making a one day scouting trip after the club meeting contact Clint Brumitt. Mark the weekend
of May 18th on your calendar for Shad on the Umpqua.

MFF Club History (Beginnings in Eugene, 1965)
Skip Hosfield
The July 1965 issue of The Creel, the distinguished quarterly published by the Flyfishers Club of
Oregon, began its feature article as follows:
“Close by the trout pools and rapids of the river for which they are named, the McKenzie
Flyfishers of Eugene sponsored a memorable gathering of anglers in June. The Young Tigers of
the McKenzie, as they deserve to be remembered henceforth, will recall the occasion for the rest
of their lives.”
Those of us who could be called Young Tigers in 1965 have become Old Geezers, more
likely to be exchanging photos of grandchildren than a fish we have caught. But the memories
remain, clear and untarnished.
I remember President Bill Nelson standing before the McKenzie Flyfishers at our second
meeting, outlining the things we could do during our first year. Three months before, few of us
even knew another club member. Now here we were, listening to a guy telling us that, in
addition to a whole list of club activities none of us have ever tried, we were also going to put on
a big conclave of fly fisherman in order to promote the forming of a nationwide organization!
Someone once said that only a club in its infancy could have attempted such a project, much
less carried it out. Maybe so. Whatever benefit our youth and ignorance may have conferred,
the really decisive factor was Bill Nelson's vision, enthusiasm and leadership. Without it, there
would have been no 1965 Flyfishers Conclave and perhaps no Federation of Fly Fishermen.
Bill had at that time only recently moved to Eugene to take over a small business after many
years as a sales representative for a tire company. He often called himself a peddler, but he was
much more than that to our fledgling club. He was a combination of carnival pitchman and
revival preacher, alternately enticing us with visions of benefits to be gained, or appealing to
whatever sense of selfless moral obligation lay dormant in us.
But the brand of snake oil he was selling was strong stuff. It either killed you outright about half the club members rejected the idea and many quit the club over the next few months or it made you a believer, an apostle of the faith. Before our third meeting in June, 1964 Bill had
a commitment of support from Lee Wulff. That gave the enterprise the credibility needed to
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seek broad support from other clubs and individuals.
Somehow over the next 12 months it all came together. Gene Anderegg came on board in
September and became deeply involved in the planning and promotion. Between Nelson's wide
contacts throughout the Northwest and Anderegg’s in the East they were able to line up an
attractive slate of program speakers. The format established in the 1965 conclave set the pattern
which has been followed, expanded but essentially the same, in all subsequent conclaves.
In focusing on Bill Nelson as the élan vitale behind the 1965 conclave, I must add that many
others played very important parts in making it a success. Stan Walters as conclave chairman
and Riley Woodford, McKenzie Flyfishers Vice President, did most of the organizational work
while Nelson was on the road selling the idea. The contribution of Lou Bell, Bill Nelson's close
friend and mentor, who would eventually succeed Anderegg as FFF president, is worthy of more
than the passing mention given here.
Ed Strickland signed on early and did much to insure great support from the California clubs.
Ed went on to serve the Federation and its Treasurer and also ran the Membership Service Office
out of his home for the first five years. In 1970 he was the first recipient of the Lapis Lazuli
Award.
In 1985 the McKenzie Flyfishers hosted the Northwest Regional Conclave in Eugene which
was billed as a 20th Anniversary Celebration, and in 1990 we hosted the Silver Anniversary
Conclave which is still widely remembered as the best ever. Stan Walters chaired the event and
Greg Pitts came to national prominence. Bill Nelson was awarded the Order of Lapis Lazuli, the
highest award given by the FFF. Greg Pitts went on to serve four years as FFF President and be
awarded the Lapis Lazuli in 2006 joining Bill and Skip (1996) as members of this rare honor, at
the time shared by only 22 others in the 41 year history of the FFF. The McKenzie Flyfishers
owns the distinction of having had three living Lapis Lazuli members.
This article was originally written for the Winter 1990 edition of The Flyfisher, and
subsequently reprinted in my book dedicated to the McKenzie Flyfishers, A Fly Fishing
Chrestomathy, Amazon, 2016.

MFF LIARS LUNCH ANNOUCEMENT:
Sparky Rice
The Liars Luncheon that is held every Friday at 12:00 - 1:00 has been moved to House of Chen
until further notice. It is across the street from Matt Arena at 1861 Franklin Blvd. Get there 15
minutes early if you want to make sure you get a good seat.

FISHING REPORTS
Davis Lake Outing
Dave Bailey
On May 5 at Davis Lake a group of MFF members went out in search of bass and trout, lead by
Jim Rhoten. Davis is a fly-fishing only lake that is famous for large trout and bass. Not much of
a report was written but some photos illustrate the good time.
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Dave Bailey getting served Lunch on his Pontoon Boat

Boat Ramp
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Free ride for Dave B in his pontoon
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Thanks Jim for putting it together.
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Lower McKenzie River Report
Mike Starr and Bill Laing

No fish were harmed on this trip.
This fish was out of the water less than 10 seconds
For the past two years Josh Moody has offered an all day all included guided flyfishing trip to
our annual club auction. Mike and I have had the good fortune to purchase his trip both years.
This year we began our float at Bellinger Boat ramp at 1 PM and took out at Harvest Lane at
dark. The weather was sunny and warm with a slight high cloud cover. We had gusting wind in
late after noon with a drop in temperature but the fish didn’t seem to notice.
We began our fishing in the first break below Bellinger with Mike hooking the fish of the day.
Unfortunately we did not get it to the boat, but we all had a good long look at it. Both Josh and I
agreed with Mike it was well over 18 inches.
Fishing was fantastic. Every riffle, every run, and every pocket held fish and they were all
looking up.There was never a break in the action. We had more doubles than we could count. We
landed several large native Rainbows and broke off or lost several others. We caught many
beautiful Cutthroats up to 13 ½ inches. Our best gestimate (all three of us agreed) is we hooked
at least 80 fish and landed 60.
One thing to be aware of is the hatchery summer steelhead smolts are in the river. They are fin
clipped and up to 12 inches. LET THEM GO. They are not catchable hatchery rainbows. They
seem to travel in schools so they should be easy to avoid. BEWARE.
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SO: HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Mike and I fished exclusively with dry flies and soft hackles. Mike fished most of the day with a
#12 Parachute Adams and a #12 red/white (Beetle bug) dropper approximately 30 inches above
the Adams. I fished with a #12 soft hackle MB emerger and #12 Beetle bug dropper - all three
flies consistently took fish. Cutthroat particularly favored the Beetle bug; rainbows went for the
Adams and soft hackle.
About 4 PM there was a hatch of Green McKenzie Caddis that lasted until dark. Both Mike and I
changed to a #10 McKenzie caddis lead fly and the fish went crazy, especially the bigger
rainbows.
These fish are not leader shy 3X or 4X tippet works great and allows you to quickly control and
release the larger fish with fewer breakoffs.
The secret to success:
[1] Give your fly a little movement (skate it across the water)
[2] Be able to cast consistently 30 feet.
[3] Pay attention WATCH YOUR FLY.
[4] Listen to your guide - follow his advice.
Even when paying attention both Mike & Josh would alert
me with a loud - STRIKE!!! when I had a rise.
Josh Moody is a very competent experienced river guide. He has guided in Alaska for the past
several summers and he has excellent equipment and boating skills. He currently makes his
home in Eugene and is trying to transition from his summer Alaska guiding to guiding full time
locally.
If you want to have a great day flyfishing the lower McKenzie or Willamette give Josh a call. He
has a few days free before he leaves for Alaska in early June. He is very flexible with half day,
fish till dark trips, or full day trips. While we did not fish the Posse Bugger, Chernobyl Ant,
Strike indicator, bead head nymph bottom dredger technique. Josh is set up to teach you.
Give Josh a call Ph. #541-844-4366
Or check out his Web Page @ MOODYTROUT.COM
Now is a great time to be on the Lower McKenzie. Take your dry line, a # 4 or #5 weight rod, a
#10 or #12 Green Caddis, #12 Adams, and anything red & white #12. You can’t go wrong.

Local River Bug Report
Arlen Thomason
What's Hatching Now on the McKenzie? Right now the big bug story on the river is the everpopular McKenzie Caddis, a.k.a. Arctopsyche grandis. A few of them may hatch at any time in
the afternoon, but the main hatch usually comes off between 4pm and o'dark-thirty. Unlike most
of our local mayflies, these caddisflies actually seem to prefer to hatch on sunny days. See for
example Bill Laing's recent report on his and Mike Starr's highly successful McKenzie float. I
encountered a similarly strong hatch and a resulting fish frenzy a few days ago. Here are a couple
of pictures of the bug in question, including one that shows the green underside from which they
take their nickname.
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Many versions of large (~size 10) green caddis fly imitations will work, but my favorite uses
CDC instead of standard hackle for the elk hair caddis. It requires frequent powdering (don't use
liquid floatant on CDC) to keep it floating, but seems to draw a few more strikes on days when
fish are picky. The naturals flutter around on the surface when they hatch, so imitate that by a
twitch-rest-twitch-rest action to draw more strikes.

The most prominent mayfly currently hatching is the Pale Morning Dun (PMD). They are in the
size 14-16 range. On cloudy days may hatch during the morning or afternoon, but on warm
sunny days, especially as we proceed into the summer, they will shift to the evening--often just
as it gets dark. That same shift will occur with most of the other hatches, too.
Emerging PMDs, like this male with big bright orange eyes, often struggle to escape the
nymphal shuck at the surface. So don't hesitate to try an emerger pattern.
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Female PMD duns are lighter in color than the males, particular when they first hatch, and lack
the big colorful eyes. They typically hatch mostly after the males, which tend to emerge at the
beginning of a hatch.
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There are many successful PMD patterns, but for persnickety fish I often have better success
with a comparadun pattern.

So there you have the highlights of the current local bug life. Grab a rod, tie on a fly, and catch
'em while the catching's good.

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541.501.1774)
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2018 BOARD
President Al Eckerdt

At-Large Bob Howell

President-Elect Jim Rhoten

At-Large Tom Fauria

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Monte Matthews

Treasurer Mike Layne

At-Large Mark Campbell

2018 COMMITTEES
Auction Jim Rhoten

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Patrick Dowd

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

IFFF Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Dick Barnhart

Website Liz Yocom

Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff DeVore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Dave Thomas
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Mike Brinkley, Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert
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