June 2018 ISSUE

MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING
Please check your calendar and make sure that the monthly meeting of the McKenzie Fly Fishers
is there in bold print – (Monday) June 18, 2018 at Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way,
Springfield. Cocktails and an opportunity to chat and mingle at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speakers at
8:00.

PREZ SEZ …
Al Eckerdt
Al Eckerdt – “Remember – Have Fun!”
"There he stands, draped in more equipment than a telephone lineman, trying to outwit an
organism with a brain no bigger than a breadcrumb, and getting licked in the process."
~ Paul O'Neil
Note that this also a quote from my wife, who just shakes her head and rolls her eyes while
watching the amount of gear I take for a day on the river. I wonder sometimes if she isn’t right.
Job Opportunity: The position of Holiday Party chair is still open and we need someone to
step forward to do this job. Those who have done it have told me it is one of the easier chair
positions, fun and a way to get to know a lot of members in a casual manner. If you are
interested, please contact me. If I don’t hear from anyone, I’ll be calling.
al_eckerdt@comcast.net or 541-554-2388
Fishing season is finally in full swing.
Now is the time to get out there!
It is the first part of June and already some great fishing time has happened but and with lots of
us there catching and having fun. And we still have the whole rest of the season ahead of us.
Happy fishing to all!
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June Program
Strategies for Organizing and Funding Collaborative
Watershed Restoration Projects
Greg Bulkley is a retired academic surgeon and the owner of the Black Drake Ranch on the
North Fork of the Sprague River and it primary spring creek tributary, Five Mile Creek in the
Klamath Basin, where he fishes for the remarkably large population of resident wild native
redband and brown trout. Because their reaches of trout streams serve as fish passage and
residence for a large proportion wild trout population of the entire Klamath Basin, he was
approached 13 years ago by Sue Mattenberger, a fisheries hydrologist and fish habitat expert
then with the United States Fish and Wildlife Services to initiate a watershed restoration project
focused largely on privately owned land. Over that 13-year period the Klamath Basin has been
involved in a particularly intense and divisive conflagration over water rights that is no
exaggeration to characterize as a “water war”. Despite this rather hostile environment, the
success of the work on the Black Drake Ranch has encouraged neighboring private landowners,
primarily small family cattle ranchers, to join this effort. Consequently, through extensive
collaboration among landowners, state and federal government agencies, and private
conservation organizations, over 53 contiguous miles of the Sprague River and its tributaries
have undergone substantial watershed restoration. And the consequent improvement of the
fishing for wild, not hatchery trout has been nothing less than phenomenal.
Greg and Sue, who last spoke to the Mackenzie Fly Fishers about this effort five years ago this
month, will review this project, update its progress, both its successes and a few failures, and try
to provide some general guidelines for those who wish to improve the fisheries in their own
neighborhood. They hope that by sharing the enthusiasm, sense of accomplishment, and fun
they have experienced they might encourage analogous efforts beyond the Klamath
Basin. Indeed, if it could happen there, it could happen anywhere!

FUTURE PROGRAMS
JULY 16, 2018 — ANNUAL PICNIC
AUGUST 20, 2018 — Conrad Gowell - Native Fish Society
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 —Michael T Williams arranged by- Scott -confirmed
OCTOBER 15, 2018 — Oceanographer Burk Hales
NOVEMBER 19, 2018 — CLUB AUCTION
DECEMBER ?? CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY
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CONFIRMED MCKENZIE FLYFISHERS 2018 OUTING SCHEDULE
DATE

LOCATION

FISHMASTER

June 23

Town Run (fish dependent 50/50))

Gary McKenney

July 7-10

Diamond Lake (Sat. – Tue.)

Mark Rauch

July 20-22

East Lake

Phil Johnson/Tom Fauria

August

Umpqua River (Bass)

Maybe trip.

Sept 29

Kalama Cup No. Umpqua R.

FISHMASTER NEEDED

Oct 6

Gold Lake

Board of Directors

Outing Info Update
The fish counts are looking better and better so we are a little better than 50/50 for having the
town run outing on June 23rd, with Gary McKenney being the fishmaster.
Two outings in July...
Beginning July 7-10 we will be at Diamond Lake. Mark Rauch is serving as the fishmaster.
Always an exciting place to fish when they cooperate. Right now the attendance is tiny, with
Bruce Anderson and Greg Williams sharing a campsite with me at Thielsen View
CG. Reservable campsites are no longer available at the campground, but several sites are first
come/first serve, and usually a few sites are available most days before noon.
July 20-22 East Lake Resort is calling. I have reserved an RV site, which I would share with
tenters or another small RV. Tom Fauria and Phil Johnson have it all scoped out and will help
us prepare for some of the rainbows, browns, kokanee or maybe an Atlantic salmon.
Some of these fish will really bend a 6 or 7 weight rod if you are lucky.
We are still working on an event for August. Ideas are still being accepted.
September 29th is the weekend of the Kalama Cup on the No. Umpqua with the Evergreen
Flyfishers from Washington. This is a competition and I would like to see the trophy returned to
Oregon after a 3 to 4 year absence.
First weekend in October is “Death to Char” at Gold Lake. Specifically, Oct. 6 is the chance to
earn the title of Gold Lake Angler of the Year. Plan and prepare and then all you have to do is
catch the three largest brook trout. (rainbows must be released) Return to the dock by 4 PM and
you will have qualified for consideration.
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2018 ANNUAL McKENZIE FLYFISHERS’ PICNIC
MONDAY, JULY 16TH 2018
Be sure to keep the annual MFF club picnic on your calendar, on the third Monday in July [July
16th, starting at 6:00 PM]. The location is again on the Middle Fork of the Willamette River,
where you can enjoy an evening with your fishing friends and family. This is always a Pot Luck
event, so plan to bring your favorite hors d’oeuvre, side dish or dessert dish, and the Club will
provide the main dish(s), tables and chairs, soft drinks, plates, napkins and utensils. Adult
beverages will be your responsibility. There are always a few trout in the river, maybe even a
steelhead or salmon, so come early, bring your gear, float down from Pengra Boat Landing if
you like, and compete for the prize for catching the biggest fish at the picnic.
Watch for more information about activities being planned, and for directions to the picnic site in
the July newsletter.
Plan to bring your spouses, children, grandchildren (and even prospective new members) and
come join in the summer picnic fun.
Please RSVP and tell us how many people from your family will attend. Call (541) 343-3109 or
(541) 505-2692 and leave a message, send an email to oakcrk@aol.com, or text to (541) 5052692.
See you out there.
The 2018 Picnic Committee

MFF LIARS LUNCH ANNOUCEMENT:
Sparky Rice
The Liars Luncheon that is held every Friday at 12:00 - 1:00 has been moved to House of Chen
until further notice. It is across the street from Matt Arena at 1861 Franklin Blvd. Get there 15
minutes early if you want to make sure you get a good seat.
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FISHING REPORTS
Umpqua Shad Outing
Clint Brumitt
On May 18 on the Umpqua River a group of MFF members went out in search of shad, lead by
Clint Brumitt. Not much of a report was written but some photos illustrate the good time.
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Deschutes River Report
Al Eckerdt
Four Guided Days on the Deschutes – what is it really like?
The Deschutes: A River of Change. Cliffs tower over the water, with spectacular vistas and
constantly unfolding, amazing scenery. As the afternoon fades, rock shadows draped over long
reaches while the fish action gets even better. Large, wild redsides are a treasure to be savored,
wherever they occur but this river, with its rare, amazing geological beauty, is a special place.
Guide / Outfitter: Ethan Nickel and team.
The Event: The annual infamous salmon / stone fly hatch.
The Results: Lots of fish, huge amounts of fun.
I’ll start with the bottom line: Amazing! Expert guides. Treated like kings. Great food. Great
camaraderie. And great fishing!
The Logistics:
Five drift boats. Three guides with their boats plus two gear boats / set up (big) guys. Put in near
Warm Springs Junction. Take out just before Maupin. Four days, three nights on the river.
Three fantastic meals were prepared each full day. ‘Cocktail hour from 6pm – 7:30pm, then
dinner in the ‘big tent’. Coffee at 6:15 am and on the water by 9:30 am. Waders on at 8:30 am
and off at 6 pm with nothing but fishing in between.
Four one-man tents with cots and pads, one two-man tent. Rustic shower in the woods was
supplied on day 3.
The Fishing:
Almost exclusively dry fly with occasional nymphing. Results were excellent with either but it
was so much fun to do so much with a dry fly. Each guide has his own set of ‘secret spots’ and
fishing techniques.
My favorite is the ‘bow and arrow’ cast, which sounds tough but is fairly easy. The overall
technique is to fish hard to reach spots, such as under trees, behind rocks, small pools – places
where most people wouldn’t try. And it worked.
Day 1: Cool and overcast. The salmon and stone fly hatch was just getting started. Each of us
landed about 10 fish, with size ranging from 10” to 15”. Sparky lands the biggest of the day
– see his picture.
Day 2: Warming, clear and lots of action. I landed about 15 fish, most in the 12 – 15” range.
Al Eckerdt was waiting in camp for others to arrive and swung a nymph through a small
tributary and WHAM! It felt like a boulder hit the fly. All three guides came to my side to give
me lots of advice. After a huge struggle, the 22” bull trout was in the net. Wow! The biggest
fish caught on the trip but who’s counting. John Ranstad landed more big fish than anyone.
Day 3: Warm, clear and lots more action. Getting into the more remote part of the river. Again,
I landed about 15 fish about the same size as Day 2. Terry Willis waded into shallow water
after lunch with most of us dozing, proceeded to land four really nice fish in very unlikely water.
Greg Williams lands a monster – 18” – 19” after a big battle.
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Day 4: Overcast, cool. Perfect! Caught about 8 – 10 fish, all nice. Bruce Anderson has an
action packed day but amazed me and our guide of his broad knowledge of the Deschutes
geology.
Spoiler Alert: We all caught about 50 fish in four days, almost all on a dry fly, with most being
large and aggressive. Doesn’t get any better than that.
Many of us enjoy the beautiful Deschutes but if you haven’t tried it, put it on your calendar for
next May and Have Fun!
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INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541.501.1774)

2018 BOARD
President Al Eckerdt

At-Large Bob Howell

President-Elect Jim Rhoten

At-Large Tom Fauria

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Monte Matthews

Treasurer Mike Layne

At-Large Mark Campbell

2018 COMMITTEES
Auction Jim Rhoten

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Patrick Dowd

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

IFFF Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Dick Barnhart

Website Liz Yocom

Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff DeVore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Dave Thomas
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Mike Brinkley, Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert
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