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MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING
Please check your calendar and make sure that the monthly meeting of the McKenzie Fly Fishers
is there in bold print – (Monday) August 20, 2018 at Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way,
Springfield. Cocktails and an opportunity to chat and mingle at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speakers at
8:00.

PREZ SEZ …
Al Eckerdt
Al Eckerdt – “Remember – Have Fun!”
“If I’m not going to catch anything, I’d rather catch nothing on flies.” Bob Lawless
“What a tourist terms a plague of insects, the fly fisher calls a great hatch.” Patrick F. McManus
Auction Fundraiser Trips
Have you caught a carp recently? Have you had the thrill of a two – three pounder take off like a
steelhead, hearing the whir of the reel? (Stevie Brehm trip)
Have you landed your first steelhead on a fly and right in town? And being coached by our
resident town run expert to talk you through to landing it? (Gary McKinney trip)
Have you taken a friend fly fishing and each of you land about 20 fish in one great afternoon on
the Mckenzie? (Bruce Anderson trip)
Imagine 5 days on the amazing Owyhee River where you can spend more time landing the fish
than casting. And all meals are prepared, plus you have a bunk to roll out your sleeping bag.
(Clint Brumitt trip)
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Or how about being on the tricky Metolius, where you usually almost never see a fish and later
being coached by our resident Metolius expert into landing a trophy-sized trout? (Gary
McKinney trip)
I have done these trips and more. All of these were purchased at our fundraiser auction. In
addition to being an amazing value, what is spent on a trip goes to our club to support us
and our conservation efforts.
Below is the last trip auction trip I took, hosted by Stevie Brehm and and the winning bidder,
Jim Rhoten. It was a one day trip to the main Umpqua. Stevie did all the driving, provided an
amazing lunch and took us to the ‘secret spot’. Each of landed about 30 – 40 fish each. Oh, and
did I mention that Stevie provided flies if we needed them.
Below are a few pictures of us on the Umpqua. The largest bass caught was a beautiful 14” or so
landed by Stevie.
Bottom line:
• Attend our fundraiser auction!
• Bid on one or more of our amazing trips.
• You will have a great time and you are basically making a valuable donation to
Mckenzie Flyfishers.

August Program
Native Fish Society - Update on Intent to Sue COE over Downstream
Fish Passage over High Dams in the Upper Willamette District.
Jennifer Fairbrother
Jennifer joined NFS in 2018 in the role of Campaign & Columbia Regional Director. Jennifer’s
previous experience includes nonprofit environmental advocacy relating to federal public lands,
assessing program outcomes for the EPA Office of Research & Development, and serving as a
graduate intern to U.S. Congressman Peter DeFazio. Jennifer received her M.A. in Public Policy
from The George Washington University in 2009.
A childhood spent in rural Oregon inspired Jennifer’s passion for the outdoors and the
meaningful relationships that can develop between people and the places they inhabit. Jennifer
maintains her connections to place and the Pacific Northwest through backpacking, hunting,
fishing, backcountry skiing, and gardening. When not out adventuring, she and her husband
work to restore their 120-year-old farmhouse outside of Canby, Oregon.
On Monday, August 20, Jennifer will present a program to the McKenzie Flyfishers where she
will detail Native Fish Society's efforts to advance the recovery of wild, native fish in the Pacific
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Northwest. Established more than two decades ago, the Native Fish Society has grown into the
leading grassroots, science-based native fish conservation group in the Pacific Northwest. What
began as a small group of passionate anglers and advocates, the organization now serves over
3,000 members and supporters and has 90 place-based volunteer River Stewards who safeguard
their homewaters and protect over 4,000 stream miles in Oregon, Washington, northern
California and western Idaho.
•
• The night's program will provide an overview of the Native Fish Society's unique River
Steward program and the organization's major conservation efforts in 2018 with a focus
on the work NFS is undertaking to protect and recover Upper Willamette River spring
Chinook salmon and winter steelhead.

FUTURE PROGRAMS
SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 —Michael T Williams arranged by- Scott -confirmed
OCTOBER 15, 2018 — Oceanographer Burk Hales
NOVEMBER 19, 2018 — CLUB AUCTION
DECEMBER ?? CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY

CONFIRMED MCKENZIE FLYFISHERS 2018 OUTING SCHEDULE
DATE

LOCATION

FISHMASTER

Sept 29

Kalama Cup No. Umpqua R.

FISHMASTER NEEDED

Oct 6

Gold Lake

Board of Directors

MFF LIARS LUNCH ANNOUCEMENT:
Sparky Rice
The Liars Luncheon that is held every Friday at 12:00 - 1:00 has been moved to House of Chen
until further notice. It is across the street from Matt Arena at 1861 Franklin Blvd. Get there 15
minutes early if you want to make sure you get a good seat.
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McKenzie Flyfishers Annual Fundraiser Auction
Al Eckerdt, MFF President and Greg Williams, 2018 Auction Organizer
August is an early time to be pestered about a fundraising event in November, but perhaps the
annual MFF auction is worth a thought or two as we enjoy another summer. You may be doing
one of the following this month:
• Camping at East Lake on a club-sponsored event,
• Wading the beautiful Metolius with one of our experts,
• Catching an evening hatch on our own McKenzie River, or
• Enjoying a four-day float down the Deschutes.
Odds are, no matter what you do this summer, you are likely doing it with a fellow member of
The McKenzie Flyfishers. Our club enriches our lives, but that can happen only if we members
give back in equal measure. Our club exists because of our Annual Fundraiser Auction.
The auction is due for redevelopment. The auction as it is today provides enough money for our
operating expenses, but it does not leave enough for a sustained conservation program nor does
it generate the revenue we need for community education and outreach. A successful auction is
essential to the health of “The McKenzie Flyfishers”.
Here are some changes you can expect at this year's fundraiser auction:
• An improved registration and checkout process,
• A family-friendly event with a broad array of higher-value auction items,
• More fun, a different dinner menu and more people.
The auction is a complex event that takes several months to plan and organize. We need
volunteers at every level, particularly with an auction redevelopment underway. Among other
things, we need people to help with:
• Set up and take down crews,
• Silent auction table monitors,
• Cashiers for checkout, and
• Donor solicitation from businesses.
We have a small team already out collecting auction items, but we encourage every MFF
member to bring in at least one donation from some company, business or restaurant where you
are a known customer.
Sign up sheets for volunteers will be available near the library at our monthly club meetings.
Please sign up early and often. We need every member to help in some way. Come to the
auction, and bid enthusiastically on some very cool stuff. Encourage others to attend. The
McKenzie Flyfishers depend on your participation!
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A New focus For Auction Fund Raising and Conservation Support
Buy the Club
Dave Thomas
With leadership from President Al Eckerdt, this Spring the board considered ways to provide a
broader purpose for the auction. The stimulus for this was the recognition that recent auctions
had largely been a garage sale of gear within the club and was netting little more than supporting
the traditional club activities; outings, picnic and Christmas party. What has been declining most
notably is our ability to contribute to external organizations we want to support. At the same
time, recent distributions from club funds and the Charitable Fund have been allocated in small
amounts to a variety of worthy causes. The limitation of that is likely that none of the recipients
received an amount sufficient to have a real impact on their organization.
So, with these goals in mind, the board unanimously agreed that we would have the McKenzie
Watershed Council (MWC) and, particularly their SalmonWatch program as the entity to be
the focus of our fundraising. Many of you are familiar with the SalmonWatch program and may
have participated as a volunteer. You may not know that there is a follow-on program for
students to become involved in more technical aspects of stream and riparian monitoring. While
many of us participate in their McKenzie River annual cleanup, you may not know that they are
a primary organizer and fund raiser for the Lower South Fork restoration program and have an
aggressive ongoing program of riparian restoration on many reaches and side-streams of the
McKenzie River. I hope this information peaks your interest to find out more about MWC. To
help you, I’ve posted a copy of the latest annual report of the council on the mkff website. Just
click on the Conservation tab and then double click on the header indicating a link to the MWC
annual report. With that a Pdf version will open.
The advantage of this strategy for the club is that the solicitations for the auction or that go
directly to the Charitable Fund, can be made to individuals and other entities outside of our club
with the argument that support will benefit this worthy cause. To this end, we have prepared a
promotional sheet to support this activity and the MWC has prepared a companion sheet
describing their program. Copies of these documents will be available at the next club meeting.
We are currently preparing lists of prospective donors and providing training for members who
volunteer to help. Assuming we are successful, this expanded auction should enhance funds
available for club programs and allow us to contribute to a worthy cause. Of course, any
donation made through the Charitable Fund is tax deductible as MWC is a 501©(3) entity.
The advantage to MWC is that expanding funding will allow them to better meet the demand
for SalmonWatch and, in the end, more students will have the experience we want them to have.
This may not sound terribly important to you, but I have taken to asking each class, “How many
of you have never been off pavement?” A surprising number of hands go up and these are the
ones who might ask “are the bears going to eat me?” Beyond salmon watch there are number of
programs worthy of our ongoing support; some are outlined in the annual report and we are
currently arranging for a tour of the various MWC project for later this year. Also, increased
funding is important, but many of these programs are also constrained by the number of available
volunteers.
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MFF Annual Picnic
Ted Taylor
THANK YOU JEFF AND JOANIE DEVORE FOR HOSTING, AGAIN!!! Also, thanks to all
the other volunteers who were cooking and all those who brought dishes. Another great picnic in
the books.
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FISHING REPORTS
Umpqua Bass Outing
Ted Taylor
Get over to the Umpqua if you get a chance. We left you a few fish…. I caught 20 or so slow
trolling a posse bugger during the day, then casting a dry purple haze at dusk. Clint lost track of
his many catches on various flies. One youngster in the campground was nailing them with a big
ugly bugger with white legs. Mark did a lot of sight fishing along the bank, teasing bass with
nymphs large and small.
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INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541.501.1774)

2018 BOARD
President Al Eckerdt

At-Large Bob Howell

President-Elect Jim Rhoten

At-Large Tom Fauria

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Monte Matthews

Treasurer Mike Layne

At-Large Mark Campbell

2018 COMMITTEES
Auction Jim Rhoten

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Patrick Dowd

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

IFFF Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Dick Barnhart

Website Liz Yocom

Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff DeVore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Dave Thomas
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Mike Brinkley, Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert
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