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MONTHLY MEMBERS MEETING
Please check your calendar and make sure that the monthly meeting of the McKenzie Fly Fishers
is there in bold print – (Monday) October 15, 2018 at Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way,
Springfield. Cocktails and an opportunity to chat and mingle at 6:00, dinner at 7:00, speakers at
8:00.

PREZ SEZ …
Al Eckerdt
Al Eckerdt – “Remember – Have Fun!”
"I look into... my fly box, and think about all the elements I should consider in choosing the
perfect fly: water temperature, what stage of development the bugs are in, what the fish are
eating right now. Then I remember what a guide told me: 'Ninety percent of what a trout
eats is brown and fuzzy and about five-eighths of an inch long."
-Allison Moir
Fundraiser Auction
First, a reminder that our Fundraiser Auction is not far away and we need member donations.
We will announce who to contact and who will be making the pickup but for now, go look at
your fishing gear and see what really cool stuff you want to donate to the club for our auction.
And remember that we have some very fun donations so far, like:
• One night at Steamboat on the Umpqua.
• 18 holes of golf for four at Shadow Hills
• Mckenzie River shuttles (5)
• One night at Pronghorn Lake plus fishing
• Guided fishing trip
• And lots more
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Owyhee Fishing Trip
This Prez Sez is about a trip organized by one of our members, Terry Willis, who did an
amazing job of getting nine guys to drive 8 hours in each direction to the Owyhee River and
experience some absolutely amazing world class fishing.
The guys who went were Terry W, Gary McKenney, Mark Rauch, Dick Barnhart, John
O’Connor, Jim Rhoten, Al Eckerdt, Bob Howell and Phil McNett. Phil is a long time friend
of Bob’s and now our first charter member of the Phoenix branch of Mckenzie Flyfishers. (Phil
just joined as an associate member and lives in Phoenix – welcome to the club!)
The Fishing:
The flies ranged from tiny nymphs to tiny dry flies to a few streamers. Fish were caught on all
three and the key was very tiny. I was using #18 midges and was told by Jim that I had the right
flies but they were twice as big as the fish would take. So that meant #20 or #22 size. That
meant a lot of squinting by all of us to be able to get the tippets through and flies tied on.
The fish ranged from one about 10” or so to several giant browns over 20”. I think the largest
was a giant brown over 23”! Typically the Owyhee is renowned for its giant browns but this
time we landed a lot more rainbows than ever before. The rainbows were smaller in length but
very well fed and fought like steelhead! And they looked like footballs they were so fat.
Accommodations: (see picture below)
Two cabins, one that slept 5 guys for $50 per night (or $10 per person per night!) and the deluxe
cabin (remodeled) that slept four guys for $75 per night. They were perfect. We had bedrooms,
a living / dining room, a kitchen and a place to hang our waders.
Right next door is a small but nicely done public park and campground.
Activities:
The activities included a lot of time tying on the #20 tiny midges, a wine tasting night on day 2,
a bourbon tasting night on day 3 and a fishing contest between the two cabins. The results are
shown below – the guys holding fish won the contest and guys not holding fish didn’t win the
contest.
Bottom line: We caught a lot of fish, all of which were returned safely to the river. The
weather was perfect, with a few warm days and a few cooler days. And we were greeted by a
small herd of friendly deer every morning and evening.
A final big thank you to Terry Willis for having the vision to do this great event and to make it
all happen. He made the reservations, coordinated who was going to go, thought up and
structured the activities, and was an enthusiastic organizer throughout.
Terry’s vision is to make this an annual event with the cabin and for those who want to
camp, to use the adjoining campground and park. More to follow.
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October Program
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES OCEAN ACIDIFICATION MAKE?
by
Burke Hales Ph.D Professor of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Sciences, Oregon State University.
Learn the effects of mankind on the health of our oceans and how
the health of our oceans effect mankind.

Why should we care?
“There are a lot of implications for the coastal-ocean food web if
we lose mussels and crabs as a result of ocean acidi:ication.”
Burke Hales earned degrees in chemical engineering and chemical
oceanography at the University of Washington, and served as a
Department of Energy Distinguished Postdoctoral Fellow in Climate
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Change at Columbia University before joining the faculty at Oregon
State. His research focuses on the ocean’s carbon cycles at its
boundaries: The sea?loor, the air-sea interface, and the land-ocean
margins. As a testament to his technical innovation in ocean science
research, Hales is the inventor of the “Burke-o-Lator,” a system that
has revolutionized shore-based ocean acidi?ication monitoring. More
recently, he is the principal investigator of PacWave, a gridconnected wave energy test facility.
A 26 page summary of his educational credentials, professional
career, funded research projects, 9ield experience, publications &
presentations leaves no doubt when it comes to the health of our
oceans Burke Hales knows what he’s talking about.
Don’t miss this interesting, informative, important
presentation.
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CONFIRMED MCKENZIE FLYFISHERS 2018 OUTING SCHEDULE
DATE

LOCATION

Oct 12-14

Kalama Cup No. Umpqua R.

FISHMASTER

FUTURE PROGRAMS
MFF Auction Update (November 19, 2018)
Expect to see big changes in the auction this year. While you will still be able to bid on club
favorites like member-led fishing trips, filled fly boxes or home-hosted dinner parties, our
Collections Committee has brought in more donations from local businesses than ever before.
With many fine items available, bidding in both auctions (silent and oral) is sure to be lively, so
step up and be part of the excitement.
Administration of the auction this year will be managed online using auction-specific software.
Running the registration table, both auctions and the checkout stations online will improve
efficiency and minimize lines. Moreover, the move to online event management will establish a
permanent record of information about everything to do with the auction. This database will be
available to whoever organizes the auction in 2019. Invitations to the auction will be in the mail
this week. Inside you will find an RSVP card and a pre-addressed return envelope. Tickets may
be purchased by check or by credit card by returning the RSVP card, or you may register online
at the web site address given on the card. Tickets to the auction will cost $25. You will choose a
dinner entrée when you register for the event: chicken, salmon or a vegetarian plate. In addition
to the entrée, the meal will include bread on the table, a house salad and dessert. A cash bar will
be on site throughout the evening. We will also have hors d'oeuvres of meatballs and hummus
platters during the silent auction. The cost to the club for the auction food will be $30 plus a $5
gratuity per person. The club will subsidize by $10 all tickets sold in advance. Tickets sold at the
door including dinner will be limited in number and will cost $30. There will be no charge for
those wishing to attend the auction if you aren't eating any of the food, but please RSVP by
returning your invitation so we can gauge the number in attendance.
The auction is still six weeks away, but there is a daunting amount of work to be done. Please
come to the club meeting this month prepared to get involved. Sign-up sheets will be available
for various assignments. Every member needs to help in some way. You might help plan how
silent auction items will be displayed the tables. Maybe you can prepare the information binder
the auctioneer will need for the live auction. If you're adept with computers, you could learn the
auction software early and be prepared to teach it to other volunteers. We need a few people to
come early to set up computer stations and a few more to stick around late for clean up. If you
can't help in any other way, at last come out and bid with enthusiasm!

5

2018 MFF AUCTION INCENTIVE RAFFLE
Jim Rhoten
The Club is trying something new to encourage your participation and attendance till the end of
the auction. Below is how tickets will be distributed for those in attendance, donating items and
winning items in the Oral auction. These tickets will be part of a raffle taking place at the end of
the night for a guided trip, by just attending you have a chance but by donating and winning
items you have a greater chance of winning and supporting the function of our club.
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 Ticket. Everyone who gets bid card
2 Tickets. For every fly box turned into Clint
3 Tickets. Turn in Items used in Silent Auction
5 Tickets. Turn in Items used in Oral Auction
5 Tickets. Put trip together for Auction
10 Tickets. Win bid in Oral Auction

You can bring items to the October Meeting on the 15th. You must place your name on each
item if they want to receive credit and additional Raffle Tickets.
Any member who is interested in putting a trip together for the auction can contact Jim Rhoten
( jerhoten @yahoo.com)

McKenzie Flyfisher Holiday Party
Tom Fauria
Save the Date: Sunday, December 9, 2018, 5:30 pm
Location: Willie’s Northwest Cuisine
Members, Partners, Spouses and Guests are welcome. $10.00 per person includes dinner. No
host bar will be available.
You may select from the following plated entrees: salmon, steak or vegetarian Alfredo pasta.
This year we’re adding a choral group who will sing a brief medley of Holiday and Christmas
songs to add to the Holiday festivity.

RSVP to Tom Fauria
tomfauria@gmail.com or 541-914-0373
Mail checks to Tom Fauria, 3806 Colony Oaks Dr., Eugene, OR 97405. Make checks payable to
McKenzie Flyfishers
You may also sign up and make payment at the October and November monthly meetings.
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Fishing Stones in October on the Upper McKenzie
Arlen Thomason
Some of you may have seen the large mystery bug that Kurt Ruble passed around and asked me
about at Monday's club meeting. As big as a salmonfly, but hatching in September rather than
April-May. He found it near his house in Rainbow, near McKenzie Bridge, and says he sees
them annually but nobody believes him.
I do. I see them every year during this time on the upper river. They occur from Sahalie Falls
down to at least Rainbow, with Kurt having established what I now know about their
downstream reach. I have never seen them as adults or nymphs on the lower river.
On the upper river, I see them most often on streamside vegetation right at water's edge, with
maybe a handful in a 50 ft. stretch. Such as the one below, acting like an ostrich hiding its head.
They will usually stay still and not move when approached, but if you touch the leaf they're on
they will take off running at amazing speed. Only very occasionally will they take to the air, and
even then they don't fly far.
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Seen up close, they have the typical visage of a big stonefly.

The one that Kurt brought to the meeting was a female. Females are about the same size (~43
mm) as salmonflies that hatch in the spring; males are about 2/3 the size (~30 mm) of females.
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If you turn them over and look at their undersides, that's when you can see a big difference from
salmonflies. None of the latter's strong orange markings are present; they are instead a uniform
dull tan. Note also how the wings of the females extend well past the tails, which is not the case
for males.

So what are they? Their scientific name is Doroneuria baumanni, and they go by the "common"
name of Cascades Stonefly, or sometimes Willowfly. But really, they are so unknown to most of
us that no name is very common. When was the last time you heard someone talking about
them? Read an article about them? It's pretty amazing that such a big bug, eaten by fish in our
local rivers, gets so little attention. They occur mostly in higher elevation rivers and streams
across Oregon, Washington, and several other western states.
Never present in huge numbers, they nevertheless present themselves in sufficient quantity to
draw the fishes' attention. A big Chernobyl Ant or Chubby Chernobyl will often bring up some
of the bigger ones.
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All this makes September and early October my favorite time to fish the upper McKenzie. It is
not an easy place to fish, with cold swift water, big slippery boulders, and overhanging trees. But
even when the fish don't bite, the time is well spent. Just look around and take it all in.

MFF Gold Lake Outing
Clint Brumitt
The first weekend of October found the McKenzie Flyfishers at the annual Gold Lake outing.
This event is hosted with the fishmaster being the Board of Directors of the club, as this is the
largest outing of the year with participation by club members and family. One angler reported 17
anglers on the lake during the day. The weather was October in Oregon with a little bit of
everything during the Friday and Saturday time frame. Yes, there were a few, but not many of
the white things that are flat and only show up with the cooler temperatures. In spite of the
variable weather, the lake was basically flat and fish were taking flies. By Saturday afternoon all
the raingear had been shed and suntan lotion was being issued.
Jim Rhoten was the only official fishmaster that attended for the weekend and he set up a
great camp. All campers had dry cover and a warm fire for fellowship and conversation. He
represented the missing board members very well. I know he would not take the job, but I
could recommend him to be the full time fishmaster of all outings.
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John Ranstad was the winner and declared the Gold Lake Angler of the Year. John's three
largest trout totaled over 39 inches. He was followed by Steve Brehm, Walt Petty and Jim
Boyd. All runner ups totaled fish at 33 inches or more.
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For all you lake anglers, you need to pick the brain of John Ranstad. Earlier this year he told me
about a peacock fly he had developed and while it was not a great success at Gold, it lead to
some additional flies that Brook Trout could not resist. Certain English fly patterns that are
becoming more and more common in addition to those John designed were used to slay the
“Char” of Gold Lake. On a different and positive note, our winner of the Gold Lake Angler of
the Year is considered based upon the brook trout that are brought into the camp and measured.
Small talk with various anglers indicated there would have been different folks in line to win if
we considered Rainbow trout. A fair number were caught with largest reported at 21 inches.
Bruce Anderson had three that averaged about 14” to 16” each.

The evening fish fry was a success due to the everyone pitch in and help attitude that makes
being in this organization so rewarding. Brook trout taste as wonderful as ever and who ever
brought the brownies caused me to gain about 4 pounds. A very enjoyable weekend for all who
attended.
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Salmon Watch Report
Ted Taylor
I finally got up the nerve to try leading the riparian ecology station at Salmon Watch this past
week, went up for two days at the Carmen Spawning Channel on the upper McKenzie. It turned
out to be much more fun and rewarding than I had anticipated. The middle school kids are lively
and inquisitive. I was a bit intimidated at first but after a couple of sessions I didn’t even need
my notes. The season is just beginning and it’s not too late to go along and observe and see how
you might plug into this very important program. And watching the big salmon spawning is aweinspiring! Contact Justin Demeter at McKenzie Watershed Council about carpooling. Here are a
few photos from this week.
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INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541.501.1774)

2018 BOARD
President Al Eckerdt

At-Large Bob Howell

President-Elect Jim Rhoten

At-Large Tom Fauria

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Monte Matthews

Treasurer Mike Layne

At-Large Mark Campbell

2018 COMMITTEES
Auction Greg Williams

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Tom Fauria

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

FFI Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Dick Barnhart

Website Liz Yocom

Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff DeVore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Dave Thomas
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Mike Brinkley, Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert
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