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MFF ANNUAL AUCTION
Willie’s Restaurant. 400 Industrial Way, Springfield.
Monday, November 19, 2018
There are a lot of great silent auction items this year and our oral auction is loaded with trips,
premium rods and donated non-fishing related items. There are more than one of these trips and
items that you don’t want to live without.
Below is the general flow of the evening:
5:00 pm
Evening Begins
5:15 pm
Silent Auction Starts
7:00 pm
Dinner
7:45 pm
Oral Auction Begins
9:30 pm
Oral Auction Ends

PREZ SEZ …
Al Eckerdt – “Remember – Have Fun!”
“Winter fishing – because staying warm is for wimps”
Author unknown but known by all.
Do Fly Fishers Hibernate During Winter?
Thanksgiving is right around the corner. The first hard frosts are finally upon the Willamette
Valley. We are rapidly approaching the Winter Solstice, the shortest day of the year, the shortest
episode of warming rays of the sun, the beginning of winter, a time of holidays and merry
making. Winter is a time of family gatherings and conversations by warming flames.
It is also a time for roving barren gravel bars recently washed by deluges of rain and scoured by
roaring torrents filled with abrasive volcanic sand. Upon close inspection, you see skeletons of
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dead, spawned out salmon are mixed with bits of fallen leaves that have been ground into dark
specks amongst the grit.
Everything survives by consuming something else, yet is consumed and recycled as well. Leaves
of the maples, alders, cottonwoods and willows are all fallen. The body of the Earth Mother is
starkly revealed through the cold, clear air. But besides the wonderful gatherings, warming
flames and imminent cold weather, what do Flyfishers do in the winter?
Well, here are some ideas:
•

Winter is a great time to take one a two-day Steelhead Spey Class. Fishing with two-hand
fly rods is a traditional, productive, fun approach to catching large anadromous fish such
as steelhead and salmon.

•

Winter steel heading can be chilly but thrilling to land one of the wild big ones we have
here in Oregon. If you haven’t been out recently, give it a try. And remember the favorite
line: ‘If you want your wife or partner to really dislike fly fishing, take them on a winter
steel head trip”.

•

If the lure of the cold and rain somehow just doesn’t appeal to you, how about a trip
south where it is warm and the fishing can be amazing. December, January and February
can be great months for fly anglers to travel south to Florida, and many parts of the
Caribbean. Bonefish, tarpon, permit and snook are active. Try Florida, or the Caribbean,
or Belize, or something a little different, try Cuba.

Or you can do what most of us do: Clean the garage / shop. Watch football. Tie some flies.
Watch football. Make some new leaders. Organize your flies for the thousandth time. Watch
football. Clean the reels and make sure they work. Watch football. Whatever you do this winter
or wherever your plans take you, enjoy the season of giving and appreciation. Enjoy your
families, enjoy our beautiful pacific northwest and think gratitude that we have all of this in our
own backyard. And Have Fun!
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MFF Auction Flies for Sale
Clint Brumitt
As I write this short article for the newsletter I am reminded that each year I am tested.
I get to collect and organize the fly boxes with all the flies tied by club members for the auction.
It is an impressive selection.
Some tyers tied a dozen to a box, while others put in 18 or even 24 in a box. We have lake flies
that have so much motion, it would make a southern preacher think that they should be outlawed
for their seductiveness. Still others focused on nymphs and the bottom 10% of the water column
where most of the feeding takes place. We are set for both salt water and fresh water selections.
We have a variation of a clouser pattern that catches all sorts of fish, even salmon. You can buy
dry flies in various assortments and this year we have a selection of flies that were used by the
winner of the Gold Lake Angler of the Year.
One of most interesting boxes comes from club member Bob Papazian. He shares two of his
favorite patterns that work everywhere and it comes with a letter explaining how to use them. I
will make sure this box does not go without a fight.
The club supplies the fly boxes for the tyers. Our last shipment cost the club $8.00 per box. We
include that into the minimum price we set. The tyers supply everything else including the labor
and love it takes to prepare these flies. In addition, a box with a dozen and box with two dozen
will have much different opening bids. Years ago, we heard from some tyers that they put a lot
of work into preparing the flies and they did not want to be embarrassed when they were sold at
a ridiculously low price. You would very soon run out of tyers for the auction.
It is time to plan on a re-supply of your fly boxes for the coming year. Why did I say I am tested
in doing this work.......... Well, I could sure use a couple of these boxes but I will just have to
bid on them like everyone else.
Kudos to Greg Williams and his preparation for this years auction. It will be better than we have
experienced before. Please remember to sign up in advance so you can be entered in the drawing
for a guided fishing trip. The more you participate, the more chances you have to win.
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You’re invited to the McKenzie Flyfishers Annual

Holiday Party
Sunday December 9th
5:30 pm
Willie’s Northwest Cuisine
400 International Way, Springfield
Spouse, Partner, or Guest welcome
$10.00 per person includes dinner choice of Steak,
Salmon or Vegetarian Alfredo Pasta
A vocal group will present a medley of Holiday songs prior to
dinner at 6:00pm.
RSVP to Tom Fauria
3806 Colony Oaks Dr. Eugene, OR 97405
tomfauria@gmail.com 541-914-0373
Make checks payable to McKenzie Flyfishers

Informal Holiday Dress
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Lava Lake
Ted Taylor
I had visions of canoe camping and fishing at Sparks Lake so packed everything in dry bags and
drove up Oct. 18, only to discover the lake was nearly dry (first photo) and the few fish I saw
were struggling to survive. Hosmer was crowded so looked around and found Little Lava Lake
with free camping along the water and hardly anyone around. Stunning landscapes and
backwaters to explore by canoe or on foot. Great place to take kids for bait fishing at the boat
ramp or playing in the creek. Caught and released a 12-inch rainbow on a dry fly at dusk.
Anglers from Bend told me the low water levels at Crane Prairie and Wickiup made for great
fishing. Those lakes close Oct. 31, so make a note for next fall. This time of year I am storing up
colors and beauty to get me through the gray winter that's coming.
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Deschutes River (WINTER)
Arwen Thomason
On Nov. 1 Steve Brehm and I fished the Deschutes River near Mecca Campground from about
noon until almost dark. There were still some October Caddis flying about, but we saw just a few
rises and no fish were caught on dries. Stevie fished mostly a weighted sculpin pattern on a full
sinking line, while I fished a Euro nymphing rig with two jigged flies that varied during the day.
Fishing--or rather catching--was spotty, though Stevie's sculpin started off pretty hot for some
small to medium trout, while my Euro nymphs accounted for the biggest whitefish of the day.
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The real treat came near day's end, when something very big munched Stevie's sculpin just
upstream of me. Shortly thereafter a whopping tail breached the surface and we knew it was a
steelhead. After a very spirited and difficult fight in the strong current with the trout rod, Stevie
got it close to shore. We had no net, so he worked it over to me and I finally managed to tail it. It
was a wild fish with an intact adipose fin, and sported a bright orange tag. After noting the tag's
number and letting the fish rest for a bit in the slack water, we allowed it to swim safely away,
then exchanged high five's to celebrate an exciting end to a bluebird weather day.

Stevie subsequently called ODFW and reported the tag number. He found out the fish was
tagged at ODFW's Sherars Falls trap on 10/19/18, and was measured at 28 inches fork length.
We estimated that it weighed about 9 pounds.
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“Arlen, thanks for taking me. Fun to catch a wild steelhead, in November, while wearing a tshirt.” Stevie
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INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Fly Fishers. Our monthly
meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional
experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers, and our outings and classes are wonder ways
to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand.
Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541.501.1774)

2018 BOARD
President Al Eckerdt

At-Large Bob Howell

President-Elect Jim Rhoten

At-Large Tom Fauria

Secretary Dave Thomas

At-Large Monte Matthews

Treasurer Mike Layne

At-Large Mark Campbell

2018 COMMITTEES
Auction Greg Williams

Conservation Arlen Thomason

Education Tim Knerr & Clint Brumitt

Holiday Party Tom Fauria

House/Raffle Tom Fauria & Phil Johnson

Library Ted Taylor

FFI Terry Willis

Outings Clint Brumitt

Membership Dick Barnhart

Website Liz Yocom

Newsletter Editor Mark Campbell

Picnic Jeff DeVore & Joanie DeVore

Handbook Dave Thomas
Lawsuit Oversight Dave Thomas & Arlen Thomason
Programs Dan Robinhold, Sr., Mike Brinkley, Bill Laing, Mike Star, & Scott Halpert

9

