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From our president

might respond to the ethereal qualities of fly
fishing. That idea was the origin of Project
Healing Waters.
According to its mission statement: "Project
Healing Waters Fly Fishing, Inc. is dedicated to
the physical and emotional rehabilitation of
disabled active military service personnel and
By Greg Williams
disabled veterans through fly fishing and
"To go fishing is the chance to wash one's
associated activities, including education and
soul with pure air, with the rush of the brook, or outings." Today there are 220 Project Healing
with the shimmer of sun on blue water. It brings Waters programs in 48 states, including six in
meekness and inspiration from the decency of
Oregon and five in Washington. In 2018, 4,000
nature, charity toward tackle-makers, patience volunteers donated more than 300,000 hours,
toward fish, a mockery of profits and egos, a
allowing 8,300 disabled veterans and active duty
quieting of hate, a rejoicing that you do not have
to decide a damn thing until
next week. And it is discipline
in the equality of men — for all
men are equal before fish." —
Herbert Hoover

Healing Waters
needs a home

In 2005, Ed Nicholson, a 30year Navy man with a lifelong
love of the outdoors, reported
to Walter Reed Army Medical
Center to undergo treatment for
cancer. During his recovery,
Nicholson observed wounded
service members returning
from Iraq, and he seized upon
the notion that the physical and
emotional injuries of combat
McKenzie Flyfishers

Find this photo and others on the Healing Waters Facebook page
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military personnel to participate in Project
community. In fact, 20 percent of the
Healing Waters activities.
volunteers are themselves former Project
A Project Healing Waters program is an
Healing Waters participants, a clear
independent group, fully funded and insured
indication of the organization's success.
by the national organization. Groups hold
Volunteers also participate in fishing
monthly meetings that include one of four
outings with leadership, planning, fishing
core activities: fly tying, rod building,
help, guiding, transportation, photography
casting lessons or fly-fishing education. Of
and meals. One thing the volunteers do not
course, outings are the heart of the program,
do during outings is fish. Volunteers are
and participants and volunteers enjoy local,
along to help the Healing Waters
regional and even national fly-fishing
participants, not to fish for themselves.
events.
The board of directors with the added
Although a program is an independent
help of Phil Johnson has talked about
group, each one must be connected to an
Project Healing Waters at each of our recent
established fly fishing
meetings, and not long
club. The program in
ago Phil and Tom
Although a program is an
the Eugene/
Fauria and I met with
independent group, each one
Springfield area was
Allen Fitzpatrick, the
must be connected to an
formed in 2015 in
Northwest Regional
partnership with our
Director for Project
established fly fishing club.
local chapter of Trout
Healing Waters, Inc. In
Unlimited.
each instance the
Unfortunately, that
board has decided to
club fell upon difficult times and has
take the next logical step, and it is now time
disbanded, leaving our Project Healing
to bring the matter to the club at large.
Waters group in need of a new sponsoring
As a sponsoring club, we would make
club. This opportunity is now before the
our own decision about our level of
McKenzie Flyfishers.
participation. Some clubs are minimally
We who spend our idle hours immersed
involved, with just a few members serving
in the serenity of flowing water will affirm
as volunteers; other clubs are fully engaged
Nicholson's vision, and surely all of us
with their Healing Waters group. The job of
would endorse the mission. Nonetheless,
Program Lead is a significant commitment,
this is not a decision to be taken without
and we indicated to Fitzpatrick that the
careful consideration.
position would probably need to be filled
Each Project Healing Waters group is led
from outside the club. One of his duties is to
by a Program Lead and one or more
recruit program leaders as well as program
Assistant Program Leads. These leads do
volunteers and participants. A candidate
not have to come from the sponsoring club,
recommended by the organization would
although they would be encouraged to join.
have to be approved by the membership of
Program volunteers participate in Healing
the club. Even so, a successful partnership
Waters meetings by instructing or helping
with Project Healing Waters will require at
program participants in the four core
least several of our members to step up with
activities. Volunteers can come from the
enthusiasm and participate as leaders and
sponsoring club or from the local
volunteers at meetings and outings.
McKenzie Flyfishers
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On the other hand, there is no financial
cost to the club. The national organization
pays for everything including fishing
equipment, equipment for the four core
activities, administration and insurance.
They also pay all the expenses for all their
outings, including guides. For meetings and
outings, we do have to follow all their rules,
of which there are many.
From here, we must discuss this matter
among us. I encourage all our members to visit
the Project Healing Waters web site at https://
projecthealingwaters.org/ and their Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/
ProjectHealingWaters/?tn-str=k*F and an
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interview with the organization’s president can
be found at the Orvis website under podcasts.
If you would like to offer a comment please
email me directly at gregoryw@comcast.net. I
will catalog all of them. We might also discuss
this opportunity on the Google listserve. If we
decide to move forward, the next step would be
to invite Allen Fitzpatrick and other
representatives from Project Healing Waters to
make a presentation at an upcoming club
meeting. Our Programs Committee is working
on the arrangements.
I look forward to a thorough discussion and a
careful decision.

2020 OUTINGS SCHEDULE
*The East Lake outing in July is an invitation from the Rogue FF to join them and the
Southern Oregon FF at East Lake. We are listing it as a “voluntary” outing rather than an
organized club outing with a fishmaster. See Clint if interested.
DATE
March 21
April 4 (or 11 or 18)
(stay tuned)
May 11-15
June
July 13-15
July 15-22
Aug 21-23
Sept. 25-27
Oct. 2-4
October

LOCATION
FISHMASTER
Munsel Lake
Jeff DeVore
Lower McKenzie
Bill Laing
(March browns)
Deschutes River
Greg Williams
Town Run (TBD)
Gary McKenney
Cottonwood Campground
Clint Brumitt
John Day (smallmouth)
*East Lake (with RFF and
SOFF) volunteer basis only
Crane Prairie Reservoir
Tom Fauria/Phil Johnson
Gold Lake (Death to Char) Board of Directors
Kalama Cup (steelhead)
Ted Taylor
Town Run (TBD)

Possible additional outing locations are Davis Lake, Diamond Lake, and day trips to the
always fishable and beautiful North Fork of the Middle Fork of the Willamette. Outside of our
regular outings, club members are encouraged to get together to fish anytime, anyplace. Invite
new members along, share locations, boats, campsites, skills, flies and fish tales.

McKenzie Flyfishers
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Munsel Lake outing
coming up March 21
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“trophy” size fish. Even though these fish are
not fin-clipped, we can take home the limit of
six if we want.
Bank and dock fishing are limited, so it’s
best to have some kind of boat, pontoon or
float tube. Bring a variety of wet flies for
casting and stripping. Last year, a lot of fish
were caught on seal buggers in fairly shallow
water near shore. In other years, more fish
were found in deeper water.

All McKenzie Flyfishers and their guests
are invited to an outing to Munsel Lake, just
north of Florence, on Saturday, March 21.
This will be the first club outing of the year
to include a free lunch, prepared by
fishmaster and hot dog chef Jeff DeVore.
Munsel Lake can be reached off
Highway 126 by driving up the North
Fork Siuslaw Road and then turning
west onto Munsel Lake Road, or by
driving north from Florence on
Highway 101 and then turning right
onto Munsel Lake Road. Vehicles will
need a Lane County parking permit.
The outing will begin with an
optional, no-host breakfast at the Three
Rivers Casino from about 8 to 9 am,
followed by fishing at the lake. The
casino is just west of the intersection of
Highway 126 and the North Fork
Siuslaw Road. Turn right off the
highway and drive up to the casino
parking lot. Meet in the casino coffee
shop for breakfast. There is plenty of
room for boat trailers in the casino
parking lot. Lunch will be served at
Gary Ladenes caught one of the bigger trout last year.
Munsel Lake County Park Boat
Landing at 1 pm. This is a “rain or
shine” event, with fishing in the morning and/
If you have questions about the outing,
or afternoon.
contact Jeff at (541) 343-3109, 505-2692 or
According to the state stocking schedule,
email oakcrk@aol.com. The absolute last
3,000 “large” and 150 “brood” rainbow trout
chance to sign up (or opt out) is noon on
are being stocked in Munsel between March
Friday, March 20.
16 and March 20. Plenty of fish should be
See you out there.
available for our outing, including a few

Garage sale success! Jim Rhoten hosted the club garage sale Feb. 22 that brought in more than
$700. The sale opened first to club members who bought $400 worth of gear, and the public spent another
$300. The sale had leftovers from recent auctions plus donations from the Fred Andrews estate and
elsewhere. “Thank you to all who donated, spent money and helped out,” says Jim.
McKenzie Flyfishers
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Cold, wet? No sweat!
A Cleawox adventure
in winter weather
On Feb. 15, several hearty flyfishers
and spouses met at Three Rivers Casino for
breakfast and a stillwater strategy session.
After lots of coffee and big meals, we
headed out to Cleawox Lake south of
Florence.
The weather was better than expected;
40 to 50 degrees with an occasional light
rain. The wind did pick up in the afternoon
when we all decided to pack it in.
Bob Rasmussen and Jim Dougher fished
together in the lone drift boat while Jim
Rhoten, Phil Johnson and I piloted our
personal watercraft. Everyone had success
catching numerous freshly planted trout,
mainly in the southwest arm near the boat
ramp. Intermediate lines, as well as floating
lines with sink tips, along with with olive/
orange seal buggers, olive/yellow bead head
rabbit streamers and similar flies worked
well.
Despite the free fishing day folks
lobbing lead around us, we all had a good
time, sharing laughs, flies and fish (thanks
Jim) as we passed each other on the lake.
— Fishmaster Carolyn Mason

Our club’s
Life Members
• Jim Boyd
• Bob Bumstead
• Jim Dougher

McKenzie Flyfishers

•
•
•
•
•
•

Skip Hosfield
Bill Laing
Hal Legard
Glen Love
Frank Moore
Peter Patricelli

• Bob Rasmussen
• Mike Starr
• Dave Thomas
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March Brown outing
eyes Saturday, April 4

Alternate dates are April 11 and April 18
Conditions permitting, we will be fishing
the lower McKenzie and the confluence with
the Willamette area from Hayden Bridge to
Harvest Lane or Armitage — or from
Armitage to Marshall Island. We will meet at
the Armitage Park boat ramp at 9 am April 4
for coffee, tea, juice and muffins. We will
shuttle trailers and transport fishermen to the
assigned launch sites. Passengers will be
assigned to boats. Boaters will contact their
passengers and make all the arrangements for
the day.
The number of participants depends on
the number of boats. We need boaters, and
passengers will be assigned to boats. Boaters
will need to contact their passengers and
make all the arrangements for the day.
Boaters are encouraged to sign up as a team
if you have fishing partners.

2020 Board &
Committees
President: Greg Williams
President elect: Carolyn Mason
Secretary: Bob Howell
Treasurer: Mark Campbell
At-large board: Dick Barnhart,
Tom Fauria, Peggy Roga, Dave
Thomas
Auction: Peggy Roga (head), Peggy
Roga (donations), Jim Rhoten, Dick
Barnhart
McKenzie Flyfishers

Jeﬀ DeVore is known to drag out his old drift boat
just for the March Brown outing

All those wishing to participate: It would
be helpful if you send the following
information to wmlaing@aol.com or call
(541) 688-5439:
• Your name, phone number and email.
• Do you have a drift boat, sled, pontoon?
No boat? Include the number of passengers
you have room for.
• Or, if you are already committed, who
are your passengers?
• And are you available on the alternate
dates?
— Bill Laing

Website: Liz Yocom
Membership: Dick Barnhart
(head), Steve Hackett (host), Peggy
Roga (host)
Newsletter: Ted Taylor
Outings: Clint Brumitt
Library: Carolyn Mason
Holiday party: Tom Fauria
Annual picnic: Jeff DeVore
Conservation: Arlen Thomason
Education: Tim Knerr, Clint Brumitt
FFI rep.: Terry Willis
Programs: Scott Halpert, Bill Laing,
Dan Robinhold,
Mike Starr, Mike Brinkley
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A fly fisher’s eye
view of last month’s
OHRC program
By Bill Laing
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• Salmon are also born with an olfactory
mechanism that can detect minute amounts of
amino acids in the water. (1 or 2 teaspoons in an
Olympic-size swimming pool). Combinations of
different amounts and concentrations of amino
acids is one of many important factors guiding
them back to the site where they were
hatched. Amino acids are an important tool for

Our February program from
the Oregon Hatchery Research
Center was obviously not fish
porn. Dr. David Noakes and
Research Assistant Michelle
Scanlan are not fly fishers, they’re
scientists, they study fish. Their
program was scientific: pie-charts,
graphs, hypotheses, experiments,
studies, computations, calculations
and conclusions.
Not being a scientist, here’s my
hatcheries to imprint hatchery fish to return to the
“fisherman’s eye view” of the OHRC
hatchery and prevent their interacting with wild
presentation.
• Size matters – egg size in salmon determines fish.
• Salmon return to the site they were
the length of incubation, growth rate, and ratio of
hatched, even if introduced into a different
adult/jack offspring. Important management tool
watershed. If you plant
to determine timing of
smolts hatched in the
departure from and
For more information or for a tour of McKenzie Hatchery
return to their
into the Willamette
the Oregon Hatchery Research
watershed.
they will return to the
• The idea that
Center, call (541) 487-5513 or call
McKenzie.
hatcheries create a
Dr.
David
Noakes
at
(541)
737-1953.
strain of non-biters is
An invitation
They welcome (need) your
“hooey,” scientifically
The Oregon Hatchery
proven to be false,
participation.
Research Center
perpetuated by a
depends on volunteers
bunch of unsuccessful
to man and maintain the hatchery. They welcome
anglers. On occasion, I’ve even used it to
volunteers. If you would like to be involved with
explain a fishless day on the river.
• Salmon are born with a built-in GPS system: this world-renowned facility and its unique
research projects, they will welcome you.
A homing device guided by the polar magnetic
field, observed in nature and confirmed by a
— Bill Laing
unique scientific research project.

McKenzie Flyfishers
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Gang aglee
From the archives, February 1976
The water danced before, the gift,
of a perfect lie. My mind propelled
the just right fly on the just right drift.
The fancied fish, it rose, attached
its dappled lip, and fought its way
to net. A bold majestic fray.
Alas, the deed was done in mind alone,
but sure that fact would follow dream,
I raised my arm to cast
the grizzly fraud onto the stream.
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With motion smooth I swept the line
toward shore to gently load my rod
before I launched the final thrust.
But when I made that final pull, the god
of backcast bushes claimed his due,
For only broken dreams fell true.
My fly reposed in twiggy rest
entrapped in green malevolence.
I turned to fix the blame upon
the guilty growth but saw only feigned innocence.
My fly had lost identity
in waving green serenity.
I fish a fly and know duality:
my dreams and juxtaposed reality.
— Bob Bumstead

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Flyfishers. Our monthly meetings
are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional experts on
subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers — and our outings and classes are wonderful ways to hone
skills and lead local waters first-hand. Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541)
501-1774.

Have stories and photos for the
newsletter? Or letters to the editor? Email
Ted Taylor at juliated@comcast.net
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