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Our Aug. 17 program

Wild Salmon
Center is next
Zoom program
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in dozens of rivers in Japan, the Russian Far
East, Alaska, B.C. and the Pacific Northwest,
raising over $100 million in grants,
establishing eight new conservation
organizations, and protecting three million
acres of habitat, including public lands
management designations, and eight new
large-scale habitat reserves on key salmon
rivers across the Pacific Rim.
Rahr earned a BA in English literature from
the University of Oregon and a Masters of
Environmental Studies from Yale University.
Before coming to the Wild Salmon Center,
he developed conservation programs for
Oregon Trout, the United Nations
Development Programme, the Rainforest
Alliance and Conservation International. He
is a member of the World Conservation
Union (IUCN) Salmon Specialist Group, and
is a passionate fly fisherman and fly-tyer. He
lives in Portland with his wife, Lee, and their
three sons.

At 7 pm Monday, Aug, 17, Guido Rahr,
president of the Wild Salmon Center, will be
presenting on the status and emerging threats
to wild salmon and steelhead across the
North Pacific. From the remote watersheds
of the Russian Far East across the ocean to
Alaska, British Columbia, and the coastal
rivers of the Pacific Northwest, Guido will
share efforts to protect wild salmon
strongholds. He'll be highlighting the
campaign to stop the Pebble Mine in
Alaska's Bristol Bay and the potential
through the new Oregon
Forest Accords to
secure protections for
50,000 miles of riparian
forest and streams.
Under Guido Rahr’s
leadership, Wild
Salmon Center has
developed scientific
research, habitat
protection and fisheries
improvement projects
Swirling sockeye salmon in Alaska. Photo by Ben Knight
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From our president …

A summer day on
the Middle Fork

A fishing report and book review
By Greg williams
This month I am not going to write
about pandemics or travel restrictions or
cancelled outings. No warnings or cautions,
either. And right at this time, I'm about
Zoomed out. We'll get back to all
that real-world stuff at the club
meeting next week. For now…
It was a dubious little run,
maybe 50 yards of bouncy water. Al
and I were fishing a bit of the
Middle Fork of the Willamette,
between Oakridge and the dam. He
had left me the best spot, or so he
said, and wandered off a distance
upstream. With the usual pair of
nymphs under a Thingamabob, this
would not have been a prime spot; the
water looked a little too fast and deep for a
traditional nymph rig to make it through the top
current to the slower water beneath. But today I
was fishing a 10-foot, 2-weight Euro rod, so this
would be a different game. I worked the soft
current edge with oval casts and was pleasantly
surprised to grab a pair of small rainbows right
away, 10-11 inches and feisty. The encouraging
start emboldened my wading. Moving farther
out, I was up to my vest in the swift current,
where a bit more action would be required to
sink those nymphs. A sloppy tuck cast put me in
the heart of the run, with the acceleration of the
tuck driving the jig Prince through the water
column. A few more of the same, a subtle
shudder in the line, and a tick of the sighter
produced a third trout, a few inches longer than
the first two. I pulled up an even bigger fish
several yards along. I took five trout from that
short run, and two more at the next place we
stopped. Solid fish, all of them, and each one was
hooked either in the corner of the mouth or in the
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center of the upper lip, as expected for Euro
nymphing with jig flies. It was my first good day
with the Euro rod. The principles were starting to
gel.
I credit the day to a book I've been
studying: Tactical Fly Fishing: Lessons
Learned from Competition for All Anglers
by Devin Olsen (Stackpole Books, 2019).
Olsen is a regular member of Team USA at
the World Fly Fishing Championships and
has won an individual bronze medal as well
as silver and bronze team medals. While the
appeal of competition fly fishing is
lost on me, I figure there's plenty
to learn from a fellow whose
agenda is to catch as many fish as
possible on unfamiliar water in a
limited amount of time.
Tactical Fly Fishing opens with
a chapter on strategy. Olsen
describes how he develops a plan
to fish a new piece of water by
evaluating variables such water
temperature, turbidity, fish
species and hatch potential.
Probably most of us do make an initial
assessment of the water we fish, but here
Olsen takes the strategy session to a
different level, one that is surely necessary
for no-nonsense competition.
Since competition fly fishing is a
numbers game, this book is about
subsurface fishing, with a strong emphasis
on European nymphing. Chapter 2 is a clear
and thorough presentation of gear and
rigging. I found the discussion of leader rigs
for Euro systems to be particularly helpful.
In Chapter 3 Olsen does a very good job of
comparing the pros and cons of tight-line
Euro nymphing vs. the traditional American
technique of nymphs drifted under a
suspension device.
The second half of the book explores
various types of water, with chapters on
pocket water, riffles, runs, pools, glides and
banks. Each one covers its water type in
general, then moves on with one or two case
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studies, detailing specific fishing events by
Olsen and friends, recapping most of the
material presented in earlier chapters.
Pocket water gets the most attention,
including five pages on how to fish midstream boulders, both submerged and
exposed. Evaluation of the water, analysis
of holding lies, specific rigging, and casting
considerations, are covered for each
scenario. Again, most of the material is on
Euro nymphing, but suspension techniques
and dry fly cases make brief appearances.
These pieces are very effective, particularly
because they tell us not only how to fish the
water, but also because they tell us
specifically what not to do, including
occasional descriptions of what goes on
under the surface when things do go awry.
Olsen has a bachelor's degree in
ecology and master's degree in fisheries
science, so perhaps it isn't surprising that
Tactical Fly Fishing has the look and feel
of a college textbook. The writing is
efficient and dense with information. Color
photographs are abundant, many are

AUGUST 2020

annotated to maximize their impact, and all
of them are integrated effectively with the
text. There are plenty of tall tales, and the
fish porn is adequate, but this is a teaching
book, from first page to last. At a modest
210 pages, the $40 list price seems steep,
but the production values are high, and if
that isn't enough, Amazon sells the book
for $23.50 (and it’s available in our club
library) You may be familiar with the pair
of instructional DVDs on Euro nymphing
produced by Olsen and Team USA partner
Lance Egan, also in our club library. It
wouldn't be far off the mark to think of
Tactical Fly Fishing as the companion
textbook to the DVDs. For me, learning
still comes easier from books than from
videos, but with Tactical Fly Fishing, the
two together are a powerful combination.
The Middle Fork is a fine summer
fishery. At low water there is ample
territory for wading. I'll be out again soon.
There's a method I want to try for fishing
shallow flats with a floating sighter. The
description starts on page 78.

2020 OUTINGS SCHEDULE
All outings continuing with COVID-19 precautions.
DATE
Aug. 14-16
Aug 21-23
Sept. 26
Oct. 2-4
October

LOCATION
Diamond Lake (no group meals)
Crane Prairie Reservoir (no group meals)
Gold Lake (see update on Page 4)
Kalama Cup (North Umpqua steelhead)
Town Run (TBD)

FISHMASTER
Jim Rhoten
Tom Fauria/Phil Johnson
Board of Directors
Ted Taylor

Possible additional outing locations include the very fishable and scenic North Fork of the
Middle Fork of the Willamette. Campgrounds and boat ramps are open, but eager anglers, many
now unemployed, are filling campgrounds and parking lots — even in mid-week. This might be
a good summer to explore some less popular lakes, rivers and ponds. Surf fishing anyone?

McKenzie Flyfishers
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Gold Lake 2020
Changes are afoot to our traditional
‘Death to Char’ outing Sept. 26
Well, in this unusual year, why should our
tradi2onal ou2ng be any diﬀerent.
The Board of Directors and the ou2ng
chairman discussed ideas to keep the tradi2on
alive and do so within the
CDC and Oregon COVID-19
safety guidelines.
In the past we have had
a day of ﬁshing, a measuring
of the brook trout to see
who caught the three largest
ﬁsh of the day, and then we
fried them all in a great
group potluck. This year we
cannot have a potluck or any
gathering that would put our
club members in danger. But we can s2ll go
ﬁshing and s2ll measure the ﬁsh. And we can do
all of that and follow social distancing
guidelines.
Here is how it should work for this 2020
special edi2on of the “Death to Char” event.
Date: Saturday, Sept. 26
Time: All day and we are extending the
ﬁshing hours of the contest to 5:30 pm. We do
not have to prepare food and eat, we just have
to measure ﬁsh. Sunset is around 7 so it gives

2020 board and
committees
President: Greg Williams
President elect: Carolyn Mason
Secretary: Bob Howell
Treasurer: Mark Campbell
At-large board: Dick Barnhart, Tom Fauria,
Peggy Roga, Dave Thomas, Phil Johnson
Auction: (chair open) Peggy Roga, Jim
Rhoten, Dick Barnhart
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folks a chance to get home before dark. You can
certainly stop before 5:30 but it will give those
who so desire a longer 2me to ﬁsh.
Rules: The rules are s2ll the same. The
angler who catches and records the three
largest brook trout will be declared the Gold
Lake Angler of the Year. You must however,
present your ﬁsh at the judging site before 5:30
pm. That does not mean you can enter the
short canal to the boat ramp, it means being on
shore and ready to measure no
later than 5:30.
The Board will have a judging site
announced and prepared in
advance. Since there is no limit
on brook trout, you can also take
them home and eat them.
We will have a measuring device
prepared so all you do is to put
each of your three ﬁsh in the
device, record the length of each
ﬁsh in the log provided at the judging sta2on
and exit. Measure your own ﬁsh as a socially
distanced safety feature. Your honesty is not
ques2oned. The board will do the calcula2ons
and determine the winner. We encourage
people to wear a mask while on shore and at
the judging site.
A formal announcement will be made via
club email soon aYer the event. This allows
beZer social distancing as well as elimina2ng
the need to wait around un2l the compe22on
closes. — Clint Brumi7
Website: Liz Yocom
Membership: Dick Barnhart (head), Steve
Hackett (host), Peggy Roga (host)
Newsletter: Ted Taylor
Outings: Clint Brumitt
Library: Carolyn Mason
Holiday party: Tom Fauria
Annual picnic: Jeff DeVore
Conservation: Arlen Thomason
Education: Tim Knerr, Clint Brumitt
FFI rep.: Terry Willis
Programs: Al Eckerdt (head), Mark
Campbell, Scott Halpert, Bill Laing, Mike
Starr, Mike Brinkley
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Playing hooky on
the big John Day
It’s all about that bass
By Clint Brumitt
On July 13-15, four adventurous club
members fished the smallmouth bass waters of
the John Day River in north central
Oregon.
Dan Robinhold, Clint Brumitt
and Mark Rauch arrived on Sunday
to secure campsites and Dave
Bailey arrived early on Monday.
We stayed at Cottonwood Canyon
Campground at the newest state
park in the Oregon system. This
campground is first-come, firstserve. After the strong downstream
winds subsided on Sunday evening,
we had great weather in a socially
distanced environment.
Bass fishing was active and all
caught fish, but the largest was
probably in the 11- to 12-inch
range. Mark and Dave took their
bikes downstream searching for
new and fishable waters. The river
was dropping and bass were taking
both below the surface and on the
surface flies.
The club had a Zoom
presentation from the Western
Rivers Conservancy during this
pandemic. One of the items on the presentation
agenda was the John Day and new boat ramp
access at Starvation Lane. Mother Nature has
done what she is most capable of doing: she has
altered the graded boat ramp access. What we
found at this lower summer flow was a stream
channel that has cut strongly to the west side of
the river where the boat ramp is. This action has
cut the bank in a way that the strongest flow is
right at the base of the ramp there is a noticeable
drop where the ramp should be. Even at this low
McKenzie Flyfishers
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flow there was no place to stop your boat and
no easy way to winch your boat on to either a
trailer or up on the bank. It is worth getting
current information before planning on using
this site to take out a boat on a future fishing
trip.
A good time was had by all, and on a 4-0
vote we said we should plan on having future
outings at this river.
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Marvelous
Montana
By Ted Taylor
The world-renowned Smith River in
Montana is on the far side of the
Continental Divide, a 13-hour drive away,
but our club president, Greg Williams, was
lucky to score a much-coveted float permit
for July 8-12. Five of us, Carolyn Mason,
Marv Fickle, Steve Hackett, Jake Elliot and
I, joined him for a most memorable rafting
and fishing adventure through 59 miles of

spectacular scenery and wildlife.
Such trips require a prodigious amount
of planning and organizing (overseen by
Greg) — raft rentals and raft hauling, car
shuttles, meal planning, dry bags, Yeti
coolers, bear fence, camping and fishing
gear, permits, licenses, campgrounds and
COVID protocols there and back. Every
day before leaving, we fretted over water
levels on the river, from too low to too high
to just right.
Not all of us had whitewater rowing
experience, but the rapids were manageable
and even the rookies were “experts” after
five days trading off on the oars. We had
three rafts, two people per boat, so one
person rowed while the other fished. Alas,
while the river is a famous fishery, we were
lucky to each land a trout or two a day. We
left a lot of flies on the rocky river bottom.
Our campgrounds were reserved in
advance, and they were gorgeous places,
despite the uphill hikes to the latrines. The
McKenzie Flyfishers

second day had perhaps the most dramatic
scenery with limestone cliffs towering high
above the river, eagles overhead, lush
meadows and wildflowers everywhere.
We were not alone on the river, but
professional guides (charging clients
$4,600 a head) and other private parties we
encountered were courteous.
“I just looked back on my photos and
enjoyed the trip all over,” says Carolyn.
“The camaraderie, scenery, great dinners
and the wild place are all things I'll
remember when I think of the trip. I know it
won’t be the fish! LOL.”
Will this be an annual unofficial club
outing? Only if someone else wins the float
permit lottery. According to the rules, Greg
can’t apply again next year. See 75 more
photos at https://www.flickr.com/photos/
156146626@N06/albums
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De-junking our
home waters
This year’s McKenzie River
Clean-up June 27 was a resounding,
if unusual, success. Teams of
flyfishers scoured both banks of the
McKenzie from Taylor’s Landing
down to Armitage Park. Though the
pandemic protocols nixed the endof-cleanup feast and awards
ceremony, all participants
thoroughly enjoyed the effort to
remove any human blemishes from
our namesake river.
The award for most valuable cleaner this
year must go to our president, Greg Williams,
who teamed with Bruce Anderson to clean
the Bellinger to Hayden run. Greg found and
removed, with gusto, two abandoned urban
camper sites. He even found a usable pickaxe
and pruning loppers.
So many thanks to this year’s participants
listed in the river-flow order of their runs:
Ted Taylor, Mike Brinkley, Bob Bumstead,
Bill Laing, Steve Laing, Bruce Anderson,
Greg Williams, Dan Robinhold, Chris Hyatt,
Sparky Rice, John O’Conner, Dave Bailey,
Jim Rhoten. Marvin Fickle, Scott Halpert and
Mary Halpert. If I included anyone falsely,
revel in the undeserved glory. If I left anyone
out, let me know and I will make amends.
— Bob Bumstead

Our club’s
Life Members
• Jim Boyd
• Bob Bumstead
• Jim Dougher
McKenzie Flyfishers

•
•
•
•
•
•

Greg (above) and Mike show oﬀ their proud treasures
during the annual McKenzie Clean-up.

Skip Hosfield
Bill Laing
Hal Legard
Glen Love
Frank Moore
Peter Patricelli

• Bob Rasmussen
• Mike Starr
• Dave Thomas
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September
Program preview
You will not want to miss this
Sept. 21 Zoom program:

We have more shirts!
Some fishing shirts from the batch we
ordered earlier this year are still available.
These are high quality shirts made by
Eddie Bauer. They are wrinkle-free,
lightweight and very comfortable. The
club logo is embroidered directly onto the
shirt; it is not a sewn-on patch.
We have eight available at our cost of
$48: In Driftwood (beige) we have: one M,
one L, three XL, one XXL. In Boulder
(dark gray) we have: one L, one XL.
The shirts have UV 50 protection,
antibacterial odor inhibitor, sun shield
collar, two fly box pockets, une zipped
pocket, tab sleeves and mesh-ventilated
back. If you would like one of these shirts,
please contact Greg Williams. If there is
enough demand, we can order another
batch from Triangle Graphics.

Plastic Pollution: One of
the Greatest Environmental
Challenges of the 21st
Century.
Stacey Harper, Ph.D. will discuss
the convergence of macro- and nanoplastics. in Aquatic Environments. Or,
what happens to all that plastic debris
we see along the rivers and roadways?
And how it could affect our way of
life and fishing future.
Harper is an associate professor at
OSU in the Department of
Environmental and Molecular
Toxicology and the School of
Chemical, Biological and
Environmental Engineering, and a
Signature Researcher of the Oregon
Nanoscience and Microtechnologies
Institute. — Bill Laing

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Flyfishers. Our monthly meetings
are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional experts on
subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers — and our outings and classes are wonderful ways to hone
skills and lead local waters first-hand. Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541)
501-1774.

Have stories and photos for the newsletter? Or
letters to the editor? Email Ted Taylor at
juliated@comcast.net
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