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Our Sept. 21 program

Molecular Toxicology and the School of
Chemical, Biological and Environmental
Engineering, and a Signature Researcher of the
Oregon Nanoscience and Microtechnologies
One of the greatest challenges of the Institute.
In her research, she utilizes novel,
21st century and how it can aﬀect our multidisciplinary approaches and state-of-the-art
technology to address important questions
way of life and flyfishing future
arising from human and
environmental exposures to
Stacey Harper, Ph.D. will
nanoscale materials. A recent focus
discuss the convergence on micro
of her research program is on the
plastics and nano plastics in
transport, fate and effects of micro
Aquatic environments.
and nanoscale plastics. Her research
“Let’s be frank: Streams,
group spans disciplines such as
rivers, estuaries, and the open
toxicology, environmental
ocean are polluted with plastic
engineering, biology, and
waste on a global scale,” she
bioresources research.
says. “Amounting to one of the
Harper is actively engaged in the
greatest environmental
national and international standards
Stacey Harper, Ph.D.,
challenges of the 21st century,
for nanotechnology environmental,
will join our Sept. 21
plastic pollution has increased by
health and safety, serves as a
Zoom meeting around
several orders of magnitude over
representative on the ANSI7 pm. Our meeting
the past few decades, as
accredited U.S. Technological
begins at 6 pm. Look
production continues to outpace
Advisory Group for ISO/TC 229
for an invitation in your
the capacity for proper disposal,
Nanotechnologies, and is past chair
email.
recycling, or reuse. The plastic
of the ASTM International
debris that you can see when
Committee E56 on Nanotechnology.
fishing on the McKenzie River all degrades into
She is an active faculty member in the
smaller, and smaller and smaller pieces until
Environmental Health Sciences Center, is a
they are invisible to the human eye. Although
member of the NIEHS Toxicology Training
they may be out of sight, it is important to
program at OSU and is a co-leader of the
understand that they are not gone.”
Superfund Research Center Research Translation
Stacey Harper is an associate professor at
Core. — Bill Laing
OSU in the Department of Environmental and

Plastic pollution
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An inconvenient truth
Speaking of plastic pollution, have
you been to the supermarket or
convenience store lately? All these
commonly used items are packaged
in one-time-use throwaway plastic
containers. — Bill Laing photos

Calling all fly tyers!
A November fly auction
announcement

I’ve volunteered to lead this year’s
annual auction and Clint
has agreed to once again
wrangle you fly tyers.
This year’s November
auction will be a much
scaled-down version of
our usual affair, and
maybe with a new twist
to include a later-to-be-revealed
program.
McKenzie Flyfishers

In a nutshell, we’re going to conduct
an online Acturia fly auction (much like
eBay) of member tied fly boxes, fly
tying materials and possibly a few
related donations. Consider a themed
box such as, "Gold Lake Super Flies,”
"Deschutes Salmon Fly
Festival," "Metolius River
Never-Fail Flies." You get
it. Tie a dozen to
represent your favorite
body of water to fish, or
tie what you like.
Stay safe and hope to see
you at our Sept. 21 Zoom meeting!
—Carolyn Mason
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Gold Lake 2020
Changes are afoot to our traditional
‘Death to Char’ outing Sept. 26
(Repeat of last month’s story)
Well, in this unusual year, why should our
tradi2onal ou2ng be any diﬀerent.
The Board of Directors and the ou2ng
chairman
discussed ideas to
keep the tradi2on
alive and do so
within the CDC and
Oregon COVID-19
safety guidelines.
In the past we
have had a day of
ﬁshing, a measuring of the brook trout to see
who caught the three largest ﬁsh of the day,
and then we fried them all in a great group
potluck. This year we cannot have a potluck or
any gathering that would put our club members
in danger. But we can s2ll go ﬁshing and s2ll
measure the ﬁsh. And we can do all of that and
follow social distancing guidelines.
Here is how it should work for this 2020
special edi2on of the “Death to Char” event.
Date: Saturday, Sept. 26
Time: All day and we are extending the
ﬁshing hours of the contest to 5:30 pm. We do
not have to prepare food and eat, we just have
to measure ﬁsh. Sunset is around 7 so it gives
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folks a chance to get home before dark. You can
certainly stop before 5:30 but it will give those
who so desire a longer 2me to ﬁsh.
Rules: The rules are s2ll the same. The
angler who catches and records the three
largest brook trout will be declared the Gold
Lake Angler of the Year. You must however,
present your ﬁsh at the judging site before 5:30
pm. That does not mean you can enter the
short canal to the boat ramp, it
means being on shore and
ready to measure no later than
5:30.
The Board will have a judging
site announced and prepared in
advance. Since there is no limit
on brook trout, you can also
take them home and eat them.
We will have a measuring device
prepared so all you do is to put each of your
three ﬁsh in the device, record the length of
each ﬁsh in the log provided at the judging
sta2on and exit. Measure your own ﬁsh as a
socially distanced safety feature. Your honesty is
not ques2oned. The board will do the
calcula2ons and determine the winner. We
encourage people to wear a mask while on
shore and at the judging site.
A formal announcement will be made via
club email soon aYer the event. This allows
beZer social distancing as well as elimina2ng
the need to wait around un2l the compe22on
closes. — Clint Brumi>

2020 OUTINGS SCHEDULE
All outings continuing with COVID-19 precautions, and wildfire/ smoke permitting.
DATE
Sept. 26
Oct. 2-4
October

McKenzie Flyfishers

LOCATION
Gold Lake (see update above)
Kalama Cup (North Umpqua steelhead)
Town Run (TBD)

FISHMASTER
Board of Directors
Ted Taylor
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Skip takes a tumble,
but bouncing back
Skip Hosfield, 93-year-old founding
member of the McKenzie Flyfishers, is
recovering from emergency hip replacement
surgery. Skip took a tumble while celebrating
his wife Donna’s birthday a few weeks ago. A
bit stiff and sore, he's up and about, walking
with a cane, and optimistic about his recovery.
Skip recently achieved a personal goal
completing his 50th bamboo fly rod. Skip’s
attention to detail and superior craftsmanship is
unsurpassed. Many of his rods have been
donated or gifted to worthy individuals and
causes. For several years Skip has donated a fly
rod to the NW Fly Tyer & Fly Fishing Expo
raffle.
Skip has also unselfishly shared his skill
and knowledge assisting and guiding several
club members and friends building fly rods for
their personal use. (You know who you are.)
I recently had the privilege to assist Skip
building his 49th fly rod, a gift for a "deserving
individual," a beautiful two-piece 8-1/2 ft. 6
wt.
It’s going to be a while before Skip will be
able to negotiate the spiral staircase to his
shop. But I know Skip, and he’s probably
already figuring out how to get to his shop and
begin fly rod #51.

2020 board and
committees
President: Greg Williams
President elect: Carolyn Mason
Secretary: Bob Howell
Treasurer: Mark Campbell
At-large board: Dick Barnhart, Tom Fauria,
Peggy Roga, Dave Thomas, Phil Johnson
Auction: (chair open) Peggy Roga, Jim
Rhoten, Dick Barnhart

McKenzie Flyfishers

A regular at our Liars Lunch since its
inception, like many of us, Skip misses our
weekly gatherings. (Thanks, Ted, for the Friday
noon time Zoom time.)
Keep Skip in your thoughts —his
contributions and dedication to fly-fishing go
far beyond being a founder of the
McKenzie Flyfishers.
—Bill Laing

Website: Liz Yocom
Membership: Dick Barnhart (head), Steve
Hackett (host), Peggy Roga (host)
Newsletter: Ted Taylor
Outings: Clint Brumitt
Library: Carolyn Mason
Holiday party: Tom Fauria
Annual picnic: Jeff DeVore
Conservation: Arlen Thomason
Education: Tim Knerr, Clint Brumitt
FFI rep.: Terry Willis
Programs: Al Eckerdt (head), Mark
Campbell, Scott Halpert, Bill Laing, Mike
Starr, Mike Brinkley
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Hooking big ones
at Crane Prairie
The rowdy bunch scores
By Tom Fauria
The club’s Crane Prairie outing at Quinn
River Campground was Aug.
21-23, attended by Jim
Rhoten, Don Piper, Stevie
Brehm, Walt Petty, John
O’Connor, Phil Johnson and
Tom Fauria.
Jim, Phil and Tom
arrived Thursday evening.
John and Don arrived
midday Friday. Stevie and
Walt fished with us all day
Saturday.
On Friday, Jim, Phil,
Don, John and Tom fished
primarily in the channel 100
to 200 yards from the Quinn
River boat ramp. Cranebows
were in the channel; water
temperature Friday was 70
degrees. We were all
successful catching fish until
Don and John introduced us
to their green and brown
woolly buggers – then we
became more successful.
Although these flies were
basic woolly buggers — they
were effective. A couple of
the Cranebows exceeded 20
inches.
While in camp we
maintained social distancing
following recommended
guidelines. Those attending
camped and ate separately:
there were no shared meals,
which felt strange, but
important. However, we did
McKenzie Flyfishers
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distance our chairs around the campfire Friday
evening, as indicated in the attached picture.
There were several families in the adjoining
camp celebrating a birthday party with music
and drinking. Prior to their evening party they
told us if they became too loud and rowdy just
let them know and they would gladly quiet
down. Although we were not partying around
the campfire, we did tell favorite fishing and
snake encounter stories that led to
boisterous outbursts of
laughter. Although we were
well tucked away in our
sleeping bags long before the
nearby party goers, we realized
that we were actually quite
louder and noisier. We all
enjoyed the campfire
comradery, stories and belly
laughs.
Saturday morning, we were
back on the lake bright and
early joined by Stevie and Walt.
The water warmed to 74
degrees and fishing became
more challenging, except for
Phil who was successful
enough to be called a “fish
hog.” Again, most of us fished
30 to 50 yards apart from each
other in the channel near the
buoy. We enjoyed comparing
notes on what was and what
was not working. A couple of
fishermen passing us in their
boat commented that we were
“quite the chatty group.”
Needless to say, it was a very
enjoyable day.
This outing was very
different from previous outings
onto significant accounts: There
were no shared meals as we
maintained social distancing;
and everyone was successful
catching fish.
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Diamond
delights
With damsels & leeches
A club outing at Diamond Lake
on Aug. 15 was put together by Jim
Rhoten (in photo fighting a fat
rainbow). Jim went up early to camp
and check out the best fishing spots.
Those also in attendance were Ted
Taylor, Mark Rauch, Stevie Brehm
and Gail, Michael T Williams and
Peggy Ward (in drift boat photo).
Bob Bumstead couldn't make it
Saturday, but fished Wednesday.
We put in at the South Shore boat
launch and picnic area, and fished the
southwest corner of the lake where Silent
Creek enters. The best fishing and most
popular place was where the creek channel
deepens and fans out.
“I had the best luck fishing a size 12
light green damsel pattern on an
intermediate sinking line,” says Jim. “The
strip that worked the best for me was a fast
strip with a pause. We also had some luck
catching some nice tiger rainbows (a cross
between brook trout and brown trout) by
stripping larger streamers.”
Some fisherman were doing well with
chironomids or balanced leeches under
indicators. Everyone had fun and most
caught fish. No group meal was planned
because of Covid.
“Some of us paddled up
the meandering Silent
Creek,” says Ted, “and I
highly recommend it. It’s a
lush and beautiful place to
explore and it’s calm when
the lake gets choppy.”
Ted Taylor photos

McKenzie Flyfishers
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Life Member profile

“Many of our wives demanded that when
returning from our meetings, we remove our
smoke saturated clothes before entering the
house. Our Christmas parties were held in
Bob Bumstead came to Oregon from Southern member’s home and would often last until early
morning. When I had one at my home, my wife
California where his dad was in the motion
decided to use the ‘good’ silver. Many pieces
picture business. “Honestly, with my surfer-boy
turned up missing and after months of pleading
mentality I picked UO because of its ‘party
some of them arrived in the mail
school’ reputation and paid no
in a brown paper wrapper with no
attention the natural wonders
return address.”
of the area during my
Bumstead was club president
undergraduate career,” he
twice, newsletter editor from
says. “After graduation and
1969 to around 1977, and
nine months of working in
conservation chair or co-chair for
LA my wife wanted to return
about 20 years. He represented
to the northwest, so I rethe club as a partner on the
enrolled at the UO in the
McKenzie Watershed Council for
School of Education.”
27 years.
In his first real teaching
His environmental actions started
job, a fellow teacher, Wayne,
with the Wayne Morse Historical
needed a fly-fishing partner
Park Committee to save the ranch
“so he wouldn’t have to crawl
from becoming a subdivision, to
out of canyons by himself. He Bumstead back n his teaching
playing a major role along with
was an older man, almost
days, circa 1990
other fly-fishers in having the
40.” In 1966 Wayne helped
Legislature
declare the North
him buy a fly-fishing outfit at
Fork and Waldo as State Scenic Waterways, thus
Archie Weinstein’s surplus store and took him up
saving both from being dammed, and serving on
to Salt Creek. “I was instantly enthralled with
fishing that water and became a fanatic. Later that three Forest Service committees that established
better management on the North Fork and Waldo.
summer he introduced me to the North Fork,
He was spokesperson for the 1988 McKenzie
heaven.”
River
Sub-basin Management Plan that
He met Glen Love and started fishing with
established no kill for wild fish and no planting
him at Davis and the North Fork, and Love
above Blue River or below Hayden Bridge. He
invited Bumstead to join the club in 1969.
was on the EWEB citizen’s advisory committee
“Within two months I was writing the newsletter
for the relicensing of Leaburg and Waterville
in a sophomoric, smart-aleck manner, a task I
dams and helped mandate that EWEB leave 1,000
kept doing for the next six years.”
cfs in the McKenzie around the power canals, as
The club was wilder then, he says. “Camping
opposed to the 375 cfs that they wanted to leave.
next to one of our outings was not a good idea as
He served eight years on ODFW’s Restoration
our drunken revelries would last well into the
and Enhancement Board that allocated $2 million
night, especially at Davis where the frog racing
a biennium of fishing license dollars to
contests against the Everett club would devolve
environmental restoration projects as well as
into crimes against the amphibian population.”
angler access and, by law, hatchery repair. He
“Our meeting room in the basement of the
also served for 25 years on the Salmon Watch
Eugene Hotel would fill with cigar smoke until
Steering Committee and orchestrated the club’s
more sensitive members would have to crawl out
of the room under the smoke ceiling,” he says.

Bob Bumstead
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involvement in the
McKenzie River Cleanup for some 20 years.
He has three degrees
from the UO: a
bachelor’s degree in
English with a biology
minor, an MA in
education, and an MA in
imaginative writing. He
taught English and
coached track and
soccer at Kennedy,
Churchill and South for
33 years, retiring in 1994. At the UO he taught
bicycle touring, Writing 121 and undergraduate
Shakespeare. After retiring from teaching in
public schools, he taught for 16 years at Pacific
University’s College of Education, retiring in
2010.

Our club’s
Life Members
• Jim Boyd
• Bob Bumstead
• Jim Dougher

•
•
•
•
•
•
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“Bicycling has always
occupied much of my
time,” he says. “I
commuted to work for 40
years in all weather, raced
for 10 years, and bike
toured extensively in the
states and in Europe. I
always lived up a hill, so I
was a pretty good
climber.”
Bumstead and his first
wife (Margret) were
married for 16 years and
had three children together. “A year after we
divorced,” he says, “I met Carrie Matsushita, a
third generation Japanese American who grew
up in Portland. We have been married for 38
years and have two children and seven
grandchildren.”

Skip Hosfield
Bill Laing
Hal Legard
Glen Love
Frank Moore
Peter Patricelli

• Bob Rasmussen
• Mike Starr
• Dave Thomas

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Flyfishers. Our monthly meetings
are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional experts on
subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers — and our outings and classes are wonderful ways to hone
skills and lead local waters first-hand. Interested? Just curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541)
501-1774.

Have stories and photos for the newsletter? Or
letters to the editor? Email Ted Taylor at
juliated@comcast.net
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