A monthly newsletter serving the southern Willamette Valley

JANUARY 2021

Our Jan. 18 program

Bugs in their
aquatic habitat
Arlen Thomason will describe
odd and unknown local hatches
Molecular biologist and club member
Arlen Thomason will be our program
presenter Monday evening, Jan. 18, on
them. He was also the photographer for Jeff
Zoom. He will be introduced by Mike
Morgan's book The Oddballs, about
Brinkley. The topic will be "Unusual and
unorthodox trout prey; and a contributor to
Unknown Local Hatches," focused mainly
many other books and magazines.
on several local insect hatches that can be
Arlen has served on the McKenzie Fly
important, and are either unusual and
Fishers' Fisheries and Conservation
particularly interesting in some way, and/or
committees since 2009. He
are relatively
organized and helped coordinate,
unknown to many
along with ODFW and the MFF,
Our Monday program will
anglers.
a four-year volunteer Trout
include our annual meeting
Arlen is well
Population Study in 2010-2013 to
known in our club for
(see Page 5). Look for
determine if cessation of hatchery
his work on
rainbow trout planting, in a study
details in your email.
conservation issues,
section of the McKenzie River,
his participation in
would affect wild trout population
outings, and his
numbers. ODFW said at the time that it was
willingness to share his extensive scientific
the largest volunteer effort in ODFW history.
expertise.
He also helped lead the club’s effort in
He worked as a molecular biologist in
2013-15 to protect ESA-listed McKenzie
biomedical research for many years. He is
River wild Chinook salmon, via legal actions
author and photographer of BugWater: A fly
to reduce the number of hatchery salmon in
fisher’s look through the seasons at bugs in
the river.
their aquatic habitat and the fish that eat
McKenzie Flyfishers
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From our president

plenty of room on the calendar to cram everything
into my schedule.
A couple years ago I pulled one of my favorite
January books off the shelf, Trout-Fishing the
John Muir Trail by Steve Beck. Six months later I
found myself southbound out of Tuolumne
Meadows, headed for Mount Whitney on the John
Muir Trail. A year later Dick Barnhart, Jim
I can’t wait to put the
Rhoten and I spent several days in the High Sierra
turmoil of 2020 aside
fishing for golden trout. That trip was schemedup in January, too.
By Greg Williams
January is also the month we can apply in
I was at the mirror the other day gouging out
advance for river permits and wilderness permits.
tufts of hair with my beard trimmer, when I
Waiting for the various lotteries amplifies the
thought “Hey, that’s a pretty good haircut! A
growing anticipation of the new year. Last year I
COVID-19-chic sort of look.” Trudy offered to
struck out in the Salmon
trim it for me, but I put her
River lottery, but I scored
off. “No thanks, I’m good.”
a permit for the Smith
“You haven’t seen the
River in Montana. Will I
back.” She replied.
finally get that Middle
“I never look back.” I
Fork permit this year?
quipped, with a jaunty grin.
Although it doesn't require
I was feeling saucy. January
a permit, will the Owyhee
does that to me.
remain runnable through
The pandemic grows
early June? These are
worse by the day, thoughts
of the fire-ravaged river still Greg in Montana before sprouting his mullet January questions,
questions that distract the
weigh heavily upon us all,
mind from the worries of
and our country is in a
world, at least temporarily.
frightening state of conflict. The new year is
January is a time for our club to look ahead,
barely under way, but so far, 2021 looks like more
too. Yes, yes, the virus is still among us, but this
of the same.
is January, a brief window when all our outings
December is about looking back, and this
season in particular, most of us were looking back still seem sure to go, and our first in-person club
meeting is right around the corner. Outings and
with regret and loss. But now it's January, and I
meetings are just the beginning. There are others
can start to put that turmoil aside. January is
matters for us to look forward to. Last year, with
about starting new adventures. It's about
careful consideration, the members voted to form
anticipation and optimism.
an alliance with the Eugene-Springfield group of
On a fine January afternoon, it wouldn't be
Project Healing Waters, a national organization
unusual to find me out on the patio with mug of
coffee, reading guidebooks, trip reports and maps. that uses fly fishing to help disabled veterans and
disabled active duty service personnel. Like
Rafting, backpacking, fishing road trips… all of
everything else in our lives, the Project Healing
these are inspiring possibilities. In January, I can
Waters initiative was also stopped in its tracks by
still do anything I put my mind to, and there's

A year of
bad haircuts
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the pandemic. We can look forward to getting
Finally, I look forward to passing the
that project underway this year, too.
president's job along to Carolyn Mason. I'm sure
We can also look forward to the potential
she will be an excellent president. I have enjoyed
benefits from our newfound expertise with
the position, for the most part, but even more–
Zoom, even after the pandemic is behind us. The
after two big auctions and a year as club
November meeting was
president – I am so ready to be just
I look forward to passing the
an example. Skip
one of the crew again. It has been a
Morris, renowned flychallenging year, but I had lots of
president's job along to
tyer and author, gave an
help from an excellent Board of
Carolyn Mason. I'm sure she
outstanding
Directors, and I have enjoyed and
will be an excellent president.
presentation, in two
appreciated strong support from
parts. One was a video
the club at large. It has indeed been
tying demonstration and the other was on fishing
my privilege to lead the club this year. I am
emergers. Skip resides in Washington state, so
grateful for, and honored by, the opportunity to
bringing him to Eugene/Springfield to speak in
be of service.
person would have been prohibitively expensive.
It looks like widespread distribution of the
Using Zoom expands significantly our
COVID-19 vaccines won’t be accomplished for
opportunities to find speakers, and we are already several months. I expect we will continue to meet
putting Zoom into our regular meeting rotation.
using Zoom for the first half of the year, at least,
For example, the Programs Committee has
and the viability of outings will be evaluated
signed up Lance Egan to do a Zoom presentation month-to-month, depending on regional infection
at the May meeting. Egan is something of a
rates. Perhaps we will be able to reconvene this
celebrity fly-fisher, with an impressive list of
summer at what will surely be the best July
awards and accomplishments. He is a strong
picnic anyone can remember.
advocate of Euro-nymphing. Egan lives in Utah,
And I will be there – with my bad haircut.
so again, this is a speaker who would have been
Yes, I think I’ll keep my bad haircut for a while.
out of our price range before Zoom. Both Morris
It is a wearable testament to social responsibility,
and Egan charge $300 for their Zoom
the fact that I am demonstrably willing to forgo
presentations, and that amount is within our
my personal standards of appearance for the
budget. It is likely that we will have at least one
greater good of my community. I wear my bad
out-of-area Zoom speaker every year, even after
haircut proudly. Of course, Trudy is terrified that
Covid-19 is no longer a threat.
we will emerge completely from the pandemic,
Another way we will use Zoom after the
but I will keep this ratty-looking mullet. The
Covid-19 era is for our yearly fly-tying classes,
prospect delights me!
organized by Clint Brumitt.

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Flyfishers. Our
monthly meetings are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best
of regional experts on subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers — and our outings and
classes are wonderful ways to hone skills and lead local waters first-hand. Interested? Just
curious? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541) 501-1774.
McKenzie Flyfishers
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Fun & informative
programs coming
in this new year
By Al Eckerdt
Your Programs Team has been working hard
to bring in some superstars for this year. And yes,
we need something to look forward to. We
started with Skip Morris last November and are
continuing with the best of the best, all for you –
the membership. Check out the list of superstars
outlined below!
The Programs Team:
First, Mike Starr and Bill Laing, after over
16 years on the Programs Committee, are
continuing but in an emeritus status, i.e.
attending Program Team meetings, offering
excellent advice but not actively seeking or
introducing speakers. Thank you both for all
your years of service and your willingness to
continue! (Note that Bill has one last presenter to
introduce at our March meeting).
After a lot of years on the Programs Team
and the last several as chair of the committee,
Scott Halpert has decided to step down. Scott
provided excellent leadership and supported a lot
of great speakers. Thank you, Scott for all of
your hard work and contributions while you
served. Much appreciated from all!
We have two new members on the Programs
Team. Jim Mitchell and Jim Rhoten have
stepped forward to be part of the committee. Jim
M. has jumped right in and will be the lead and
introducing our speaker in February. We look
forward to many contributions from both and
thanks from everyone for volunteering!

Programs for 2021:
Quoting an ancient Hindi proverb (or was it
John Milton?), “Every cloud has a silver lining.”
McKenzie Flyfishers
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Our cloud is of course COVID 19, and our silver
lining is our ability to bring to the club top rated
fly-fishing superstars because of Zoom. Our first
was Skip Morris in November and we have more
later this year. Essentially a top-tier speaker can
present from their home to us via Zoom so no
travel or little set up and at a very affordable
price. A win-win situation. So expect to see some
really big names this year, as listed below.
Here is a listing of programs we currently
have scheduled for this year:
January: Arlen Thomason presented by
Mike Brinkley
One of our own members and author of his
fantastic book titled Bugwater, Arlen promises an
eye-opening presentation for us at our next
meeting. See the article on the front page of this
newsletter.
February: Gary Lewis presented by Jim
Mitchell
Gary Lewis from Bend is a noted outdoors
TV show host, an avid flyfisher and hunter,
author, and presenter at events countrywide. His
presentation for MFF is titled “The Wyoming
Cutthroat Slam” which we expect to be a worldclass presentation. This should be fun,
informative and one to look forward to seeing.
March: Brian O'Keefe presented by Bill
Laing
Brian O’Keefe is a personal friend of Bill
Laing so a huge thanks to Bill for arranging this
speaker. Brian is a renowned fly-fishing
photographer but also of course a fly fisher,
speaker and overall superhero in the fly-fishing
world. Here is an excerpt from Brian’s website
about what he has to offer: “Here is a short list of
destinations: Fly fishing in Oregon, Washington,
Montana, Idaho, Alaska, Mexico (Yucatan and
Baja), Cuba, Bahamas, Belize, Chile, Argentina,
Christmas Island, Bikini Atoll, Tonga, New
Zealand, Sierra Leone, St. Brandon's Atoll.”
Don’t miss this one!
April – Open – Mike Brinkley is looking for
an expert to discuss the impact of the McKenzie
4
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Valley fire on the river, fishing, etc. More to
follow.
May: Lance Egan presented by Al Eckerdt
Lance Egan is a giant in the fly fishing
community, especially as an expert in Euro or
more recently described as ‘modern’ nymphing.
Lance is a professional fly fisher, fly tier, guide,
instructor and is part of the Team USA
Competitive Angling Team. Lance has several fly
patterns that he has developed specifically for
competition, which he will be discussing. His
main topic for Mckenzie Fly Fishers is Euro
Nymphing. Lance and his partner Devin Olsen
have produced several fantastic DVDs on this
topic.
June: Ed Engle presented by Al Eckerdt

New board, oﬃcers
up for election at
our annual meeting
As we ring in the New Year so must
we elect our 2021 Board of Directors,
with vo=ng to be done via Zoom at our
Jan. 18 mee=ng. We will also have
commiDee reports and annual awards.
Thank you to the following
members who've agreed to serve our
membership and ﬁll these important
roles within our pres=gious 57-year-old
club.

Oﬃcers: President Carolyn Mason,
President Elect Tom Fauria,
Treasurer Mark Campbell, Secretary
Bob Howell
Board members at Large:
Dave Thomas, Phil Johnson, Jim
Mitchell, Dick Barnhart
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Ed Engle is a world-renowned author,
presenter, fly designer and of course, fly fisher. Ed
is the author of Fishing Small Flies and Tying
Small Flies which are the most popular books in
our library. In addition, Ed has written several
other fly-fishing books ranging from Trout
Lessons to Splitting Cane (or how to make a
bamboo rod). Ed has provided us a list of
presentations from which your Programs Team
will select the best for you.
So far for 2021 we have nationally known
speakers on etymology, photography, Euro
nymphing and overall a lot of information from
the world’s best about fly fishing. Don’t miss any
of these great presentations!

Our commiDee heads are as follows
(not up for elec=on):
Auc4on: Vacant
Conserva4on: Arlen Thomason
Educa4on: Vacant
(Fly Tying: Clint BrummiG)
FFI Rep: Terry Willis
Holiday Party: Tom Fauria
House Raﬄe: Tom Fauria
Library: Carolyn Mason
Membership: Dick Barnhart
NewsleGer: Ted Taylor
Ou4ngs: Clint BrumiG
PHW: Phil Barnhart
Picnic: Jeﬀ & Joanie DeVore
Programs: Al Eckardt
Technology: Greg Williams
(Website, Facebook, Research &
Development, "The Vault," YouTube
Channel, Auctria, Zoom)
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New book project
seeks flies, stories
Noted Oregon fisheries scientist and author
Jay W. Nicholas is seeking help with a new book
of fly patterns. He is from Pacific City and is
familiar to our club from his presentation to us
last year on fly fishing for salmon on coastal
rivers and estuaries.
“Have you noticed that most of today’s books
and magazines glorify the top 1 percent of the
world’s fly-fishing artists and travel destinations?”
he asks. “These books are beautiful, but I’m
frustrated with the emphasis on perfection, plus
the push to sell new patterns, materials and tools.”
He wants to showcase the more humble flies
tied and fished by amateur anglers. He is inspired
by Flies of the Northwest, a little booklet
produced by the Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club
some decades ago. “This book is an example of
how a humble product can be essential in
recording the flies that people fish in a time and
region,” he says. “Sadly, the photos are very
small, and there are only scant notes regarding
each fly.”
Nicholas says he wants to produce a similar
book, but with larger photos and “more notes and

2020 board and
committees

President: Greg Williams
President elect: Carolyn Mason
Secretary: Bob Howell
Treasurer: Mark Campbell
At-large board: Dick Barnhart, Tom Fauria,
Peggy Roga, Dave Thomas, Phil Johnson
Auction: (chair open) Peggy Roga, Jim
Rhoten, Dick Barnhart
Website: Liz Yocom
Membership: Dick Barnhart (head), Steve
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stories about the flies and the way and places you
fished in your youth, clear up to today.”
“What about the flies stuffed away in our fly
vests?” he asks. “What about those skeins of
chenille and yarn laying at the back of our flytying bench? Are they any good? Will they entice
a ‘modern’ trout to bite? I think the answer is yes,
they will. And these flies and materials deserve to
be remembered.”
He is asking tyers to mail him one to six flies
with their recipes and a short narrative about the
flies and how and where they were fished, your
personal memories.
“Most of us are anglers of modest fly-tying
skills,” he says. “We live in cities, fish close to
home, and settle for whatever we can catch in our
sometimes crowded home waters. We fish the
Willamette, the McKenzie, Clear Lake, the
Metolius, the Deschutes, and a few others. This
book is my push-back on the trend to showcase
only perfection, because I think the fancy books
have missed most of the best flies out there – the
fishing flies tied by ordinary people who love this
sport.”
He would also like a short bio about the tyer.
He will do the photography for the book.
For more information and an address where to
send the flies, Nicholas can be contacted by email
at jaynicholas@comcast.net

Hackett (host), Peggy Roga (host)
Newsletter: Ted Taylor
Outings: Clint Brumitt
Library: Carolyn Mason
Holiday party: Tom Fauria
Annual picnic: Jeff DeVore
Conservation: Arlen Thomason
Education: Tim Knerr, Clint Brumitt
FFI rep.: Terry Willis
Programs: Al Eckerdt (head), Scott Halpert,
Bill Laing, Mike Starr, Mike Brinkley, Michael
T. Williams

6

A monthly newsletter serving the southern Willamette Valley

JANUARY 2021

Iced at Little Lava:
a cautionary tale

in the canoe. As a canoe rookie, I soon
discovered the inherent awkwardness of fishing
from a canoe. Seated in the stern forces the bow
out of water which becomes a sail in the wind.
Spinning commenced immediately. I could cast
By Tom Fauria
the fly line but retaining line control required
Several years ago, we purchased a used 17laying the rod down to resume paddling. In spite
foot aluminum canoe from the Sunriver
of the canoe’s lack of balance, the experience
boathouse. Although we had good intentions to
was quite enjoyable: paddling around an
use the canoe, it sat
uncrowded pristine
upside down, unmoved
alpine lake with
in the backyard for
majestic vistas while
several years.
trolling a fly — a
While performing
pleasant spring
annual spring chores, I
afternoon indeed!
finished ahead of
Unexpectedly, my fly
schedule leaving the
rod began jumping on
afternoon free. Because
the canoe floor. Fish
the snow gate was
on! Wow, even better!
Little Lava Lake in the chilly fall before the snow
closed on the Cascade
In the excitement while
Lakes Highway just
reaching for my rod, I
past Lava Lake, I decided to fish Little Lava
behaved like I was in a drift boat — I let go of
Lake, which I had not fished for several years. I
the paddle. While holding the fly rod I reached
was unfamiliar with the nuances of the lake,
to retrieve the paddle. Simple, uneventful move
which presented a new experience with the
in a drift boat, but a BIG mistake in a canoe,
potential for discovery.
which flipped, filling with water with the two
I loaded the canoe on top of my van,
PFDs floating nearby. I was now swimming in
securing the ends which extended well beyond
the ice cold Little Lave Lake.
the fenders. After a long winter without casting
While holding the fly rod, I place a PFD
a fly rod, the view upon arrival at Little Lava’s
under each arm, then began calling for help.
boat ramp was thrilling. Mount Bachelor
Luckily, the pontoon boat was within earshot.
encrusted with snow under bright blue sky. The
He must have heard the shock in my voice
pine forest glimmering vibrant green. The lake
because I saw his oars stroking toward me.
shore surrounded with yet-to-melt snow
Relieved not to have to swim to shore, I knew I
awaiting warmer sunshine to trickle into Little
would be rescued and the fish was still tugging
Lava. The air, fresh and crisp with a slight
my line. So, naturally I began playing the fish.
breeze, conveyed the memory of winter. The
As the pontoon skipper approached, he yelled:
chill created a favorable outcome: few boats on
“You know you should break that fish off cuz
the lake. I could see one fly fisher in a pontoon
there are other things you need to do!” He had a
boat and another person trolling from a
point; fishing should take lower priority. Sound
motorboat.
advice!
I launched the canoe for the first time loaded
The guy in the motorboat also heard my
with two PFDs, a paddle and fly rod. Wearing
calls for help. Upon his arrival, the pontoon
my fishing vest, I placed the PFDs near my seat
paddled off deferring rescue to the larger craft. I
McKenzie Flyfishers
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handed over my fly rod and life preservers. I had
now been in the water 5 to 10 minutes. The cell
phone in my pocket was certainly dead. My
initial attempts to climb into the motorboat
failed. My legs and arms no longer functioned
properly in the icy water. I did finally muster the
strength to lumber into the boat using the
outboard motor as a ladder. Glad to be out of the
water, I sat shivering while my rescuer lashed
the sunken canoe to his boat to make way to
shore.
Upon arrival at the boat ramp, I repeatedly
thanked my unnamed rescuer. While retrieving
my gear on shore, I was further surprised to find
that the fish I released had gone along for the
ride and was swimming inside the water filled
canoe. I gladly released it a second time, hoping
to never see this fish again! I suspect the fish felt
the same about me.

Our club’s
Life Members
•
•
•
•
•

Jim Boyd
Bob Bumstead
Jim Dougher
Skip Hosfield
Bill Laing
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My rescuers departed leaving me to load the
canoe and venture home with a bruised ego but
happy to begin warming up.
Lessons Learned: #1. It’s preferable to be the
rescuer rather than the one being rescued. In my
professional career, I rescued others. Being
rescued was unfamiliar and uncomfortable. I did
not enjoy it. I now have a much deeper empathy
for individuals in unanticipated situations that
involve rescue – often situations that occur
without intent, planning or warning. #2. You’re
fine, until you’re not.
Postscript: Later that summer, I placed an
add on craigslist for a 17-foot aluminum canoe.
As it left my driveway, with cash in hand, I
promised myself with complete resolve never
again to fish from a canoe!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hal Legard
Glen Love
Frank Moore
Peter Patricelli
Bob Rasmussen
Mike Starr
Dave Thomas

Thanks to John O’Connor
for this insightful image …
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