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Our April 19 program

Deer Creek, Staley Creek (Middle Fork), and
Coal Creek (Middle Fork). Together they’ve
helped pioneer a modern process-based
approached to restoration that focuses on restoring
the full extent of the valley floor rather than just
the current active channel.
Additionally, they are members of the of the
Fish biologists review the fire
USFS’s Restoration Assistance Team (RAT) for
damage on our home waters
the Pacific Northwest Region, where they
evaluate, design, and assist with implementation
Our April program will be a slide show and
of large-scale river projects
discussion of restoration
across the region.
efforts in the area of the
Matt says he “would
Holiday Farm fire last
personally prefer it to be a bit
September. The presenters
more of a discussion rather than
will be Matt Helstab and
a presentation.” He is planning
possibly also Kate Meyer.
on putting some slides together
Matt Helstab has been
that “give an overview of our
the District Fish Biologist
restoration program and cover
for the McKenzie River
the impacts from the Holiday
Ranger District for the
Farm fire on aquatic resources.”
past two years. He
Our Monday meeting will begin at
He adds, “I’d like to field
previously served as a fish
6:30 pm and our program will start
questions, and I’ll also have
biologist for the Middle
around 7:15. Look for a Zoom
some questions to ask the group
Fork Ranger District since
invitation in your email.
since I’m looking to learn from
2013. Kate is a fish
you as well.”
biologist on the McKenzie
The
South Fork project has been
District for 14-plus years.
In the past five years both Kate and Matt have followed closely by our club, and we participated
in fish salvage operations when the channeled
designed and implemented multiple large-scale
lower section of South Fork was diverted and
river restoration projects on the Willamette
filled in with dirt, rocks and logs to restore a more
National Forest including the South Fork
McKenzie (see photo above taken after the fire), meandering and fish-friendly habitat.

Restoration on
the McKenzie
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From our president

level now (which could change). This means
indoor dining and entertainment capacity not
to exceed 50 percent, 12 a.m. closing time,
outdoor recreation and fitness increased max
to 300 people, outdoor entertainment
increased max to 300 people. What does this
mean for the McKenzie Flyfishers? Maybe it
signals a return to in-person meetings at
More anglers and a possible
Willie’s, an outdoor picnic in July and a
return to meeting in-person
return to a semblance of normality. Of
course, abiding by the recommendations to
By Carolyn Mason
continue wearing masks, washing hands and
April is here and so is the nice weather.
social distancing are being
It’s also the time when more
encouraged. At our recent
waters open up to the fishing
Board of Directors meeting, we
community and the masses begin
decided to consider August for
migrating to the outdoors. I
reuniting in person, as long as
personally have enjoyed the
allowable and Willie’s is
winter fishing this year — good
agreeable. I’ll keep you posted
water levels, thick fish and little
as spring and summer progress.
pressure.
To close, I want to mention
As much as I look forward to
that at a recent Liars Lunch we
springtime, I also dread it
had a good laugh or two about
because of the level of human
boating at the beginning of the
foot traffic I’ll encounter
fishing season. Stories were
outdoors. April 22 will mark the opening day
swapped about forgetting to place the plug in
for the “other” fishermen to get serious out
the boat, swimming after the boat as it shoots
there and move into my favorite wading
away from the ramp after launching and
places. Because of this, I want to expand my
those times when
horizons and get off
someone lost or broke
the beaten path and
an oar on a run and
At our recent Board meeting, we
into the high lakes
didn’t have a spare. I
decided to consider August for
and streams where
think it’s a good time to
the fish are a plenty
reuniting in person, if allowable
remind all of our
(and so are the
boaters of the
and Willie’s is agreeable.
mosquitos)!
McKenzie Flyfishers
By the way, Gold
Boatman of the Year
Lake is set to open
Award. I’m looking forward to the
May 22 if we can get the gate open, or the
nominations and presenting this award to the
hardy types among you can trek in with me
“lucky” recipient while humorously
from Waldo Lake Road. I’ve gathered some
recounting the story along with it. While
storied locations over the past few months
you’re all out there vying for the acclaim and
and hope you’ll join me in the quest for
prestige, keep safety in mind so that we can
“new waters” this year.
all have a laugh at your expense.
I can’t write this article and not mention
Tight lines, friends.
our current COVID-19 status. As you all
know, Lane County is in the “Low Risk”

Changes afoot
with springtime
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Fish (and birds)
go after those
March Browns

Greg Williams did the float by himself
Friday, April 2. “Fishing was slower and
there were jet boats plugged in at the two
places Al Eckerdt and I caught most of our
fish the first two times we did that float. No
caddis to be seen and not many March
Browns in the air.”
Greg says he still managed to catch
Dave Bailey and Walt
about seven
Petty took to the water
cutthroats “and one
Saturday, April 10, a
huge resides,
cold and overcast day,
pushing 20 inches
and floated from
with a bright red
Armitage Park on the
band an inch wide
McKenzie to Marshall
from gill plates to
Island on the Willamette.
tail.” He caught it
“All in all, a good day!”
on a 4-weight rod
says Dave. “We both
with a Parachute
caught some fair-sized
Adams, and says it
14-inch-plus redsides.”
was “one of my best
Cutthroats were
rainbows ever,
also caught.
outside of Alaska
Weekends are
… it was an
usually busy on the
excellent day —
water, but there
eagles, flickers,
were few other
osprey, kingfishers,
boats out that day,
buzzards and more.
probably due to the
I really like that
cold weather.
float.”
“Thanks to Bill
In advance of the
Laing for getting
organized outings,
us off the couch,”
Phil Johnson, Tom
says Dave.
Fauria and Ted
Phil and Tom enjoy a sunny day on the McKenzie
As appears
Taylor did the float
typical during this
from Hayden Bridge
hatch, “Everything lit up between 2 and 3
to Armitage on Tuesday, March16, in Phil’s
pm working the seams, riffles and foamy
boat. The trout were cooperative, grabbing
moving waters,” says Dave. The two fished
soft hackles and blue-winged olives. Tom
soft hackles, cripples and brown Parachute
phoned Bonnie Williams from the boat and
Adams and observed many spent mayflies
the crew waved and shouted
floating.
incomprehensible fishing reports to Jim
“Soft hackles were working so well,
and Bonnie as they passed their home on
even the swallows wanted a piece of the
the McKenzie.
action,” says Dave (see top photo). “This
The hatch continues with some of the
little guy got wrapped up in the line —
best fishing of the season. — TJT
released unharmed!”
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Deschutes is a go!
The club outing to the Deschutes River is
still on for Wednesday-Friday, May 5-7 at
Mecca Flat Campground.
“We're going early and midweek because
during late-May weekends, the banks of the
Deschutes are thronged with anglers,” says
fishmaster Greg Williams. “The goal is to catch
the window when the stonefly nymphs are
active, just before the start of the hatch.”
On at least one of the days, he says, we will
organize a group shuttle for those who would

APRIL 2021

like to do the easy seven-mile float from Warm
Springs to Trout Creek.
Mecca Flat is a sparse campground. There is
another option for camping, if you prefer
something more developed. The fly shop at
Warm Springs has a camping area that
accommodates both tents and RVs, with full
hookups. It's also a lot more expensive than
Mecca Flat, and it's not on the river.
For more information, email
gregoryw@comcast.net. More details can be
found in our March newsletter.

2021 Outings Schedule
Date:
Location:
Fishmaster:
April ongoing
McKenzie River March Brown
Bill Laing
May 5-7
Deschutes River (Mecca CG)
Greg Williams
June
Possible Euro nymphing (see notes below) Jim Rhoten
July 6-8
John Day River (Cottonwood CG)
Clint Brumitt
July 16-18
East Lake (Cinder Hill CG)
Fauria/Johnson
August 7
Crane Prairie (Rock Creek CG)
John O’Connor
Aug. 21
Diamond Lake (lunch served in your boat) Jim Rhoten
Sept. 18
Gold Lake (“Death to Char” contest)
Board
Sept.-Oct. (TBD)
Town Run steelhead
Gary McKenney
October (TBD)
Kalama Cup North Umpqua
Ted Taylor
This steelhead outing with the Evergreen FF Club is awaiting confirmation
All club outings are with COVID-19 protocols until further notice. We may also have
special events just for Euro nymphing with demonstrations followed by fishing.
Another idea is half-day outings joining older members with new members to show
local waters or demonstrate effective fishing techniques. Contact Clint Brumitt for
information on all our outings.

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Flyfishers. Our monthly meetings
are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional experts on
subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers — and our outings and classes are wonderful ways to
hone skills and learn local waters first-hand. Interested? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541) 501-1774.
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Sponsor program
taking shape

help you learn those "secret spots" and special
flies.
This is the hard part: We need to make a
conscious effort to forego our own social
comfort slightly and step into the role of sponsor
to a new member. It will take a little extra
By Bob Howell
thoughtfulness, a little extra effort, maybe
How many of you remember how awkward
extending our normal pattern of fishing with just
and embarrassed you felt on the first day of class one or two buddies, and actually watching
in a new school? That's too long ago for me to
someone else fish for a few minutes while we
remember, but it must have been very
assess their skills and figure out how to help
uncomfortable. But
them up their game. It
how relieved and
will also mean calling
thankful you felt when
them occasionally,
a classmate
inviting them to a
recognized your
meeting, outing or
situation, and invited
socially distanced day
you over to their
of fishing, getting
lunch table and
their help on a
walked home with
committee, and/or
you after school?
most importantly,
They became a best
introducing them to
friend with this act of
your other friends in
empathy, but also a
the club.
mentor — giving you
Just a few of us can
the inside scoop on Mrs. Battleax, the math
greatly increase the welcoming spirit of the club,
teacher, and Joey Bullypants, the class terrorist.
and have more members want to participate,
They taught you the shortcuts to school, how to
support, and contribute to the club's values and
forge your mom's signature, discreetly putting a
goals. We have already had
cherry bomb in the
several members step up. It
boys' room toilet, and
We need to make a conscious
wouldn't be a constant
many other very
responsibility, but just
eﬀort to forego our own social
helpful survival hints.
occasional, when
comfort slightly and step into the
The McKenzie
unsponsored members join.
Flyfishers have
role of sponsor to a new member.
If we could get a cadre of
occasionally been
willing people (the more the
labeled as "elitist" or
better), we will try to link those with similar
"cliquish" and we all know that's not entirely a
interests and backgrounds as much as possible.
false impression. We do tend to fish and
Who knows, you may make a friend for life, and
socialize with those we have bonded with as
even learn about fishing with dynamite too!
friends, whether it's generated by age similarity,
Please contact me or our Membership Chair
military service, profession, or whatever.
Dick Barnhardt if you would like to sign up for
However, this behavior can be off-putting and
the program. We have several new current
isolating to someone new to the club. They
members who would love to get in on the action
wonder how to break through these tough skins
too.
and get to the inside, where everyone knows
your name, is interested in your story and will
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Experts show us how
to ‘fluﬀ the maribou’
Clint Brumitt’s weekly fly-tying classes on
Zoom ran from Jan. 26 through mid-March and
attracted more than a dozen club members.
Previous years’
classes were held in
person with Clint and
other instructors
providing materials.
This COVID year
needed to be different.
“After watching
Skip Morris and his
wife, Carol, during
our November
meeting, we sought
out some of the
expertise that they
demonstrated as Skip
Tying the soft hackle fly
tied a couple of flies,”
Clint wrote to the club
in December. “We are in the process right now of
seeing if we can make that technology work for
our own classes. We are hopeful but a bit of trial
and error await us.”
It turns out there were some technical glitches
with the club’s video camera at first, but they got
worked out, attendance was steady, and those
who participated appeared to really appreciate
the classes. Clint taught most classes but also had
guest instructors Tim Knerr and Tom Fauria, and
plenty of comments from participants in the
class.
Marvin Fickle wrote that he enjoyed the
earlier in-person classes, but “the Zoom version
had a different set of positive values, not least of
which is that I could focus entirely on how the
process of tying the fly was accomplished. I will
normally tie at least two versions of each fly,
often more, prior to the class, so that I can focus
on the details of the ‘grip on the feather
rachis’ (for real) or how to fluff out the turkey
marabou. I couldn’t do that in the in-person class,
as I was attending to tying the fly.”
McKenzie Flyfishers
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“With your help in these classes, I have
recognized that the flotational aspects of the
various feathers, foams, and air pocket
development is essential in trying to understand
why fish are successfully attracted,” Marvin
wrote.
“Thank you again for your unstinting
contributions to
the group. I can
only imagine
what a wonderful
middle school
teacher you must
have been.”
Al Eckerdt
acknowledged
“Clint's great job
of teaching a
diverse group,
ranging from
'newbies', like me,
to experts, like
many in the class.
I didn't know very
much about flies and feathers, especially feathers,
until taking Clint's class and continue to be
amazed by their collective complexity. Great job,
Clint, and thanks from all of us.”
Bob Howell weighed in on the class, saying,
“Wow, and I was just proud of the San Juan
worm that I tied. However, after watching and
listening to Tom, Clint, Tim, Steven Savill, and
others during the classes, I also found myself
being amazed at the subtle nuances of fly tying,
both techniques and materials, that I had never
understood or experienced.”
“My thanks to the MFF community for
allowing all of us to geek out on plumes,” wrote
Stevie Brehm.
“This class has been very good for my brain
and my dexterity,” wrote Ted Taylor, “and I have
caught several fish already with ties I have tied,
which is very satisfying and encouraging. Clint
has been very creative in showing us how a little
imagination can save us a trip to our local feather
and fur mongers. Looking forward to next
winter!” — TJT
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BOOK REVIEW
The Unreasonable Virtue
of Fly Fishing
By Mark Kurlansky
Bloomsbury Publishing, NY 2021
ISBN: HB: 978-1-63557-307-7

By Jim Douger
On a recent trip to Costco I picked
up a book on fly fishing. It is not a
page-turner and it is not "Me and Joe
went fishing." Rather it is a history of
the sport from the 11th to 7th century
B.C.E., through ancient Greece,
medieval Europe, early America, and
up to the present.
According to The New York
Times, Kurlansky has written
numerous books on many different
subjects ranging from Hank
Greenburg to international cuisine.
Kurlansky is also a fisherman, and
finally he got around to writing a book about
his favorite method of fishing — fly fishing.

2021 board and
committees

President: Carolyn Mason
President elect: Tom Fauria
Secretary: Bob Howell
Treasurer: Mark Campbell
At-large board: Dick Barnhart, Jim Mitchell,
Dave Thomas, Phil Johnson
Annual picnic: Jeff & Joanie DeVore
Auction: (chair open) Jim Rhoten, Dick
Barnhart
Conservation: Arlen Thomason
Education: Tim Knerr, Clint Brumitt
FFI rep.: Terry Willis
Holiday party: Tom Fauria
House raf?le: Tom Fauria
McKenzie Flyfishers
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It could well pass as a history book
dealing with only one subject. Kurlansky
follows the evolution of fishing throughout
history. He devotes a chapter to each aspect
of fishing from philosophy, to literature, to
rods, to lures including flies, and finally to
why we fish. He unravels history and myth
and debunks many long-held opinions on
many matters relating to
the sport.
There are many quotes
and references to wellknown past and current
practitioners of the sport.
And he claims to have
fished with many of them.
The volume contains an
eight-page bibliography
and an extensive Index.
Like I said, it is like a
history book, but unlike
many, it is an enjoyable
read.

Library: Carolyn Mason
Membership: Dick Barnhart (head),
Steve Hackett (host)
Newsletter: Ted Taylor
Outings: Clint Brumitt
Project Healing Waters: Phil Barnhart
Library: Carolyn Mason
Programs: Al Eckerdt (head), Mike Brinkley,
Jim Mitchell, Jim Rhoten, Bill Laing
(emeritus), Mike Starr, (emeritus)
Technology: Greg Williams, Liz Yocom,
Jeremy Sanders
(website, Facebook, Research &
Development, "The Vault," YouTube Channel,
Auctria, Zoom)
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Munsel Lake report
It was a mostly wet and chilly day of
fishing at Munsel Lake March 20, but club
turnout was quite good and quite a few fish
were caught, including some 16-inch planter
rainbows.
Ted Taylor won the “Big Dog” special
lunch box for showing a photo of the
biggest fish of the day, which escaped from
his improvised stringer. When questioned
about whether that photo was actually from
that day, he replied, “Smell my fingers.”
Lunch boxes were prepared by
fishmaster Jeff DeVore and we were
fortunate that lunchtime coincided with a
break in the weather. There were also
occasional breaks in the booming from the
nearby gun club range.
Congrats to all who showed up,
including new members (and the wildlife),
for this memorable second club outing of
the year.

McKenzie Discovery
Center update
By Bill Laing
The McKenzie River Discovery Center is
on track to begin tours in the near future. The
center recently received funding for the
restoration of the old brood pond and
authorization from the Historical Society to
proceed. Work should begin this summer.
ODFW will be doing the project and district
fish biologists Jeff Ziller and Jeremy Romer are
very excited to get started.

McKenzie Flyfishers

Club members and
guests kept their
distance during lunch
and socializing at
Munsel March 20. Jim
Rhoten (left) emerged
from the water with
enough gear for three
people.

We are planning a McKenzie Flyfishers tour
of the facility in the near future. You are all
invited to attend.
This is a unique one-time opportunity for
the club to be involved in planning and creating
an educational fishing experience. Not just
another put-em-in, catch-em-out, bang-em-onthe head, gut-em, put–em in a plastic bag, and
who-knows-where-they-end-up experience.
With today’s wild fishery currently all catch
and release this is a mixed educational message
to our youth on the sport of fishing. We can do
better. This is our opportunity to be involved.
Apologies to those who chase the hatchery
truck for your thrills.
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