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Our May 17 program

more about the fish they intend to catch, along
with the benefits of various types of tackle and
rigging.
All the while, Lance has been a student of the
sport and continues to learn about the intricacies
of fishing. Currently, Lance works for Fly Fish
Food, an online and storefront fly-fishing retailer
Lance Egan to provide an
in Orem, Utah, as the shop manager. In addition,
overview of modern nymphing
he is a part-time flyfishing guide and
Our speaker on Zoom
instructor, a Signature
for this month is someone
Fly Designer for
very special in the flyUmpqua Feather
fishing community. He is
Merchants, and, along
a pioneer in developing a
with Devin Olsen and
new approach to nymph
Gilbert Rowley, created
fishing and has competed
instructional videos
and won international
available as digital
events many times. Lance
downloads from
Egan will be presenting
Vimeo.com or as DVDs
the basics and more
(Modern Nymphing,
advanced Euro-nymphing
Modern Nymphing
techniques. If you are
Elevated, and Adaptive
currently a Euro-nymph
Fly Fishing), some
fly-fisher or just curious
available in our club
about why it works so
library.
well, this presentation is a
Lance lives in Lehi,
Our Monday meeting will begin at 6:30 pm
must see!
Utah,
with his wife,
and our program will start around 7:15.
Lance has had a
Autumn, and their two
Look for a Zoom invitation in your email.
passion for fly-fishing for
children. He is a threenearly 30 years and has
time National Flymade a career of it. He
Fishing Champion, twoworked for an all-tackle store, two independent
time ESPN Great Outdoor Games Fly-Fishing
fly shops, and 12 years with Cabelas, and has
Champion, Fly-Fishing Masters Champion, Teva
worked with thousands of anglers in learning
Mountain Games Fly-Fishing Champion, three-

Leading expert on

Euro-nymphing
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time Utah Single Fly Champion and a current
member of Fly-Fishing Team USA.
He has represented America 13 times at the
World Fly-Fishing Championships and is a threetime World Fly-Fishing Championships medalist.
Lance is a pro staff member of Scientific
Anglers, Hyde Drift Boats, Flycraft USA, Fly Rod

Chronicles TV, and often works with various flyfishing companies to help design rods, lines,
waders, boots etc. He is on Facebook (Lance
Egan), and Instagram @lanceeganflyfishing.
Lance has been competitive all of his life, and
fishing is no exception.

From our president

the McKenzie River. We’re still in a holding
pattern waiting on Lane County Parks to
approve the installation. The Board also
agreed to hold the first “Adopt A Highway
Cleanup” along Hwy. 126 between mile
markers 23 and 25 (this is the Leaburg Lake
area). I’m leading this project and will be
sending out a group email asking for
volunteers in the next week or so. Dave
Thomas updated us on the preparations for
our upcoming meeting with the Army Corps
of Engineers next week related to the crisis
on the McKenzie River (McKenzie hatchery,
returning salmon, and rising pHOS
numbers). We also discussed
the July picnic and agreed to
check back in during June to
see where the county is
regarding COVID
restrictions. And finally,
under new business, I
shared a request for
participation from the
Willamette Riverkeeper who
will be hosting the
Willamette River Festival at
Alton Baker Park in late
August; they’ve asked our
club to provide a fly-casting
clinic/demo and support for
a possible fishing derby. We
agreed this is in keeping
with our club’s purpose and
approved me to follow up to discuss
specifics.
Recently, I was asked if I was the only woman
in the club; I shared that I’m one of two active
female members out of just over 100 members.

Good times on
the Deschutes
Our club mixes fishing with
creative projects to enhance
our home waters
By Carolyn Mason
I’m just back from the excellent May
Outing to the lower
Deschutes River led by
Fishmaster Greg
Williams. I won’t share
all of the details, but
know fish were caught,
good times were had,
and new friendships
forged. Oh, and Greg’s
pancake breakfast was
the best! Stay by for the
full report from Greg on
Page 5.
At our recent
“Bored” meeting we did
the usual club business
and received reports on
some of our unfinished
business. Specifically, I
gave an update about the “Keep Our Rivers
Clean” (KORC) project discussed a few
months ago. This is the monofilament
recycling station proposed for a location on
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As you may or may not know, women are the
In June, Fly Fishers International (FFI) is
fastest growing demographic in the sport of fly
designating the month as “Women Fly Fishing
fishing. Yet the
Month” (see below) to
McKenzie Flyfishers
connect and encourage
has failed to attract
women’s participation
Women are the fastest
women who fly fish or
in local clubs. This is
growing demographic in the
are interested in
an opportunity to
learning to. We all
increase our
sport of fly fishing.
know women, and a
membership and share
few who probably flyour great sport with
fish; have you
others as outlined in
considered inviting them to join our club? I’ve
our charter. I encourage each of you to extend an
heard many wonderful stories of how some of
invitation to those women in your life, office or
you have taught your daughters, granddaughters
elsewhere to join our club.
and nieces how to fly fish and the joy you’ve
Tight lines, friends.
gotten from sharing special times with them on
the water.

Women Fly Fishing Month

A message from ORCFFI to all clubs in the state
Hello to all women fly-fishers in our lovely state of Oregon! Are you aware that the
Federation of Fly Fishers International has an excellent women’s program, Women Connect?
Women Connect is an outreach arm of FFI and our goal is to inspire more women into the
sport of fly-fishing and create a network of like-minded women supporting one another
through community, education and events in a non-intimidating environment. For more
information be sure to check out the FFI website, flyfishersinternational.org, for Women
Connect details and also like the FFI Women Connect Facebook page.
I am the FFI Oregon Counsel Women Connect Liaison. In addition, I am the Program
Coordinator for Wild Women of the Water. A group of 80-plus women connected with
Central Oregon Flyfishers. FFI and Women Connect has designated June 2021 as Women Fly
Fishing month encouraging women to get out on the water, invite a friend, and fish!
In support of FFI Women Connect and June Women Fly Fishing month the Central
Oregon Wild Women of the Water would like to invite interested women to our East Lake
Wild Women outing, June 11-18. We would like to invite women fly-fishers for some great
fishing and to the potluck on Saturday, June 12. East Lake is a popular fishing lake located in
Central Oregon with available camping and a resort.
For more information on how to get involved with FFI Women Connect and/or join our
June East Lake outing, please contact me at spcwww@outlook.com.
Looking forward to meeting you all on the water!
Sue Coyle
FFI Women Connect Oregon Liaison, Wild Women of the Water Program Coordinator,
Central Oregon Flyfishers
McKenzie Flyfishers
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2021 Outings Schedule
Date:
Location:
Fishmaster:
June 10
Euro nymphing at Armitage Park*
Jim Rhoten
July 6-8
John Day River (Cottonwood CG)
Clint Brumitt
July 16-18
East Lake (Cinder Hill CG)
Fauria/Johnson
August 7
Crane Prairie (Rock Creek CG)
John O’Connor
Aug. 21
Diamond Lake (lunch served in your boat) Jim Rhoten
Sept. 18
Gold Lake (“Death to Char” contest)
Board
Sept.-Oct. (TBD)
Town Run steelhead
Gary McKenney
October (TBD)
Kalama Cup North Umpqua
Ted Taylor
This steelhead outing with the Evergreen FF Club is awaiting confirmation
*Euro nymphing demonstrations will be followed by fishing. Another idea is half-day
outings joining older members with new members to show local waters or demonstrate
effective fishing techniques. Contact Clint Brumitt for information on all our outings.
All club outings are with COVID-19 protocols until further notice.

Owyhee calling
By Jeremy Sanders
The Owyhee River is finally heating up,
the big fish have come out of
hiding and are out in good
numbers above the tunnel!
Below the tunnel currently,
you can easily except a 30-60
fish day if you want to work for
them. The Sedona hole is fishing
once again and there are a good
number of smaller fish with the
occasional 17- to 19-inch fish.
We are also seeing a very large
caddis hatch from noon to 4 pm
in this part of the river which
makes for a dry-fly fisherman's
dream. No caddis or just don't
feel like nymphing? Cinnamon ants with a
dropper have been fishing well as well.
Above the tunnel, I haven't seen many
fish below 17 inches and we're putting a
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hurting on them. This part of the river is
relatively untouched and not very busy
currently, unlike the lower section. I've
caught some great fish and had a friend
catch a very nice 21.5" brown (his first
brown ever) right by the
cabins. We are seeing a
beautiful midge/baetis hatch
first thing in the morning and
a consistent BWO hatch from
about 11 am and on.
The crowds have stayed
steady, Wednesday-Saturday
are the most popular days on
the river. Sundays have been
quiet and Mondays and
Tuesdays you have the pick
of the litter of fish.
There is also a large amount
of carp spawning and tailing
at the lake which has proven to be puzzling
for me, but I am trying new things and
reading a lot, so any advice on carping
would be great.
Stay safe and hope all is well.
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A marvelous week
on the Deschutes
By Greg Williams
There was a lot to like about the
Deschutes outing this year. The weather was
fine, the river was in
beautiful shape, the
fishing was decent,
and the UFO was a
thrill.
Seventeen
members spent at
least one day at the
outing, and several of
us were there for the
full week. We started
with two campsites,
and when we
expanded into four,
the McKenzie
Flyfishers occupied
one full end of Mecca
Flat campground. The
campground was
close to full all week,
and there were people
fishing all up and
down the river every
day.
The fishing was slow, but everyone
caught a few, and almost everyone pulled in
at least one big rainbow. Several of us
caught fish approaching or even a bit bigger
than 20 inches. New members LeRoy and
Corey Spoden were there, and Phil McNett
came all the way from Arizona. The three of
them accounted for a good portion of the
big fish caught during the week, including
one by LeRoy on his birthday. Arlen
Thomason and Stevie Brehm came out for a
day, with their usual high productivity, and
Bruce Anderson was there on Thursday to
claim the crown of the Smolt King.
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President Carolyn Mason came out
Thursday evening and spent Friday showing
us how it’s done; she had a very productive
day. That’s the thing about the Deschutes;
it’s a challenging river, but there’s always a
realistic chance of hooking into a
memorable fish.
There were floats to Trout Creek every
day of the outing, by
raft, drift boat and
pontoon. Local bank
fishing was as
productive as boating
to Trout Creek. In
fact, I would say the
hot spot of the week
turned out to be right
at the Warm Springs
boat launch. Terry
Willis hooked and
landed a very nice
fish there, attracting a
crowd of envious
onlookers. Several
others from our group
also found success at
the launch.
The weather was fine
until Friday when
conditions turned
chilly and
uncomfortably windy. Nothing drains my
fishing confidence more than a brisk wind. I
ended up not fishing very hard that day and
deserved my skunk. But regardless of the
weather, the spotty fishing, or all those other
fishing folks, we had a fantastic time. There
was plenty of food and drink and lots of
laughter. Memories were made, everyone
helped, tall tales were told, and friendships
grew.
I couldn’t have done the trip without
lots of help and support from Al Eckerdt
and Terry Willis. They helped with the
planning, brought a bunch of gear out and
back again, including my raft, kept an eye
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out to make sure everything was running
smoothly, and remained tolerant and patient
when I was tired and cranky. I’m also
grateful to Steve Hackett for rowing my raft
to Trout Creek on Thursday. Four days in a
row would have been just too much.
A campfire at Mecca Flat on a brisk May
evening is a true pleasure. Thursday night,
eight of us were spinning yarns around a big
cheery fire, when someone, Bala I think,
exclaimed “What is that?!” We all
looked to the sky in amazement to see
a several dozen lights rising into the
night from just above the eastern
horizon, spread out in a perfect line.
We had no explanation for the strange
site. Was this the arrival of our alien
overlords? Fortunately, no. It was Al
who suggested satellites, and it turned
out he was right. SpaceX had launched
60 satellites, and we got to see the
deployment. It was just the prefect
highlight to a great outing.
We’ll be back again next year,
because we are the McKenzie
Flyfishers, and we do adventures.

2021 board and
committees

President: Carolyn Mason
President elect: Tom Fauria
Secretary: Bob Howell
Treasurer: Mark Campbell
At-large board: Dick Barnhart, Jim Mitchell,
Dave Thomas, Phil Johnson
Annual picnic: Jeff & Joanie DeVore
Auction: (chair open) Jim Rhoten, Dick
Barnhart
Conservation: Arlen Thomason
Education: Tim Knerr, Clint Brumitt
FFI rep.: Terry Willis
Holiday party: Tom Fauria
House raf?le: Tom Fauria
McKenzie Flyfishers
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Fish face photo and riverscape above by
Arlen Thomason (see the redwing?)

Library: Carolyn Mason
Membership: Dick Barnhart (head),
Steve Hackett (host)
Newsletter: Ted Taylor
Outings: Clint Brumitt
Project Healing Waters: Phil Barnhart
Library: Carolyn Mason
Programs: Al Eckerdt (head), Mike Brinkley,
Jim Mitchell, Jim Rhoten, Bill Laing
(emeritus), Mike Starr, (emeritus)
Technology: Greg Williams, Liz Yocom,
Jeremy Sanders
(website, Facebook, Research &
Development, "The Vault," YouTube Channel,
Auctria, Zoom)
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A master fly-tyer
at his bench
A visit with Steve Savill
By Tom Fauria
In addition to the formal coaching
provided by Clint
Brumitt and Tim
Knerr over the
years in the MFF
winter fly tying
classes, an often
unmentioned, but
significant, benefit
is the casual,
offhand sharing of
tying and fishing
tips about technique
and strategy. At the
end of this year’s
final class, Steve
Savill shared
several tips about tying salmon
fly and mouse patterns. Steve
was also kind enough to offer to
precut foam salmon fly bodies for
members. He also offered to tie
the complete fly and mail them to
members since he now lives in
La Pine, south of Bend.
I decided to take Steve up on
his generous offer to prepare for
the upcoming salmon fly hatch on
the Deschutes. Since I was in
Central Oregon, I emailed Steve
requesting salmon fly foam
bodies. He replied immediately,
offering to cut whatever sizes I
wanted. I made arrangements
with him to stop by his house
later that day to pick up the
material. Upon arrival, I was
ushered into his fly-tying room.
Wow! I have never seen a set-up
McKenzie Flyfishers
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like Steve’s. I’ve been in fly shops with less
material and supplies than Steve has at his
disposal – ready access to a plethora of
tying material and supplies – truly a dream
fly-tying bench!
He had already precut and bagged a
considerable sample of salmon fly foam
bodies – orange and yellow — both medium
and large sizes. He also showed me several
of his patterns:
stoneflies (dry
and nymph),
chironomids,
crawfish and
mouse
patterns. All
masterfully
tied with skill
well beyond
my pay grade.
Most
impressive!!
At left is a
picture of
Steve at his
fly-tying bench surrounded
with the multiple bins
containing every supply I
could ever want or dream of
needing.
If you are in Central
Oregon, I heartedly suggest
you contact Steve. As Clint
recently mentioned in an
email on the MFF list serve,
Steve gladly offered to tie
flies for club members.
Now that I have the foam
salmon fly bodies, my
challenge is to fashion them
together on a hook
approaching the correct
proportions and artistry of
the masterfully tied sample
that Steve gave me.
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Our club’s
Life Members
•
•
•
•
•

Jim Boyd
Bob Bumstead
Jim Dougher
Skip Hosfield
Bill Laing
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Hal Legard
Glen Love
Frank Moore
Peter Patricelli
Bob Rasmussen
Mike Starr
Dave Thomas

6X appears to be the preferred tissue at the Mecca Flat outhouse.
Clint saw this photo and observed, “This is proof that the fish are
getting smaller in the river. If they were the same size as 25 years ago,
folks would be using a lot of 3X.”

INVITATION TO JOIN
You do not have to be an expert fly fisher to join the McKenzie Flyfishers. Our monthly meetings
are an excellent opportunity to meet other area anglers, to have the best of regional experts on
subjects dear to the hearts of fly fishers — and our outings and classes are wonderful ways to
hone skills and learn local waters first-hand. Interested? Contact Dick Barnhart, (541) 501-1774.
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